
Prevention and Early Intervention
In partnership with Recovery Ohio and the Office of Children’s Initiatives, OhioMHAS will expand access to 
prevention and early intervention. Effective prevention services give people resources for coping with life 
stresses and decrease the likelihood of developing substance use problems, mental illness, or both. 

Expand Access to Prevention Resources
K-12 Prevention Education. OhioMHAS will direct $18 million towards ensuring all schools can provide 
children with evidence-based prevention education in all stages of their education. In partnership with 
the Ohio Department of Education, OhioMHAS will help build resiliency in children and reduce risk factors 
that contribute to development of behavioral health conditions. This critical investment will provide quality 
prevention services in every school, to every child, in every grade, so that we can protect future generations of 
Ohioans from addiction and mental illness. In addition, the Ohio Department of Education will be investing $2 
million to train teachers and school personnel on the models and tenants of prevention.

Empowering Families and Communities. OhioMHAS will invest $18 million in the FY 20-21 biennium to help 
reduce stigma associated with behavioral health and equip Ohioans with skills needed to implement healthy 
prevention and intervention approaches in their own homes and personal relationships. Family and friends 
are the front line of prevention. Promoting protective factors in families and empowering peers to support 
one another in making healthy choices reduces stigma and increases protective factors against behavioral 
health problems. OhioMHAS will build on the work of various partners in the private sector who are already 
developing creative prevention materials to launch a series of statewide multi-media campaigns.

Strengthen Intervention Services
Ohio START. OhioMHAS will provide $12 million over the biennium to expand Ohio START. The program is 
currently in 34 counties. Our investment will help bring this important program to 30 additional counties.  
Ohio START (Sobriety, Treatment, and Reducing Trauma) is an intervention program that provides specialized 
victim services, such as intensive trauma counseling, to children who have suffered victimization with 
substance abuse of a parent being the primary risk factor. The program also assists parents of children referred 
to the program with their path to recovery from addiction. OhioSTART is helping families avoid disruptive and 
costly out-of-home placements and helps keep families together.

Maintain Current Investments in Prevention and Early Intervention
The Investing in Ohio’s Future budget maintains GRF and non-GRF funding for programs that are currently 
providing prevention and intervention services. An example of current programing that will continue in 
FY 20-21 is the Early Childhood Mental Health (ECMH) initiative that is aimed at promoting healthy social 
and emotional development (i.e., good mental health) of young children (birth to six years). Ohio MHAS 
will continue to support community coalitions, which are effective means of promoting grassroots alcohol, 
tobacco, drug, and suicide prevention across disciplines at the local level. In addition, OhioMHAS will continue 
support for the Ohio Youth Led Prevention Network (OYLPN). The OYLPN is a network of youth-led substance 
misuse prevention providers and youth across the state who are committed to the cornerstones of youth-led
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prevention, peer prevention, positive youth development, and community service. For more information 
about prevention coalitions and OYLPN, please visit: https://preventionactionalliance.org. OhioMHAS will 
continue funding for 11 UMADAOPs and one specialized program component in northwest Ohio to provide 
additional services to Hispanic residents. For more information on Ohio’s UMADAOPs, please visit: https://mha.
ohio.gov/Families-Children-and-Adults/For-Teens-and-Young-Adults/Urban-Minority-Outreach. The budget 
also adds over $900 thousand to existing investment in problem gambling prevention and early intervention.

Criminal Justice
Collaboration between treatment and recovery support providers, law enforcement, courts, jails, prisons, 
private businesses, people recovering from mental illness and addiction, and family members improve 
outcomes for people and communities. Directing behavioral health resources towards people who are 
criminal justice involved fosters public safety, reduces recidivism, encourages family reunification, and 
promotes sustained recovery.

Expand Specialty Docket Courts
OhioMHAS will target an additional $7.5 million, for a total of $17.5 million in FY 20-21, towards maintaining 
current court supports and expanding specialty docket access to more communities. Specialty dockets are 
not currently available in every Ohio community. The Governor challenged his administration to address 
the gap in access to specialty docket services. OhioMHAS, in partnership with the Ohio Supreme Court will 
establish at least 60 new specialized docket courts during his administration. For more information about 
Ohio’s specialized dockets, including a map of existing courts, please visit: http://www.supremecourt.ohio.
gov/JCS/specDockets.  Funding to establish these dockets and services provided by specialty docket courts 
include helping people to obtain Medicaid coverage, assistance with paying for treatment, such as medication 
assisted treatment, and providing recovery services for court-involved individuals and their families.

Support for Local Law Enforcement
As part of a larger effort to reduce stigma and expand the number of Ohioans equipped to respond to a 
mental health emergency, OhioMHAS will direct resources towards offsetting the cost of Crisis Intervention 
Teams (CIT) or similar training to local police and sheriff’s departments. The Crisis Intervention Team program 
is a community partnership of law enforcement, mental health and addiction professionals, people who 
live with mental illness and/or addiction disorders, their families, and other advocates. It is an innovative 
first-responder model of police-based crisis intervention training to help people with mental illness and/or 
addictions access medical treatment and psychiatric care rather than be placed in the criminal justice system 
due to illness related behaviors. It also promotes officer safety and the safety of the individual in crisis. For 
more information about CIT, please visit: http://www.citinternational.org/Learn-About-CIT.

