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Find out the facts, get the real answers! There are some common myths about benefits and work. Do you want to 
know the facts? Individualized resources and support are available to get you back to work.

Myth:  I will lose my benefits if I work.
Fact:   Many benefits have programs that help you earn a paycheck without losing  
             alll of your benefits.

Myth:  The Social Security Administration does not want people to work.
Fact:    Social security wants people to work. They have work incentives that  
             help people make work possible. Certified Work Incentives Counselors  
             might be able to help find a work incentive that fits for you. 

Myth:  I am applying for benefits from Social Security.  
             If I work, I won’t be eligible.
Fact:    Many people can work and earn money and still be eligible for SSI  
             (suplemental security income) and SSDI (social security disability  
             insurance).

Myth:  If I earn money, Social Security will ask me to pay back some of  
             their money.
Fact:    There are things you can do to minimize the chances of this  
             happening. Here is one idea: report your income every month. There  
             are resources to help with this.

Myth:  It won’t pay for me to go to work.
Fact:    Many people who receive benefits and work a regular job end up  
             with more money.

Myth:  If I go to work, I will automatically lose my Medicare or Medicaid.
Fact:    There are a variety of healthcare programs, like MBIWD, that will  
             allow you to work and continue to receive Medicaid in Ohio.  
             https://medicaid.ohio.gov/FOR-OHIOANS/Programs/MBIWD 

Work is Possible! It’s not all or nothing!

I will lose my benefits if I 
work.

Many benefits have programs that help you earn a 
paycheck without losing all of your benefits.

The Social Security 
Administration (SSA) does 
not want people to work.

SSA wants people to work. They have work 
incentives that help people make work possible. 
Certified work incentives counselors might be 
able to help find a work incentive that fits for you. 

I am applying for benefits 
from Social Security. If I 
work, I won’t be eligible.

Many people can work and earn money and still 
be eligible for SSI (suplemental security income) 
and SSDI (social security disability insurance).

If I earn money, Social 
Security will ask me to pay 
back some of their money.

There are things you can do to minimize the 
chances of this happening. Here is one idea: 
report your income every month. There are 
resources to help with this.

It won’t pay for me to go to 
work.

Many people who receive benefits and work 
a regular job end up with more money. But, 
ongoing help is available to ensure that. Stay in 
touch with your work incentives counselor to 
understand the impact when changes occur in 
your job.

If I go to work, I will 
automatically lose my 
Medicare or Medicaid.

 There are a variety of healthcare programs, like 
Medicaid Buy-in for Workers with Disabilities 
(MBIWD), that will allow you to work and continue 
to receive Medicaid in Ohio.  https://medicaid.
ohio.gov/FOR-OHIOANS/Programs/MBIWD

MYTHS vs. FACTS

 https://medicaid.ohio.gov/FOR-OHIOANS/Programs/MBIWD
 https://medicaid.ohio.gov/FOR-OHIOANS/Programs/MBIWD
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Each WIPA projects has 
counselors called Community 
Work Incentives Coordinators 
(CWICs)

• Available in every state. 
3 in Ohio and provide 
services based on county 
location 

• Provide FREE benefits 
planning to any 
beneficiary 

Legal Aid Society of Greater 
Cincinnati
215 E. 9th St., Suite 200
Cincinnati, OH 45202
513-241-9400 or 800-582-2682
lascinti.org

Disability Rights Ohio
50 W. Broad St., Suite 1400
Columbus, Ohio 43215-5923
614-728-2553 or 800-858-3542
disabilityrightsohio.org

Southeast
3770 N. High St.
Columbus, Ohio 43214
614-294-7117
southeasthc.com

WORK INCENTIVES PLANNING AND ASSISTANCE (WIPA)

Disability Rights Ohio

Southeast

Legal Aid Society of Greater Cincinnati

STABLE Accounts are savings 
accounts offered by the Ohio 
Treasurer. The accounts give 
people with disabilities more 
independence and financial 
security:
• Nationwide enrollment for 

individuals with disabilities
• Tax-free savings plan for 

disability-related expenses
• Save and invest without 

losing needs-based benefits

For more information contact 
the Ohio Treasurer’s office 
1-800-439-1653 or go to  
www.stableaccount.com.

oh.db101.org

Many people with disabilities fear that if they go to work, they’ll 
lose needed health care and other disability benefits. DB101 helps 
people with disabilities and service providers understand the 
connections between work and benefits. DB101 will help you make 
informed choices and show you how you can make work part of your plan.

DB101 provides:

• Information: Learn about benefits program and rules around work. Get 
answers to frequently asked questions. Find out how to avoid common 
pitfalls.

• Estimators: Get results tailored just for you that help you plan and set goals 
for work. Get tips for success for your individual situation.

• Experts: Find answers to your questions. Connect to community resources. 
Get help understanding your next steps. DB101’s Get Expert Help connects 
you to a real person who can help with your situation.

http://lascinti.org 
http://disabilityrightsohio.org
http://southeasthc.com
https://oh.db101.org/

