	SOR Faith-Based Community Conversations FAQs
	
	FAQs
	

	1. How does my church become eligible for payment through OAKES?
	You may contact OAKS.Helpdesk@oaks.state.oh.us to ask about the registration process.

	2. The program begins in the middle of June (almost 1 month from now) how soon will my church he notified about a decision?
	Awardees will be notified a week after final submissions are due. The notice of sub-award will come shortly after. Once a house of worship receives a notice of sub-award, they may begin work.

	3. You mentioned collaboration between other organizations in the area, Will a list be provided of the other organizations? If so, How soon after approval will we have this list to begin collaboration? Are we collaborating on all of the forums or just specific topics?  How do we notify you of who we are collaborating with? 
	· It is up to the applicant to find a partner in the community. The local behavioral health authority is a good place to start. You can find your county’s information here:  https://www.oacbha.org/mappage.php
· The applicant will collaborate on 3 forums – 2 on the topics of raising awareness about OUD with a local subject matter expert in the field of addiction, at least one hour in length and 1 on the community’s local treatment resources, at least one hour in length. The collaboration with an agency authorized to distribute Narcan can be included in the topics above or separately.
· The applicant will include this information in their proposal.

	4.  Any funds awarded are to be used by the deadline date of 9/28/2020, is this correct?
	Yes, work must be completed, and all costs must be incurred by 9/28/2020

	5.  What is the duration of the project?
	The duration of the project is from June 15, 2020-September 28, 2020.

	6. How many training session are there? Time frame?
	There are 4 conversations total. The time frame is June 15, 2020 – September 28, 2020.

	7. How many monthly meetings are scheduled in accordance with SAMHSA and/or OhioMHAS?
	1 kick-off meeting is scheduled with the awardees and OhioMHAS.

	8. How are awarded funds distributed?
	They are distributed when the awardee makes a request to draw down funds using the Grants Funding Management System.

	9. Are there templates of budget expenditure forms, clicked on appendix1 - nothing happened.
	Yes, the budget form is included in the links with the RFA.

	10. Clicked on link "responses to all (FAQ), no information pertaining to the program.  Is there another link?
	This RFA has its own set of FAQs and should be found in the same list of links with the RFA.

	11. Are non-faith-based 501 (c)(3) organizations eligible for this grant? 
	No, this opportunity is targeted at the faith community. You may partner and apply with a faith community if this opportunity is of interest to you.

	12. I noticed there are specifications for the font size/type and number of pages, but not about the file format or margin size. Would a PDF application with 0.5-inch margins be acceptable?
	PDF with 0.5 margins is acceptable.

	13. Other than the questions on the Narcan distribution forms, what demographic information do you want us to record?
	These demographics are sufficient.

	14. What will you be looking for in monthly expenditure reports and quarterly program summary reports?
	There will be only one quarter for this project. Monthly expenditure reports will be used to crosswalk disbursement requests made in the Grants Funding and Management System.

	15. For an event are funds permissible for tables, chairs, sound equipment, food, colored printer to make our own copies of flyers and website?
	No tangible materials to host an in-person meeting will be permitted until social-distancing is relaxed by the Governor. Plans for these meetings should be proposed via an online platform. 


Food is not permissible under these funding restrictions. A detailed list of funding restrictions can be found here:  

	16. For round table conference are funds permissible for conference table, chairs, coffee maker? Or any basic remolding of conference room?
	No capital expenses are permissible with these funds. This opportunity is for the faith community. Presumably there is a space intended for congregants.

	17. For virtual meetings are funds permissible for laptops or desktop computers and purchase of internet?
	These items are permissible within reason. No expenses may be incurred past September 28, 2020. Internet will not be covered past this date.

	18. marketing will be necessary in the form of social media marketing, webpages, flyers for churches to post, emailing, etc. Where should these expenses be indicated in the budget?
	Please refer to the fiscal budget definition guide for questions on which categories to include expenses. For expenses that do not match any of the provided categories, they should go in Printing and Copying with a narrative detailing the expense.


	19. Will the cost of Narcan for trained participants be a permissible use of funds for this grant?
	You may reach out your county’s Project DAWN by visiting this website. The cost of Narcan may be included if local options to secure it are exhausted.  https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/know-our-programs/violence-injury-prevention-program/resources/list-project-dawn-sites

	20. What is the Ohio Administrative Knowledge System (OAKS) and how can our organization become a part of this?
	[bookmark: _GoBack]You may contact OAKS.Helpdesk@oaks.state.oh.us to ask about the registration process. 

	21. Can a great writer fee be included in the budget for the SOR Faith Based Outreach and Education proposal? 
	No, this is not within the scope of this grant.

	22. When a Church partners with Harm Reduction Ohio (DAWN) or another community based organization, are they required to attend an online webinar training to better understand Naloxone, its effects and how to properly use it?
	It is not required but is recommended. Harm Reduction Ohio and other community partners have made this process possible online. 

	23. Can the church partner with a consultant specializing in various aspects of the grant objectives
	Yes, these expenses can be included in the budget. Please review the fiscal budget definition guide for more guidance.  Identify the type of consultant, the outcomes, the number of hours and the cost per hour for the work. This goes in the consultant line, not personnel.

	24. Will the awardee report to SAMHSA or OhioMHAS?
	Reporting is sent to SAMHSA by you OhioMHAS project lead. Monthly reporting is conducted by OhioMHAS and your lead will coordinate sending the information on to SAMHSA. Communication will be directly with the OhioMHAS project lead. 
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1) Funds may not be used to support programs that do not demonstrate evidence of increasing the number of persons receiving FDA approved medications for the treatment of opioid use disorder, reducing unmet treatment need, and reducing opioid overdose related deaths through the provision of prevention, treatment and recovery activities for opioid use disorder. 



