Nov. 16, 2020
>>> CARES Act Funding Summary Document Available on OhioMHAS Website
The Controlling Board recently approved a request to redirect $15.2M of CARES Act provider relief fund money originally
allocated for behavioral health providers. These funds will be distributed to behavioral health providers who deliver a
continuum of care from prevention to recovery support to promote the mental health and wellness of youth, adults, and
families. A summary document of CARES Funding can be found on the Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction
Services (OhioMHAS) website.
>>> Communities of Support Grant
The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services is offering a Communities of Support grant opportunity in coordination
with OhioMHAS and the Ohio Family and Children First Council (OFCF) to continue supporting existing and new local
community planning and coordinated service delivery efforts. The following priorities are critical to ensure the necessary
collaborative cross-system work can best meet the needs of children and families: (1) Comprehensive Addiction and
Recovery Act (CARA) plans of safe care; (2) Qualified Residential Treatment Program (QRTP) level of care assessments;
and (3) Community-based aftercare planning for children discharged from residential treatment settings. The grants will
allow communities to assess the local needs for these priorities, establish best practices, and prepare for any necessary
budget considerations for implementation and/or sustainability. This critical work at a community level will also inform
planning and next steps for state policy and practice. Communities of support are essential to strengthen the lives of
children and families, in partnership with their existing networks and in consideration of their diverse racial, cultural, and
economic identities. Click HERE to view the full announcement.
>>> 2021 MLK Day of Service Project Grants Available
ServeOhio has announced the availability of grants to support community service projects
organized for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day on Monday, Jan. 18, 2021. Grant awards will range
between $500 to $2,000. Grants may be used to support a variety of projects that create or
improve community assets or infrastructure such as parks, schools, senior centers, community
gardens or low-income homes through community volunteer engagement. Due to unique
circumstances regarding the pandemic, online projects and events will also be considered for
funding. Funds may be used for supplies, materials, and volunteer support. Non-profit and
public organizations in Ohio including, but not limited to, volunteer centers, school districts,
community colleges, universities, and local governments are eligible to apply. The application
deadline is Dec. 1.
>>> Ohio Problem Gambling Conference Presenters Sought
The 18th Annual Ohio Problem Gambling Conference is now seeking presentation proposals. The conference will be held
virtually via Zoom on Tuesdays and Thursdays throughout March 2021. The intended audience for the conference
includes prevention, treatment, recovery, gambling industry operators and regulators. Applications are due Dec. 4.
Applicants will be notified by Jan. 4, 2021. For questions, please contact Cory Brown at CBrown@PGNOhio.org or call
614.750.9899 ext. 104.

>>> Take Back Day Nets Nearly 60,000 Pounds of Unused, Expired Prescription Medications in Ohio
The latest National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day (Oct. 24) yielded nearly 60,000 pounds on unused, expire
prescription medications. According to the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, Ohio ranked second in the nation for
the number of collection sites (266), second for law enforcement partners (233) and third in the nation for the total
weight collected (59,455 pounds). Nationwide, more than 985,000 pounds of medications were collected, setting a new
record.
>>> Adult Advocacy Centers “Wish List Project” to Once Again Benefit Patients in Psychiatric Hospitals
Adult Advocacy Centers is coordinating an Amazon Wish List project to benefit patients at three
OhioMHAS regional psychiatric hospitals. Through the end of November, interested parties can
select items Amazon and have them shipped directly to the hospital's Volunteer Coordinators for
distribution to patients. The lists include things like: coloring supplies, journals, crafts, games and
other forms of entertainment that can help pass the time and provide needed
encouragement. Links to each participating hospital’s wish list can be found below. You must have
an Amazon account to participate. In addition to the wish list project, Adult Advocacy Centers is
partnering with the Mental Health and Recovery Board of Ashland County and Catholic Charities
Ashland County, to send hand-written notes to patients in all six regional psychiatric hospitals.
Northwest Psychiatric Hospital
Summit Behavioral Healthcare
Twin Valley Behavioral Healthcare

For information on Ohio's response to COVID-19, visit coronavirus.ohio.gov or call 1-833-4-ASK-ODH (1-833-4275634). For behavioral health-specific information, visit: https://mha.ohio.gov/coronavirus. For behavioral healthrelated questions, email covid19BH@mha.ohio.gov. For COVID-19-related OTP questions, email
OTP_COVID19@mha.ohio.gov, for Housing questions, email COVID19Housing@mha.ohio.gov and for Telehealth
questions, email COVID19BHTelehealth@mha.ohio.gov. COVID Careline 1-800-720-9616. Click HERE for a list of popup COVID-19 Testing Sites and HERE for the latest SAMHSA COVID-19 training and technical assistance resources.
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