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PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
The Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (OhioMHAS) will host its one-day, biennial conference 
for behavioral health care providers, which will emphasize a proactive prevention and early intervention approach to 
many behavioral health care issues. This conference will provide practical, evidence-based strategies that providers 
can apply in their practice. Keynote Sharlene Graham Boltz will speak about preventing violence through the use of 
threat assessments. During a lunch presentation, County Commissioner Judy Dodge will discuss the city of Dayton’s 
approach and success related to combating the opiate crisis. Prevention-related break-out sessions will occur 
throughout the day. 

OBJECTIVE
To provide preventive approaches to current behavioral health care issues

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
•	 Identify preventive and early intervention approaches to behavioral health care issues
•	 Utilize these ideas to transform behavioral health care and provider practice

ACCOMMODATIONS
Fairfield Inn & Suites, Marriott, Hampton Inn & Suites, Four Points, Hilton Garden Inn, Hilton Columbus/Polaris

CONFERENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE
•	 Jody Allton, Ohio Health Mansfield
•	 Dr. Robert Baker, OhioMHAS
•	 Frank Beel, OhioMHAS 
•	 Monica Bender, Cleveland Clinic Lutheran Hospital
•	 Steve Nauman, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital
•	 Coleta Schmidlin, Bon Secours Mercy Health
•	 Greg Lewis, OhioMHAS 
•	 Denise Cole, OhioMHAS 

CONFERENCE VIDEO/PHOTOGRAPHY CONSENT
By registering for the conference, participants agree to allow images or voice recordings created through 
photography, videography or other electronic means in which they appear, to be edited, reproduced and 
distributed for unlimited use, in whole or in part, by the State of Ohio, OhioMHAS, at its sole discretion.

Details
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Speakers

Opening Remarks: Lori Criss, Director, OhioMHAS
A native of eastern Ohio, Lori Criss has been engaged in the behavioral health field since 1992. Her experience includes 
working for the Ohio Commission on Minority Health and Amethyst, Inc. Prior to coming 
to OhioMHAS, Lori served as the Chief Executive Officer of the Ohio Council of Behavioral 
Health & Family Services Providers.

Ms. Criss holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees in social work from The Ohio State 
University. She graduated from SAMHSA’s 2010-2011 Women’s Addiction Services 
Leadership Institute, a year-long, nationally selective, intensive program designed to build 
leaders for the nation’s behavioral health field. Lori has most recently served on the Advisory 
Board to Ohio’s Criminal Sentencing Commission, the National Council for Behavioral 
Health’s Addiction Policy Committee, and Ohio’s Housing and Homeless Collaborative. She 
is a former board member for the National Alliance for Recovery Residences and served as 
the Principal Advisor for Ohio Recovery Housing.

Keynote: Sharlene Boltz
Sharlene Boltz is a Professor of Law at Salmon P. Chase College of Law, Northern Kentucky 
University. She received her B.A. from Brown University and her J.D. from the University of 
Michigan Law School. Prior to teaching, Professor Boltz practiced law as a trial attorney in the 
Office of General Counsel for the U. S. Department of Agriculture in Washington, D.C., and in 
private practice in New Orleans. She began her teaching career at Chase College of Law in 
the area of commercial law in 1991. In 1997, she became the first African-American woman 
to receive tenure and promotion to full professor in the 108-year history of the law school. 
Professor Boltz served as the Associate Dean for Academic Affairs from 2000 to 2003, becoming 
the first African-American to serve as an administrator of the law school. She currently teaches 
in the commercial law and domestic violence law areas, specializing in threat assessment and 
behavioral analysis of abusive and controlling behavior. In 2011, she completed her training 

with Gavin DeBecker & Associates’ Advanced Threat Assessment and Case Management Academy, and in 2012, 
she graduated from the FBI Citizen’s Academy. She is the author of two instructional case files on domestic human 
trafficking.

Lunch Presentation: Judy Dodge
During her career in public service, Montgomery County Commissioner Judy Dodge has 
served in a variety of capacities. She worked as the Assistant Court Administrator for the 
Montgomery County Domestic Relations Court during her initial run for office to become 
County Recorder in 2000, re-elected in 2004. She was first elected as County Commissioner 
in 2006, then again in 2008, 2012 and 2016. 

