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>>> SMART Bet Implementation Grants 
Prevention Action Alliance, with the support of the Ohio Department of 
Mental Health and Addiction Services, is offering a funding opportunity for 
those interested in utilizing the SMART Bet program in their community. 
SMART Bet is a prevention based curriculum designed to help young adults 
(18-25) gain the knowledge and skills necessary to make healthy choices 
about whether, when, and how much to gamble. The program is designed 

to allow participants to explore the role of gambling in our society and in their lives. With this program, 
participants will learn about the risks and benefits of gambling, as well as examine their own attitudes, 
feelings and opinions around the decision to gamble or not to gamble. A total of five grantees will be 
awarded $1,000 each to implement the SMART Bet program in their community and share their data 
with Prevention Action Alliance. Eligible applicants include those working in problem gambling 
prevention or are interested in bringing a problem gambling awareness program to their 
community. Applicants must utilize the evaluation tools provided and return collected data to 
Prevention Action Alliance upon completion. Applications are due March 2. Click HERE to apply. For 
more information, contact Krysta Bennett, director of Problem Gambling Programs at 614.540.9985 ext. 
16 or kbennett@preventionactionalliance.org.   

>>> Watch Sinclair Broadcast Group’s Your Voice, Your Future Opioid Townhall 
OhioMHAS Director Tracy Plouck was among the panelists who participated 
in a one-hour town hall on opioid addicted hosted by Columbus news station 
WSYX-TV 6. The town hall was simulcast on Sinclair Broadcast Group-owned 
stations in Cincinnati, Dayton, Steubenville and Toledo. If you didn’t get a 
chance to see the event live, click HERE to watch the program in its entirety.  

>>> Social Media for Prevention Training Planned for April 3 
Youth to Youth International will host a “Social Media for Prevention” 
training from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on April 3 at the Jerry Hammond Center, 
1111 E. Broad St. in Columbus. This training fuses trends and tactics 
with technology and the truth about substance use from varying 
perspectives and is designed to teach prevention professionals, 

advocates and coalition leaders how to engage audiences and yield community change using digital 
platforms. Cost is $75 (lunch included).  Click HERE for more information and to register. 
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In the News 
2.25.18 | Forbes Psychiatrist shortage escalates as U.S. mental health needs grow 

2.25.18 | Columbus Dispatch Youth Summit teaches Central Ohio children to offset mental toll of 
violence 

2.25.18 | Chillicothe Gazette Fear of heroin turning drug users toward methamphetamine 

2.24.18 | Steubenville Herald-Star County coalition formed in opioid battle 

2.23.18 | NPR Experts say there’s little connection between mental health and mass shootings 

2.23.18 | Plain Dealer Federal grant boosts number of area docs, nurses, who can prescribe 
buprenorphine for opioid addiction 

2.23.18 | Kent-Ravenna Record-Courier School threats no joking matter 

2.22.18 | The New York Times Opening Mental Hospitals Unlikely to Prevent Mass Shootings, Experts Say 

2.22.18 | Hamilton Journal-News Experts: Most people with mental illness not violent 

2.22.18 | Youngstown Vindicator Second Mahoning County opioid summit draws large crowd 

2.22.18 | WSYX-TV Hip hop, faith, family help save former heroin addict’s life 

2.22.18 | Ashtabula Star Beacon Ashtabula County Prevention Coalition coordinator presents at national 
conference 

2.21.18 | WSYX-TV Fayette County community uniting to fight opioid epidemic 

2.21.18 | Wilmington News Journal Air Force veteran’s wife speaks out about addiction stigma in WCH 

2.21.18 | WCPO-TV Hope born from grief: Teen’s suicide inspires his parents to help others 

2.21.18 | Fulton County Expositor ADAMHS Board funds wellness campaign 

2.21.18 | WKEF-TV Police and mental health advocates team up to help get treatment for people who 
need it 

2.21.18 | USA Today Kratom – the opioid withdrawal plant – linked to salmonella in 20 states 

2.12.18 | Akron Beacon Journal Akron woman recovers from heroin addiction while preparing for birth 
complications 

Please share widely and encourage your colleagues to subscribe to OhioMHAS eNews on 
our website.  Also, be sure to join us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Flickr! 
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