Mahoning / Trumbull Counties
FY 2018 — 2019 Strong Families Safe Communities Grant
Helping Ohio’s Children & Youth in Crisis

Project Overview

Mahoning and Trumbull Counties have built upon their history of collaboration to enhance each
county’s system of care and improve the care coordination and crisis stabilization for families in our
valley who have children and youth with intensive intellectual/developmental disabilities or behavioral

health needs.

e Focus is on family support, mentoring, and risk reduction.
e Qutreach is delivered throughout communities to increase awareness of local services and
supports and to connect families to supports before crisis occurs.
e Youth Peer Support Specialists and Parent Peer Support Specialists are matched with students
and parents.
e Youth MOVE Chapters have been established to provide mentoring and advocacy.
e Families have greater opportunities to utilize respite services to avert or reduce crisis situations.
o Individual respite services are being delivered.
o Scheduled group respite activities are taking place through a variety of venues.

Roles of collaborative partners

e Mahoning County Mental Health and Recovery Board is Project Lead and Fiscal Agent

e The Mental Health and Recovery Board, Board of Developmental Disabilities, Youth MOVE
Chapters and Family and Children First Council in each county provide guidance and oversight
through a steering committee.

e Mahoning County Family and Children First Council is the Project Coordinator and is also
responsible to schedule, advertise, recruit volunteers and supervise group respite events

e The Arc of Ohio Northeast Branch provides outreach to the community as well as assists with
the recruitment and on-going training of Peer Support Specialists.

e Alta Care Group and Homes for Kids, both of which are Trauma Informed, employ and support
the Parent and Youth Peer Support Specialists, as well as provide respite services