Judy has consistently aimed to be a voice for vulnerable populations, and has been 
instrumental in the passage of two human services levies. She now serves on the steering 
committee for the Community Overdose Action  Team, which has become a nationally 
recognized model for how to collectively turn the tide on the ongoing public health crisis. 
She has also helped establish a local food policy coalition and a regional sustainability 
center. 
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Agenda — Oct. 18, 2019
 

8-8:30 a.m.			   Registration

8:30-9 a.m.			   Opening Remarks and Ohio Updates 
			    	 Lori Criss
				    Director, OhioMHAS                  

9-10:30 a.m.			   Keynote: Violence Prevention                                       
				    Sharlene Graham Boltz, Professor of Law, Salmon P. Chase College of 
				    Law, Northern Kentucky University 
				  

10:30-10:45 a.m.		  Break

10:45 a.m.-Noon		  Breakout Sessions:
				    Zero Tolerance Approach to Suicide
				    Dr. Todd Jamrose, Appalachian Behavioral Health				  
				    Jennifer Schwirian, Appalachian Behavioral Health	
				    Suicide Prevention and Post Intervention in Schools
				    Linda Richey, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital
				    Susan Shelton, MindPeace
				    Understanding SUD Prevention and Why Scare Tactics Don’t
				    Work
				    Rachael Kenter, Prevention Action Alliance
				    Harim Ellis, Prevention Action Alliance

Noon-1 p.m.			   Lunch (Provided) and Presentation (12:30-1 p.m.)
				    Dayton Model for Recovery                                    
				    Judy Dodge, Montgomery County Commissioner
				    Jodi Long, Montgomery County ADAMHS Board

1-1:30 p.m.			   Panel Discussion
				    Urgent and Emerging Issues in Prevention: Marijuana, Kratom 		
				    and Vaping
				    Marcie Seidel, Prevention Action Alliance
				    Derek Siegle, Ohio High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area
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1:30-2:30 p.m.		  Breakout Sessions:
				    Homelessness Prevention
				    Tina Patterson, Homefull					   
				    Educate, Advocate and Empowerment and the Role of Youth Led 	
				    Prevention                               
				    Harim Ellis, Prevention Action Alliance
				    Evi Roberts, Prevention Action Alliance
				    Suicide Prevention Child/Adolescent Population
				    Dr. Patricia Newton

2:30-2:45 p.m.		  Break

2:45-3:45 p.m.		  Breakout Sessions:
				    Ligature Reduction                      
				    Ron Makovich, Makovich and Pusti
				    Ernie Allen, The Doctors Company
				    Data Driven Outcome Management: A Preventative Approach to 	
				    Discharge Planning                
				    Johni Fiber, Highland Springs Hospital						    
				    Stigma Prevention of Transgender Population                 
				    Dr. Richard Gilchrist, Nationwide Children’s Hospital

3:45-4 p.m.			   Evaluation and Adjournment
				  

                                         

                                                
				  

                                         

Agenda continued
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PARTICIPANT INFORMATION
First Name:  	
Last Name:	
Position:	
Organization:	
Address: 	
City:  	
State: 	
ZIP Code:  	
Phone:	
Email Address: 	
(Email confirmation messages will be sent to this address.)
	 I have special needs to accommodate a disability. 
	 I have a special meal consideration.

PROFESSION
	 ADAMHS Board Director/Staff                           Nurse
	 Medical Director              			   Psychiatrist
	 Facility Administrator			   Psychologist  
	 Hospital Administrator			   Other: 

CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS:
Application has been submitted for continuing education credits for nurses, social workers, counselors and 
psychologists.

REGISTRATION FEE:
	 Attendee — $100         
		
PAYMENT
Please make checks payable to the Treasurer, State of Ohio, and along with the completed registration form, 
mail to:
Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services
Licensure and Certification
30 E. Broad St., Suite 742
Columbus, Ohio 43215

PLEASE DIRECT QUESTIONS TO:
Greg Lewis
Email: gregory.lewis@mha.ohio.gov
Phone: (614) 752-8880

Registration Form
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