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Today’s Agenda
• Review of Governor Mike DeWine’s budget priorities
• Highlights of OhioMHAS proposed budget
• Q&A
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“In my first State of the State Address, I quoted Robert 
Louis Stevenson, who said, "Don't judge each day by the 

harvest you reap, but [rather] by the seeds that you plant.”  
These words are even more significant today.  

The budget for the next two years continues to plant the 
seeds of hope and possibility -- and of courage and 

recovery -- that will grow into a more vibrant, prosperous, 
and flourishing Ohio for generations to come.”



Healthy People

Renewed Communities

Thriving Economy

Fact sheets outlining spending are available at http://budget.ohio.gov/ 4

http://budget.ohio.gov/


OhioMHAS Budget by Fund Group
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OhioMHAS 
Budget 
Priorities

• Youth and Young Adult Early Intervention

• Continued Focus on Children, Youth, and Families

• Enhanced Focus on Adults with Serious Mental Illness

• Expanding Crisis Services

• Protecting Community Funding for a Full Continuum of 
Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery

• Empowering Families and Communities

• Addressing Needs of Criminal Justice-Involved Ohioans

• Sustaining Regional Psychiatric Hospitals as a Safety Net

• Equitable System of Care
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Youth and Young 
Adult Early 

Intervention

• $2.25M annual appropriation, or $4.5M over the biennium
• Creates a framework to improve our ability to intervene early with 

young people ages 10-25 who are at high risk for mental, emotional, and 
behavioral health-related problems, including substance use disorder

• Initial work is beginning now in FY 21
• Will include a strong equity lens to ensure this early identification and 

access to services to meet the needs of diverse communities
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Enhanced Focus on Adults with Serious Mental Illness

• Multi-system Adult Collaborative - $5.5M annual appropriation, or $11M over the 
biennium to initiate a strategic approach that strengthens cross-systems 
collaboration that better meets the needs of adults with serious mental illness who 
cycle through behavioral health, physical health, human services, and criminal 
justice systems

• Improved quality in licensed residential settings for adults with serious mental 
illness - $6M annual appropriation, or $12M over the biennium to assist Class 2 and 
Class 3 residential operators to improve the quality of life for adults with serious 
mental illness who reside in these homes
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Expanding Crisis Services

Source: Beyond Beds: The Vital Role of a Full Continuum of Psychiatric Care” (National Association of State Mental Health Program Directors, 2017)
https://www.nasmhpd.org/sites/default/files/TAC.Paper_.1Beyond_Beds.pdf

“Timely and appropriate supports are the first line 
of mental health care.  When fully realized, 

they reduce the demand for the inpatient beds which 
provide essential backup when psychiatric needs cannot 

be met in the community.”

https://www.nasmhpd.org/sites/default/files/TAC.Paper_.1Beyond_Beds.pdf


Expanding 
Crisis 

Services

• Funding continues for SUD Crisis Stabilization Centers 
at $12M over the biennium and for MH Crisis 
Stabilization centers at $3M over the biennium

• MHAS is seeking authority to allow some 
flexibility in these funding streams

• One-time Crisis Infrastructure funds have been 
moved into our GRF appropriations in the amount of 
$2.5M annually, or $5M for the biennium

• Crisis Flex funds are proposed to continue at a level 
of $6M annually, or $12M over the biennium

• $2M annually to build workforce capacity for Child 
and Adolescent Behavioral Health Center of 
Excellence for youth and families in support of 
OhioRISE and Family First Prevention Services Act 
implementation
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Protecting Community 
Funding

• In spite of the difficult financial 
climate, ALI 336421, Continuum of 
Care Services has seen slight growth.

• Other ALIs with growth include 
Recovery Housing, Criminal Justice 
Services, Prevention and Wellness, 
and Community Innovations.

• While some priorities may change, we 
are very pleased that the introduced 
budget maintains historic levels of 
commitment to mental health and 
addiction services community funding 
for prevention, treatment, recovery 
and to reduce Ohio’s overdose and 
suicide deaths.
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Empowering Families and Communities
• $5M annual appropriation or $10M over the biennium

• OhioMHAS will continue to work with RecoveryOhio and other stakeholders on multi-media campaigns to reduce 
stigma associated with mental illness and addiction and to equip Ohioans with the skills they need to implement 
healthy prevention and mental health promotion approaches in their own homes and relationships.
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Criminal Justice Initiatives
Specialized Dockets Subsidy Project: Specialty dockets will remain funded at $10M annually, or $20M over the 
biennium. Flexibility is sought for courts to be able to receive these funds following receipt of their initial 
certification, rather than current language that requires a court to receive final certification before these funds 
can be utilized. 

Psychotropic Drug Reimbursement to County Jails Initiative: Funding for prescription medication access in jails 
is being increased by $500,000 per year in the biennium resulting in a total investment of $6M over the 
biennium.

Forensic Centers will receive $500,000 in additional funding each year for a total investment of $6.9M over the 
biennium.

An additional $10M investment over the biennium will expand access to substance use disorder treatment to 
serve more men and women in the care of the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction. These funds 
can be used to expand counseling, peer support, technology, and medications to support many pathways to 
recovery within Ohio’s correctional facilities. 
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Maintaining Ohio’s Regional Psychiatric 
Hospitals As A Safety Net

Ohio’s Regional Psychiatric Hospitals (RPHs) care for some of the most vulnerable people in 
Ohio. They serve a critical need in the crisis continuum of care, are a safety net for those 
Ohioans without resources, and serve those adults who need longer lengths of inpatient care.

• This proposal ensures we can continue critical hospital operations. 

• This budget proposes to extend our program to place indigent patients in local in-patient 
settings when one of the RPHs pauses admissions due to COVID-19.   COVID Relief Funding 
is proposed at $2M in FY 22 strictly for this purpose.
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Equity

• Equity is a core concept of the DeWine Administration.

• This budget includes $1.5M annual appropriation, or $3M over the biennium.

• Equity is not fixed with a program, but our commitment to ensure this principle is built into 
how we do business.

• OhioMHAS will work to ensure every person in Ohio has access to high-quality services while 
also addressing social determinants of health, such as employment, housing stability, 
insurance status, proximity to services, and culturally competent care – all of which have an 
impact on behavioral and physical health outcomes.
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http://mha.ohio.gov/

Join our OhioMHAS e-news listserv 
for all of the latest updates

Questions? 

http://budget.ohio.gov/

http://mha.ohio.gov/budget

http://mha.ohio.gov/
http://budget.ohio.gov/
http://mha.ohio.gov/budget
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