>>> 2017 Peer Recovery Supporter Conference – June 1-2
OhioMHAS will host the Peer Recovery Supporter Conference 2017: Professionalizing the Workforce,
June 1-2 in Columbus. Keynote speakers include Phil Valentine and Ohio’s own Dr. Fred Frese. Peer
Recovery Supporters interested in attending can register for one or both days. Individuals interested
in attending both days must register for Day 1 and Day 2. Participants will receive certificates of
attendance which will apply towards recertification. Lunch will be provided both days through
support from The Margaret Clark Morgan Foundation. Peer Recovery Supporters who need to apply
for Consumer and Family Partnership (CFPT) funds to cover the cost of lodging or
mileage reimbursement may begin submitting applications to Sharon.fitzpatrick@mha.ohio.gov. CFPT
applications can be found HERE.
>>> Safe & Healthy Schools Summit – June 6
The Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services,
Ohio Department of Education and PreventionFIRST! are teaming
up to host Supporting Youth Through Evidence-Based Practices
Safe and Healthy Schools Summit on June 6 at the Quest Conference Center, 8405 Pulsar Place,
Columbus. The conference will provide school staff and behavioral health professionals the
opportunity to learn about the successes of the Safe Schools & Healthy Students federal grant that
Ohio has been administering for the past four years. Conference objectives include: 1) informing
participants about system-based approaches for identifying behavioral health needs of students; 2)
demonstrating use of multi-tier system approaches and evidence-based practices; and 3) providing
practices for sustaining school and community partnerships and behavioral health
services. RCHs/Social Work CEU’s and CHES hours are being applied for. For more information, email
Cathy Born at cborn@prevention-first.org or call 513.751.8000 ext. 10.
>>> Office of Health Transformation Update
A new study published by the National Association of States United for Aging and Disabilities
(NASUAD) describes the benefits for states that have adopted managed long term services and
supports (MLTSS). These states report that relying on private sector managed care plans to
coordinate long term services and supports has allowed them to:
•
•
•
•

Improve member experience, quality of life, and health outcomes;
Rebalance Medicaid spending away from institutions to home and community based
alternatives;
Reduce waiting lists for home and community options and increase access to services; and
Increase budget predictably and manage costs.

Ohio has achieved similar results through the MyCare Ohio program, which relies on managed care
plans to coordinate services for Medicare-Medicaid enrollees in 29 counties. In just three years,
MyCare plans reduced nursing facility stays four percent and decreased per member costs 6.8
percent. Currently MyCare plans save the Medicaid program and Ohio taxpayers $2.4 million every
month.
Governor Kasich's budget would build on the success of MyCare and MLTSS programs in other states
by extending the benefits of managed long term services and supports to more Ohioans. It would set
aside the current one-size-fits-all reimbursement system that pays nursing facilities and other
providers without regard to quality and instead rely on private sector managed care plans to pay
more for quality as an incentive for providers to improve. The House of Representatives voted to
delay these reforms until 2021 and the issue is now under consideration in the Ohio Senate.
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In the News
5.16.17 | Warren Tribune-Chronicle County receives $500,000 grant to combat heroin
5.15.17 | WSYX-TV Canal Winchester mother’s loss highlights families’ needs to talk about suicide
5.15.17 | Lima News Taking the stigma out of mental illness
5.15.17 | Akron Beacon Journal Group seeks solutions for youths struggling with addiction
5.15.17 | WCPO-TV New, deeply personal movie ‘75’ explores heroin crisis in Cincinnati
5.14.17 | Newsweek Mental Health Awareness Week: One Woman’s Struggle to get Mental Health
Support
5.13.17 | Youngstown Vindicator Mahoning Valley to receive $685K to fight opioid addiction
5.12.17 | Chillicothe Gazette Chillicothe’s mental health breakdown
5.12.17 | Cincinnati Enquirer Jail recovery pod gives addicted inmates a way out
5.12.17 | Canton Repository Teens give warning about prescription drug abuse
5.12.17 | WRGT-TV ADAMHS alerting parents about dangers of Blue Whale Challenge
5.11.17 | Lima News Spencerville students fight against suicide, learn mental health awareness
5.10.17 | WEWS-TV Mental health first aid training trending on college campuses across Cleveland
5.10.17 | CNBC Former Alphabet exec is working on an idea to detect mental health disorders by how
you type on your phone
5.10.17 | WFMJ-TV Mercy Health honors Valley health care visionaries

5.9.17 | WCPO-TV (Editorial) Heroin Experts say Medicaid expansion is essential to fighting the drug
problem
5.8.17 | Columbus Dispatch New mental health facility in Columbus helps, but more needed,
advocates say
5.8.17 | Warren Tribune-Chronicle Drug policies can help curb addictions
Please share widely and encourage your colleagues to subscribe to OhioMHAS eNews on
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