Maintain Current Investments in Criminal Justice
OhioMHAS, the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction, the Ohio Department of Public Safety, and 
the Ohio Department of Medicaid will continue ongoing investments to uphold collaborative supports for 
criminal justice-involved Ohioans. OhioMHAS will continue its investments in trauma-informed care, which is 
an evidence-based approach to treatment. The department will also continue its partnership with the Ohio 
Department of Rehabilitation and Correction for the provision of recovery services in Ohio’s prisons providing 
addiction services to incarcerated Ohioans. In addition, OhioMHAS will continue to support citizens returning 
to the community after incarceration in state prisons through programming designed to help connect people 
with recovery support services such as housing, transportation, work, and education upon their release. 
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Support for Crisis Services
Ohioans of all ages and their families will greatly benefit from a coordinated and sustainable behavioral health 
crisis system that is readily accessible throughout the state and is integrated with the broader community 
behavioral health care system, the medical care system, and the human service system. It is fiscally responsible 
and can save lives.

Crisis Capacity Building and Flexible Funding
The Executive Budget directs nearly $21 million to developing standardized and quality crisis access in 
communities to act as an appropriate alternative to arrest or emergency room visits. Across Ohio, individuals 
of all ages (children, adolescents, adults, and the elderly) and their families are seeking care for substance 
use and mental health problems in record numbers. Frequently these individuals are exhibiting severe 
symptoms, such as psychosis, suicidal thoughts, and agitation and aggression and/or are exhibiting symptoms 
of substance withdrawal or the toxic effects of substance ingestion. In many communities, these individuals 
present to emergency departments that may lack the full-spectrum of resources to adequately assess, 
stabilize, and integrate these patients back into the community. Additionally, law enforcement is frequently 
called upon to respond to a behavioral health crisis. These funds may be used to meet intermittent needs so 
that people and families can successfully maintain their recovery with the least restrictive, lowest cost service 
possible. This flexible crisis fund will be a tool for communities to provide supports and services that are not 
covered by Medicaid or other third-party payers. Technical assistance to communities will also be available 
related to best practices in crisis management and infrastructure development.

Maintain Current Investments in Crisis Services
The Investing in Ohio’s Future budget maintains funding for programs that are currently working to 
address and prevent crisis. The Strong Families, Safe Communities project engages local systems to identify 
community-driven solutions that highlight collaboration across agencies to develop the best possible 
outcomes for these families. In the FY 20-21 biennium, OhioMHAS will continue to invest $4 million to reduce 
the risk of harm and help families remain together. In the FY 20-21 biennium, OhioMHAS will continue to 
support additional training for staff working for Crisis Lines, BH Hotlines, or 211 lines and identify steps to 
increase adequate and professional crisis line coverage for all 88 counties. OhioMHAS will also support the 
Crisis Text Line - Text “4hope” to 741-741. Any Ohio resident who needs help coping with a stressful situation 
can reach out 24/7 by text to communicate with someone trained to listen and respond in a method that is 
private, secure, and confidential. Crisis Counselors provide a personal response and information on a range of 
issues, including suicidal thoughts, bullying, depression, and self-harm.
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Access to Treatment
A person experiencing mental illness or substance use disorder needs to be connected to appropriate 
treatment. In addition to maintaining investments in the continuum of care, this budget also invests in 
identifying and addressing gaps so that a person can achieve and maintain recovery. The budget also ensures 
that quality mental health and addiction treatment is available to Ohio’s most vulnerable populations and 
improves the Department’s regulatory processes.
 
System Needs Evaluation
Our budget seeks to do a thorough evaluation of the state’s behavioral health treatment capacity with a one-
time investment of $100,000. We will use what we learn from this evaluation to inform strategic planning to 
address gaps in the treatment continuum caused by Ohio’s behavioral health workforce shortage. 

Support for Recruiting, Training, and Retaining Workforce
OhioMHAS will direct $8M to workforce recruitment, training, and retention efforts. These funds will help 
to support growth of a quality behavioral health workforce in Ohio using a variety of proven approaches. 
Additional one-time funding will go towards educating and equipping non-behavioral health professionals 
with skills to recognize and appropriately intervene when someone is experiencing a mental health 
emergency using tools such as mental health first aid.

Maintaining High-quality Regional Psychiatric Hospitals
Governor DeWine and the Ohio Legislature maintained support for our current state psychiatric hospital 
capacity of 1,081 beds statewide. Our team of doctors, nurses, therapeutic workers, aides, building services 
staff, food service workers, police, and administrative staff in this department provide the highest quality 
in-patient psychiatric care and community transition services to Ohio’s most vulnerable people. Over the 
past couple of years, we have sustained more than 95% occupancy, serving over 6,500 patients in 2018. 
Collaborative partnerships with ADAMH boards, community treatment providers, and housing operators 
are key to ensuring timely admissions and provision of services. In addition, our state-run hospitals provide 
quality transition services for patients at the point of hospital discharge to ensure that the patient remains 
stable once they return to the community. 

Improving Licensure and Certification Processes
An additional $1.5 million per year will be invested in improving the OhioMHAS licensing and certification 
processes. As the state regulatory authority of community-based addiction and mental health treatment 
providers, OhioMHAS licenses and certifies two thousand entities, including Adult Care Facilities. Our current 
system has room for improvement. The changes funded will streamline and strengthen our regulatory 
system to allow more providers to move through the process more quickly, while ensuring safe treatment 
environments for the public.


