Oct. 30, 2020
>>> Measuring Access Points: Capacity Measurements
The Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (OhioMHAS) has long been able to describe the number
and characteristics of clients and how they are served in Ohio’s publicly funded behavioral health system. The problem
with knowing only how many publicly funded clients are served is that it does not allow for a picture of the full system’s
capacity. To gain a better picture of the system’s full capacity, OhioMHAS has developed a tool, called Measuring Access
Points (MAP), to measure the treatment capacity of Ohio community behavioral health treatment providers as the sum
of used and unused slots.
Benefits of this analysis include:
• Planning on the state and local level
• Analyze information for what communities have service gaps and provide technical assistance to close those
gaps
• Answer inquiries from legislature and media on the capacity of the field
It is vitally important that as many provider agencies as possible participate in this project. OhioMHAS is planning on
deploying the tool in mid-November 2020. In the early part of the November, there will be a webinar to go through the
data collection tool and respond to questions. The tool will be active for roughly two weeks. Questions can be emailed
to laura.potts@mha.ohio.gov.
>>> Ohio Medicaid Opens Bid for Specialized, Kids-focused Managed Care Plan
The Ohio Department of Medicaid (ODM) released its request for applications (RFA) inviting bidders to submit proposals
for OhioRISE (Ohio Resilience through Integrated Systems and Excellence), a specialized managed care program serving
Ohio’s kids with the most complex behavioral health and multisystem needs. OhioRISE will introduce a child- and familycentric plan covering targeted behavioral health services. The model will consist of a network of behavior health
providers and care management entities that work together to deliver intensive, coordinated services and reach more
children and families statewide. OhioRISE will fill a void that leaves many children and families without access to the care
they need.
>>> Reminder: Federal Provider Relief Funding Application Deadline Nov. 6
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has announced $20 billion in new Phase 3 Provider Relief
funding. Funding for this Phase 3 General Distribution was made possible through the bipartisan
CARES Act and the Paycheck Protection Program and Health Care Enhancement Act, which allocated
$175 billion in relief funds to hospitals and other health care providers. Providers that have already
received Provider Relief Fund payments will be invited to apply for additional funding that considers
financial losses and changes in operating expenses caused by the coronavirus. Previously ineligible
providers, such as those who began practicing in 2020 will also be invited to apply, and an expanded group of behavioral
health providers confronting the emergence of increased mental health and substance use issues exacerbated by the
pandemic will also be eligible for relief payments. The deadline to apply is Friday, Nov. 6. For updates and to learn more
about the Provider Relief Program, visit: hhs.gov/providerrelief.

>>> Radio Station Hosts Be Present Video Contest
A Columbus-area radio station is encouraging listeners to join the Be Present movement by sending a video to WNCI
explaining why mental health is important to you and a time that you were present for a friend. The entry deadline is
November 15, 2020.

For information on Ohio's response to COVID-19, visit coronavirus.ohio.gov or call 1-833-4-ASK-ODH (1-833-4275634). For behavioral health-specific information, visit: https://mha.ohio.gov/coronavirus. For behavioral healthrelated questions, email covid19BH@mha.ohio.gov. For COVID-19-related OTP questions, email
OTP_COVID19@mha.ohio.gov, for Housing questions, email COVID19Housing@mha.ohio.gov and for Telehealth
questions, email COVID19BHTelehealth@mha.ohio.gov. COVID Careline 1-800-720-9616. Click HERE for a list of popup COVID-19 Testing Sites and HERE for the latest SAMHA COVID-19 training and technical assistance resources.
Please share widely and encourage your colleagues to subscribe to OhioMHAS eNews on our website. Also, be sure to
join us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Flickr, LinkedIn and Pinterest!

