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Statewide data from OSAM Key Informants suggest heroin use in Ohio is increasing. Traditionally,
heroin users were described as middle-aged blacks, and although traditional heroin users still exist in many
Ohio counties, their prevalence is low. Our data suggest a new population of younger users is emerging.

This emergent population is described as being predominantly white males between the ages of 16
and 25, although females and other ethnic groups are also represented. Factors such as low cost,
acceptability, increased purity and perception of risk appear to be contributing to the increased use of heroin
among this population. It is typical of this population to snort or smoke heroin, thereby avoiding the negative
perception (e.g., “dope fiend”) associated with injection, but repeated use may lead to intravenous
administration of the drug.  

The OSAM Network appears to have discovered this population at its earliest emergence. Treatment
providers have just recently begun to see an increase in adolescent and young adult clients. Likewise, law
enforcement officials are making more heroin-related arrests and have noted increases in heroin-related
mortalities. Statewide data indicate slight increases in heroin-related treatment admissions and Emergency
Room admissions, while data from Montgomery County, Ohio show heroin-related overdose deaths are at
their highest since 1993.    

Treatment providers are especially concerned about this emergent trend because of the limited
availability of treatment services for juveniles and the particular difficulty in treating heroin addiction, given
the brief treatment periods dictated by financial provisions.

Note: Data are from statewide sources. ER data obtained from the Ohio Hospital Association (OHA). Treatment Admissions data obtained from the Ohio Department of Alcohol and

Drug Addiction Services (ODADAS). 

OSAM-O-GRAMS report key findings of the Ohio Substance Monitoring Network (OSAM).  Key Informants located
throughout the state use qualitative and quantitative data to provide semiannual monitoring of substance abuse trends. 

The OSAM Network is funded by the Ohio Department of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services by contract to Wright
State University and by subcontract to the University of Akron.  This OSAM-O-GRAM is based on the January, 2000

OSAM meeting.
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