Jan. 19, 2021
>>> Weekly COVID-19 Fact Sheets for Behavioral Health Providers
Each week, the Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (OhioMHAS)
will produce a fact sheet with the most recently available COVID-19 information. This
week, you’ll see the planned vaccine schedule for Ohioans aged 65 and older and a link
to an online resource to learn how to contact vaccine providers. Also on the fact sheet
are helpful resources that you can use to learn more, talking points you can use when
speaking on coronavirus, and suggested social media posts that can be used on your
platforms. Click HERE to view this week’s edition. The fact sheet will be distributed via
future NewsNow emails.
>>> HHS Expands Access to Treatment for Opioid Use Disorder, Eliminates X-Waiver Requirement
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services on Thursday announced that it will publish new guidelines that will
expand access to medication-assisted treatment for opioid use disorder by exempting physicians from certain
certification requirements necessary for prescribing buprenorphine. The Practice Guidelines for the Administration of
Buprenorphine for Treating Opioid Use Disorder include an exemption from certain requirements under the Controlled
Substances Act for physicians who are licensed under state law and possess DEA registration. Additional details of the
exemption include:
• It only applies to physicians who may only treat patients who are located in states where they
are licensed to practice.
• Physicians will be limited to treating no more than 30 patients with buprenorphine for OUD at a
given time.
• The exemption applies only to the prescription of drugs or formulations covered under the Xwaiver of the Controlled Substances Act, and does not apply to the prescription, dispensation or
use of methadone to treat OUD.
• Physicians must place an “X” on prescriptions and clearly identify the prescription is being written for the
treatment of OUD.
A working group will monitor implementation and results of the guidelines, including potential changes in medication
diversion. Ohio physicians interested in obtaining an MAT waiver can get free training from the Providers Clinical
Support System.
>>> Ohio AAP Injury Prevention Plus SEEK Program
The Ohio Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics is enrolling practices for Wave 3
of the Injury Prevention Plus SEEK (Safe Environment for Every Kid) Learning Collaborative.
The six-month learning collaborative teaches physicians how to implement a hybrid of the
Ohio AAP’s Injury Prevention Screening Tool and the nationally recognized SEEK Tool,
allowing physicians to more efficiently and effectively screen for child abuse and mental
health risks, as well as the most common injury risks for children birth to five years of age.
Ohio AAP is particularly interested in enrolling a practice that serves a large Spanish-speaking population. For an indepth introduction to the program, consider joining the Central Oho Pediatric Society’s (COPS) virtual meeting on Jan. 27

for a presentation on “Social Determinants of Health and Practical Applications for Counseling in the Primary Care
Setting.” The meeting is free for all to attend. Email Olivia Simon at osimon@ohioaap.org for meeting login information.
>>> 2020 Ohio Adult Allies Summit Presentations Available Online
More than 200 prevention professionals attended the 2020 Ohio Adult Allies Summit hosted by Prevention Action
Alliance on Dec. 2. In case you missed it, or would like to view the sessions again, recordings of the presentations are
available HERE. Download a copy of the presenter slides and access follow up materials from speakers Albert Gay and
Dr. Chris Hulleman HERE.
>>> National Drug and Alcohol Facts Week (NDAFW) 2021 – March 22-28
Mark your calendars! The National Institute on Drug Abuse
(NIDA) and the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism
are partnering to coordinate National Drug and Alcohol Facts Week
(NDAFW) on March 22-28. This annual awareness event is a weeklong health observance highlighting the science-based facts about
how drugs and alcohol affect the brain and body. While NDAFW may look different this year, NIDA has ideas and
resources to support your virtual or socially distanced activities. OhioMHAS encourages all of its partners to plan
educational activities for youth in your community in recognition of NDAFW. Register your event online to join the
national conversation and network of event planners supporting youth. Need help to get started? Here are five steps to
hosting an NDAFW event. NIDA staff are available to help you plan a successful event. If you have questions about
NDAFW, please contact Brian Marquis at bmarquis@nida.nih.gov.

For information on Ohio's response to COVID-19, visit coronavirus.ohio.gov or call 1-833-4-ASK-ODH (1-833-4275634). For behavioral health-specific information, visit: https://mha.ohio.gov/coronavirus. For behavioral healthrelated questions, email covid19BH@mha.ohio.gov. For COVID-19-related OTP questions, email
OTP_COVID19@mha.ohio.gov, for Housing questions, email COVID19Housing@mha.ohio.gov, for Telehealth
questions, email COVID19BHTelehealth@mha.ohio.gov, and for Vaccine questions email
BHCOVID19vaccine@mha.ohio.gov. Ohio Careline 1-800-720-9616. Click HERE for a list of pop-up COVID-19 Testing
Sites and HERE for the latest SAMHSA COVID-19 training and technical assistance resources.
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Please share widely and encourage your colleagues to subscribe to OhioMHAS eNews on our website.
Also, be sure to join us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Flickr, LinkedIn and Pinterest!

