June 28, 2021
>>> OhioMHAS Honored by National Fallen Firefighters Foundation
The National Fallen Firefighters Foundation has awarded its Life Safety Initiatives Program Seal of Excellence Award to
the Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (OhioMHAS) in recognition of the department’s efforts to
address trauma and stress among first responders. In a letter shared with OhioMHAS First Responder Liaison Steven
Click, Foundation Executive Director Chief Ronald Jon Siarnicki wrote, “Your hard work and dedication to ensuring all
first responders are provided with the tools to do their job safely, including maintaining their own physical and mental
well-being, makes them better prepared to serve the citizens they have been sworn to protect. In addition, doing what
you can to help protect their families further promotes resilient firefighters.” Click HERE to learn more about Ohio’s
efforts to meet the mental health needs of the first responder community.
PICTURED BELOW (l-r): Rick Best, Everyone Goes Home Program Coordinator, National Fallen Firefighters Foundation;
Lori Click with husband Steven Click, OhioMHAS First Responder Liaison; Lori Criss, OhioMHAS Director; Lois
Hochstetler, Assistant Director, OhioMHAS Office of Community Treatment Services; and Christopher Nicastro, Chief,
OhioMHAS Bureau of Criminal Justice.

>>> Community Capital Project Funding Ceiling Increased to $750K
The OhioMHAS Bureau of Capital Planning and Management is pleased to announce an increase to the maximum state
share for Community Projects. While state capital funds for Community Capital Projects have historically been limited to
$500,000 per project or 50 percent of total project costs, whichever is less, OhioMHAS is increasing the per project

maximum to $750,000 or 50 percent of total project costs, whichever is less. Beginning July 1, 2021, all Community
Capital Projects, (including Youth Resiliency) with a total project cost of $1,000,000 or greater that have not been
processed through Controlling Board will have the opportunity to increase the OhioMHAS overall project share dollar
amount to reflect this change. This opportunity will be available for each qualifying applicant should they choose to
accept the increase. This is a substantial increase that comes at a time when construction costs have escalated
significantly, and we hope that this decision will enable more projects to move forward. It reflects the Department’s
desire to provide the most effective and efficient support to the Ohio mental health and addiction system. Click HERE to
read the full memo from OhioMHAS Director Lori Criss to all ADAMH Board executives notifying them of the increase.
Please email questions to Curtis Smith, Chief of the Bureau of Capital Planning and Management at
Curtis.Smith@mha.ohio.gov.
>>> Minority Mental Health Awareness Month Dinner -- July 16
The Mental Health and Recovery Board of Clark, Greene and Madison
Counties, in partnership with the local chapter of the National Alliance on
Mental Illness, is hosting a Minority Mental Health Awareness Month dinner
celebration on July 16 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at Career ConnectEd in Springfield.
There is no cost to attend the event, which includes remarks from guest
speaker Dr. Ebony Speakes-Hall, a panel presentation and boxed dinner. Click
HERE for more information.

>>> Fresh A.I.R. Gallery Announces Upcoming Exhibits
Fresh A.I.R. Gallery (Artists in Recovery) will present Coping Mechanisms, a co-curated, multi-artist exhibition addressing
the intersection of racism and mental health. The exhibit features the artwork of Michael Coppage (Cincinnati), Asa
Featherstone IV (Cincinnati), Taylor Davis (Bellevue, KY), Dr. Tia Sherèe Gaynor (Edison, NJ), Benjamin Pierce (St. Louis,
MO), Gaye Reissland (Columbus), Vitus Shell (Monroe, LA), Laurie VanBalen (Pataskala), and Asha White (Cincinnati).
While the Fresh A.I.R. Gallery exhibit space remains closed due to the pandemic, Coping Mechanisms will be on display
at the Bridge Gallery from July 9 to Aug. 16, with a public opening on July 9 from 6-10 p.m. and a concluding program on
Aug. 14. The Bridge Gallery – an art gallery/event space dedicated to uniting neighborhoods through art, community,
and education – is located inside the building at 400 W. Rich St., a creative arts space in the Franklinton Arts District of
downtown Columbus. A virtual version of the exhibit will also be available on the Fresh A.I.R. Gallery website.
Fresh A.I.R. will simultaneously host crossings, a group exhibition showcasing artwork by Mark Benavides, Jacs
Fishburne, David Marteney, Marianne Philip, and Aimee Wissman. Many of the pieces on display originated during the
pandemic and reflect how the artists navigated the past year: through visual journeys beyond the boundaries of
quarantine, to bucolic landscapes and new cities; through creative experimentation; through brutally honest selfreflection; through the pursuit of justice. Across different subjects and mediums, the works remain connected by
threads of survival and renewal. The exhibition, which opens July 9 and closes Aug. 6, will also be on display at The
Bridge Gallery. To schedule a tour of Coping Mechanisms and/or crossings, contact Fresh A.I.R. Gallery at
freshairgallery@gmail.com or call 614.744.8110. Fresh A.I.R. Gallery is a project of Southeast Healthcare.
>>> Workshop Proposals Sought for Annual Conference
The Hope and Healing Survivor Resource Center is seeking workshop proposals for its annual conference Transforming
the Fragments of Complex Trauma: Addressing the Needs of Survivors to be held on Dec. 9 via Zoom. Planners are
specifically seeking proposals that focus on the impacts of complex trauma in working with survivors of intimate partner
violence, sexual violence and human trafficking, as well as best practices for working with survivors in a variety of
professional settings. Please email Ashley Kline at AshleyK@hope-healing.org to request the formal Call for Workshop
Proposals. Proposals should be submitted by July 31.

>>> Save the Date: Ohio Teen Institute Leadership Weekend – Dec. 10-12
Mark your calendars and help spread the word: Ohio Teen Institute is planning a leadership
weekend Dec. 10-12 at Recreation Unlimited in Ashley, Ohio. Cost is $125 per student. More
information, including registration will be forthcoming. Visit ohioti.com for more information.
Questions? Please email ohioti@gmail.com.
For information on Ohio's response to COVID-19, visit coronavirus.ohio.gov or call 1-833-4-ASK-ODH (1-833-4275634). For behavioral health-specific information, visit: https://mha.ohio.gov/coronavirus. For behavioral healthrelated questions, email covid19BH@mha.ohio.gov. For COVID-19-related OTP questions, email
OTP_COVID19@mha.ohio.gov, for Housing questions, email COVID19Housing@mha.ohio.gov, for Telehealth
questions, email COVID19BHTelehealth@mha.ohio.gov, and for Vaccine questions email
BHCOVID19vaccine@mha.ohio.gov. Ohio Careline 1-800-720-9616. Click HERE for a list of pop-up COVID-19 Testing
Sites and HERE for the latest SAMHSA COVID-19 training and technical assistance resources.
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Please share widely and encourage your colleagues to subscribe to OhioMHAS eNews on our website.
Also, be sure to join us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Flickr, LinkedIn and Pinterest!