2) SOR funds shall be used to fund services and practices that have a demonstrated evidence-base, and that are appropriate for the population(s) of focus.



3) SOR funds shall not be utilized for services that can be supported through other accessible sources of funding such as other federal discretionary and formula grant funds, e.g. HHS (CDC, CMS, HRSA, and SAMHSA), DOJ (OJP/BJA) and non-federal funds, 3rd party insurance, and sliding scale self-pay among others.



4) SOR funds for treatment and recovery support services shall only be utilized to provide services to individuals with a diagnosis of an opioid use disorder or to individuals with a demonstrated history of opioid overdose problems.



5) Grantees are expected to report data as required in the FOA and to fully participate in any SAMHSA-sponsored evaluation of this program. All required data must be reported to the appropriate system within SAMHSA specified timelines. The submission of these data in the form required by SAMHSA is a requirement of funding.



6) Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) using one of the FDA-approved medications for the maintenance treatment of opioid use disorder (methadone, buprenorphine/naloxone products/buprenorphine products including sublingual tablets/film, buccal film, and extended release, long-acting injectable buprenorphine formulations and injectable naltrexone) is a required activity of your grant per the terms of your grant award. – applicable to treatment programs only



7) Medical withdrawal (detoxification) is not the standard of care for OUD, is associated with a very high relapse rate, and significantly increases an individual’s risk for opioid overdose and death if opioid use is resumed. Therefore, medical withdrawal (detoxification) when done in isolation is not an evidence-based practice for OUD. If medical withdrawal (detoxification) is performed, it must be accompanied by injectable extended-release naltrexone to protect such individuals from opioid overdose in relapse and improve treatment outcomes. 



8) Recipients are required to work with the SAMHSA Opioid-STR TA grant awarded to AAAP as the primary means of TA provision. Recipients are expected to report data as required in the Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) and to fully participate in the cross-site evaluation of the program.



9) Only U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) –approved products can be purchased with Opioid SOR grant funds.

10) Funds may not be expended through the grant or a subaward by any agency which would deny any eligible client, patient or individual access to their program because of their use of FDA-approved medications for the treatment of substance use disorders (e.g., methadone, buprenorphine products including buprenorphine/naloxone combination formulations and buprenorphine monoproduct formulations, naltrexone products including extended-release and oral formulations or implantable buprenorphine.) Specifically, patients must be allowed to participate in methadone treatment rendered in accordance with current federal and state methadone dispensing regulations from an Opioid Treatment Program and ordered by a physician who has evaluated the client and determined that methadone is an appropriate medication treatment for the individual’s opioid use disorder. Similarly, medications available by prescription or office-based implantation must be permitted if it is appropriately authorized through prescription by a licensed prescriber or provider. In all cases, MAT must be permitted to be continued for as long as the prescriber or treatment provider determines that the medication is clinically beneficial. Grantees must assure that clients will not be compelled to no longer use MAT as part of the conditions of any programming if stopping is inconsistent with a licensed prescriber’s recommendation or valid prescription. 

General Funding Restrictions

SAMHSA grant funds must be used for purposes supported by the program and may not be used to:

·  Exceed Salary Limitation: The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2016 (Pub. L.113-76) signed into law on January 10, 2016, limits the salary amount that may be awarded and charged to SAMHSA grants and cooperative agreements. Award funds may not be used to pay the salary of an individual at a rate in excess of Executive Level II. The Executive Level II salary can be found in SAMHSA’s standard terms and conditions for all awards at https://www.samhsa.gov/grants/grants-management/notice-award-noa/standard-terms-conditions.  This amount reflects an individual’s base salary exclusive of fringe and any income that an individual may be permitted to earn outside of the duties to the applicant organization. This salary limitation also applies to sub awards/subcontracts under a SAMHSA grant or cooperative agreement.



· Pay for any lease beyond the project period.

· Pay for the purchase or construction of any building or structure to house any part of the program.  

· Provide residential or outpatient treatment services when the facility has not yet been acquired, sited, approved, and met all requirements for human habitation and services provision. (Expansion or enhancement of existing residential services is permissible.)

· Provide detoxification services unless it is part of the transition to MAT with extended release naltrexone.  

· Make direct payments to individuals to enter treatment or continue to participate in prevention, treatment or recovery supports services including the use of other items to serve as payments for participation in programming such as clothing, furnishings, or vehicle repairs.   

· Meals and snacks are unallowable unless they are an integral part of a conference grant as identified in the funding opportunity, request for proposal or bid opportunity. 

· Support non-evidence-based treatment approaches.



· Cover unallowable costs associated with the use of federal funds to fund evidence-based practices (EBPs). Other sources of funds may be used for unallowable costs (e.g., meals, sporting events, entertainment) associated with the EBP. Other support is defined as funds or resources, whether federal, non-federal or institutional, in direct support of activities through fellowships, gifts, prizes, or in-kind contributions.  



· Pay for travel to a conference, lodging or associated costs (meals, incidentals, etc.) for conference attendance or registration for a conference. 



· Pay for costs (including travel) associated with training outside of a workforce development specific grant as described in the RFA. 



· Pay for equipment (items that exceed $5,000 in cost) without prior approval.



· All treatment services must be identified by an ASAM level of care classification. Non-clinical support services are allowable if they are associated with services that are identified with an ASAM level of care classification – i.e. transportation, etc.  



· Pay for software enhancements. 



· Pay for marketing of programs or groups. 
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