Jan. 25, 2021
>>> Ohio Awarded $360,000 Planning Grant to Assist With Roll Out of ‘988’ Suicide Prevention Lifeline
The Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (OhioMHAS) announced today that it has received a
$360,000 planning grant from Vibrant Emotional Health to assist with the roll out of the new nationwide ‘988’ calling
code for suicide prevention. In July 2022, 988 will replace the current National Suicide Prevention Lifeline (1-800-2738255). Americans needing support should continue to call 1-800-273-TALK (8255) until then. The grant will support
Ohio’s efforts across the state enterprise to have a lasting positive impact for suicide prevention/intervention.
OhioMHAS will coordinate with team of suicide prevention and crisis care providers from throughout Ohio to address
coordination, capacity, funding, and communications surrounding the launch of 988. Click HERE to view the media
announcement.
>>> COVID-19 Testing Resources for Adult Care Facilities
OhioMHAS is pleased to announce that, beginning today (Jan. 25), at-home COVID-19
testing kits will be available for residents and staff of department-certified Adult Care
Facilities. The kits will be provided by the State of Ohio at no cost for baseline testing
purposes only. Baseline testing will help screen residents and staff for COVID-19 who may
be asymptomatic or have been unable to obtain off-site testing for various reasons. To
request the at-home COVID-19 testing kits, please email COVID19Housing@mha.ohio.gov.
Please include the following information with your email request:
1) Licensed facility name and address
2) Mailing address for testing kits (if different than licensed facility address)
3) Licensed operator’s name, date of birth (DOB), phone number, and email
4) Number of testing kits for residents
5) Number of testing kits for staff
For more information, please refer to the Jan. 22, 2021 memo from OhioMHAS Director Lori Criss to ACF operators.
>>> Peer Recovery Supporter Training Opportunity for Residents of Southeast Ohio
The Empowering Communities Initiative and Appalachia Unite have partnered to offer a 40-hour online Peer Recovery
Supporter Training to residents of the following counties: Athens, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Meigs, Pike, Scioto, Vinton.
Trainings will be held from 1-6 p.m. on the following Saturdays and Sundays: March 6-7, March 13-14, March 20-21,
March 27-28, and April 10-11. To attend, individuals must be in recovery from a mental health and/or substance use
issue. For more information and to register, email CSW-ECI@osu.edu.

For information on Ohio's response to COVID-19, visit coronavirus.ohio.gov or call 1-833-4-ASK-ODH (1-833-4275634). For behavioral health-specific information, visit: https://mha.ohio.gov/coronavirus. For behavioral healthrelated questions, email covid19BH@mha.ohio.gov. For COVID-19-related OTP questions, email
OTP_COVID19@mha.ohio.gov, for Housing questions, email COVID19Housing@mha.ohio.gov, for Telehealth
questions, email COVID19BHTelehealth@mha.ohio.gov, and for Vaccine questions email
BHCOVID19vaccine@mha.ohio.gov. Ohio Careline 1-800-720-9616. Click HERE for a list of pop-up COVID-19 Testing
Sites and HERE for the latest SAMHSA COVID-19 training and technical assistance resources.
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Please share widely and encourage your colleagues to subscribe to OhioMHAS eNews on our website.
Also, be sure to join us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Flickr, LinkedIn and Pinterest!

