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More than 650 individuals from throughout the state are in Columbus today and tomorrow to 
participate in the National Alliance on Mental Illness of Ohio’s 2015 conference: “A Matter of 
Life, Strife or Death.. Day one of the conference focused on the historical and contemporary 
institutionalization of persons with mental illness in our jails and prisons, paying special tribute 
to Dorothea Dix, a pioneering voice for the mentally ill. Day Two will feature workshops on 
NAMI affiliate support and development, legislative initiatives, youth supports and recovery, 



resiliency and wellness. OhioMHAS Director Tracy Plouck joined Ohio Department of 
Rehabilitation and Correction Director Gary Mohr this afternoon for a discussion on the 
interface between the criminal justice and mental health systems. Check the OhioMHAS Flickr 
page next week for more photos from the conference. 

>>> State of Ohio to Host “Rx Take Back By Example” Event on May 1      

In conjunction with the first annual Prescription Drug Abuse Awareness and Education Day in 
Ohio, the Governor’s Cabinet Opiate Action Team (GCOAT) is partnering with the Ohio State 
Highway Patrol, the Ohio National Guard, the Ohio State Board of Pharmacy and the Ohio 
Department of Administration Services to offer an “Rx Take Back By Example” event on Friday, 
May 1. State employees and members of the public are invited to discard old, expired and 
unused prescription and over-the-counter medications and vitamins* at one of two Columbus 
locations: Rhodes Tower Lobby, 30 E. Broad St and the lobby of the Ohio Department of Public 
Safety, 1970 W. Broad St. from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Members of the Patrol and Guard will oversee 
the collection process and proper disposal of medications. The State Board of Pharmacy will 
provide locked collection bins. 

*Pills only. Liquids, gels, aerosols and needles not accepted.                                           

In the News                 

(4/24/15) Findlay Courier Erase addiction stigma, panelists say 

(4/23/15) Columbus Dispatch (Editorial) Breaking the Cycle 

(4/23/15) Canton Repository Former Detroit Lions quarterback, daughter discuss suicide 
prevention  

(4/22/15) Lake County News-Herald Heroin overdose deaths slowing down in Cuyahoga, Lake 

(4/22/15) Cincinnati Enquirer April is Alcohol Awareness Month  

(4/21/15) Portsmouth Daily Times Babies exposed to substance abuse 

(4/21/15) Cleveland Plain Dealer Heroin overdose deaths plateau in Cuyahoga County; fentanyl 
deaths on the rise 

(4/20/15) WCPO-TV 9 Flakka not widespread locally, but parents urged to talk with kids 

(4/20/15) Toledo Blade (Editorial) Working together 

(4/19/15) Columbus Dispatch Ohio’s prisons holds 10 times as many mentally ill as its 
psychiatric hospitals do 

(4/18/15) Dayton Daily News Warren County ESC leads mental health initiative 

(4/17/15) Perry County Tribune Overdose Prevention Task Force Issues Recommendations 

http://mha.ohio.gov/Default.aspx?tabid=779
http://www.fda.gov/forconsumers/consumerupdates/ucm101653.htm
http://thecourier.com/local-news/2015/04/24/erase-addiction-stigma-panelists-say/
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/editorials/2015/04/23/1-breaking-the-cycle.html
http://www.cantonrep.com/article/20150423/NEWS/150429562
http://www.cantonrep.com/article/20150423/NEWS/150429562
http://www.news-herald.com/general-news/20150422/heroin-overdose-deaths-slowing-down-in-cuyahoga-lake
http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/local/clermontcounty/2015/04/22/april-alcohol-awareness-month/26181185/
http://www.portsmouth-dailytimes.com/news/news/153043257/Babies-exposed-to-substance-abuse
http://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2015/04/heroin_overdose_deaths_plateau.html
http://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2015/04/heroin_overdose_deaths_plateau.html
http://www.wcpo.com/news/local-news/hamilton-county/cincinnati/flakka-not-widespread-locally-but-parents-urged-to-talk-with-kids
http://www.toledoblade.com/Featured-Editorial-Home/2015/04/20/Working-together-1.html
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2015/04/19/mental-prison.html
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2015/04/19/mental-prison.html
http://www.daytondailynews.com/news/news/local-education/warren-county-esc-leads-mental-health-initiative/nksY8/
http://www.perrytribune.com/community/article_103bd325-24b4-5090-b305-2f641568fa5f.html


(4/16/15) WBGU-TV Special Series Addiction: Heroin and Pills – Part 3 – The Economic Tsunami 

(4/12/15) NPR Working Through Depression: Many Stay on the Job Despite Mental Illness 

Please share widely and encourage your colleagues to subscribe to OhioMHAS eNews on 
our website.  Also, be sure to join us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Flickr. 

 

 

http://video.wbgu.org/video/2365467241/
http://www.npr.org/2015/04/12/398811515/working-through-depression-many-stay-on-the-job-despite-mental-illness?utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=weekendeditionsunday
http://mha.ohio.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/OhioMHAS
https://twitter.com/ohiomhas
http://www.youtube.com/user/OhioMHAS
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ohiomhas/

