
Toledo Region
•  
likely decreased availability of Ecstasy
•	 DEA and BCI reported increase in number of bath salts cases; bath salts 
chemically altered and re-branded
•  Despite decreased availability of Ecstasy, Ecstasy-like substances (2CE and 
2CB) available
•  DEA report everal mobile methamphetamine labs, 
manufacture through “one-pot” and “shake-and-bake” methods

Cleveland Region
•		Increased availability of heroin; likely increased availability of Ecstasy, 
high-grade marijuana and methamphetamine; likely decreased availability of 
bath salts
•		In Cleveland, heroin is now commonly available through anonymous 

•		

•		Purest form of Ecstasy (aka “Molly”) becoming more available as knowledge 
of drug grows

Dayton Region
•		Decreased availability of Ecstasy; 
likely increased availability of heroin 
and Suboxone®; likely decreased 
availability of crack cocaine
•		
heroin has reached “epidemic” 

not used personally reported friends 
and family who have
•		Free “testers” of heroin remain 
available in Dayton which makes it 

for users to avoid the drug

•		Increased availability of heroin and 
Suboxone®; likely increased 
availability of bath salts, 

marijuana; likely decreased availability 
of powdered cocaine
•		

with those as young as 12 years 
beginning use
•		Current availability of 
methamphetamine is high in rural 

Columbus Region
•		Increased availability of bath salts; likely increased availability of heroin, 

•		
easily obtained at the same stores that previously sold them before the law 
banning them took e ect
•		

popularity

Athens Region
•		Increased availability of heroin and Suboxone®; likely increased 
availability of bath salts and methamphetamine; likely decreased 

•		
seeking treatment for heroin use
•		
bath salts
•		BCI reported an increase in bath salts cases; as soon as one substance is 
banned, another chemical analogue takes its place

Youngstown Region
•		
opioids; likely increased availability of 
heroin, methamphetamine and 
Suboxone®; likely decreased availability 

•		Opana®, Roxicet®, Ultram® and 

opioids now present in 77.8 percent of all 
drug-related deaths according to the 
coroner’
•		Throughout the region, professionals 
reported heroin to be the primary drug 
problem 

Akron-Canton Region
•		Increased availability of 

opioids and Suboxone®; likely 
increased availability of crack cocaine 
and heroin

•		Methamphetamine thought to 
have increased due to more people 
with knowledge of “one-pot” or 
“shake-and-bake” method of 
manufacture

•		
�� percent of all drug-related deaths 
according to coroner’
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Athens Region
•	 Increased availability of heroin and methamphetamine
•	 Likely decreased availability of synthetic marijuana
•	 Low ecstasy availability, while availability of “pure” powdered 
MDMA (aka “molly”) said to be high

•	 Ease of methamphetamine production via “shake-and-bake” 
method

•	 Decreased quality of synthetic marijuana due to users making 
their own product following Internet instructions

Ohio Substance Abuse Monitoring Network:  	
Drug Abuse Trends in the State of Ohio

Ohio Substance Abuse Monitoring Network
Surveillance of Drug Abuse Trends in the State of OhioOSAM

January-June 2013

OSAM-O-Gram

Toledo Region
•	 Likely increased availability of heroin, methamphetamine and Suboxone®
•	 White powdered heroin (aka “China white”) remains most available 
heroin type

•	 Emergence of a gray-colored heroin that looks like gravel (aka  “gravel”) 
•	 Participants now buying heroin in Toledo instead of  Detroit
•	 Treatment providers attribute high street availability of Suboxone® to 
private physicians who prescribe and do not monitor its use

•	 Increased availability of methamphetamine driven by increased rural use

 
Columbus Region
•	 Increased availability of heroin
•	 Likely increased availability of bath salts and marijuana
•	 Practice of “speedball” (heroin use combined with cocaine use) increasing
•	 High-grade marijuana increase due to more users growing the drug 
indoors 

•	 Bath salts used in place of heroin when heroin unavailable
•	 Increased availability of  “pure” powdered MDMA (aka “molly”)

Youngstown Region
•	 Increased availability of ecstasy and “pure” 
powdered MDMA (aka “molly”)

•	Likely increased availability of marijuana 
and methamphetamine 

•	Law enforcement rarely find’s molly;	
often police seizures prove to be ecstasy 
cut with cocaine or bath salts

•	High-grade marijuana increase due to an 
increase in hydroponic grow operations 
and shipments of medical-grade marijuana 
from western states 

•	Methamphetamine remains highly 
available in Ashtabula County; and has 
increased in Trumbull County due to mi-
gration of  “meth cooks” from Ashtabula Co. 

Akron-Canton Region
•	 Increased availability of heroin and 
methamphetamine

•	 Decreased availability of bath salts, 
ecstasy and synthetic marijuana 

•	 Increased heroin use among 
adolescents, particularly young 
females

•	 Ease of methamphetamine 
production via “shake-and-bake” 
method

•	 Law enforcement intercepting 
“homemade” synthetic marijuana 
as users turn to the Internet to 
learn how to make synthetic drugs

Cleveland Region
•	 Increased availability of high-grade marijuana; low-grade marijuana has 
virtually disappeared

•	 Lower-quality marijuana often sprayed with a synthetic cannabinoid to 
“increase” quality

•	 Users reported increased availability of ecstasy and of  “pure” powdered 
MDMA (aka “molly”)

•	 Law enforcement reported bath salts sold as molly
•	 Time of progression from snorting to intravenous injection of heroin said 
to be shrinking; progression can occur in as little as a couple of days

Dayton Region
•	 Decreased availability for bath 
salts and synthetic marijuana

•	 Likely increased availability of 
methamphetamine, powdered 
cocaine and Suboxone®

•	 Powdered cocaine increase at-
tributed to increased popularity 
of “speedballing” (heroin used 
with cocaine)

•	 Methamphetamine increase due 
to ease of production via “shake-
and-bake” method; availability 
particularly high in rural areas

Cincinnati Region
•	 Increased availability of heroin
•	 Likely increased availability for 
marijuana, methamphetamine 
and Suboxone®

•	 Likely decreased availability of 
powdered cocaine

•	 Increased number of overdoses 
attributed to combining heroin 
use with benzodiazepine use

•	 High-grade marijuana increase 
due to more users now growing 
the drug indoors 

•	 Methamphetamine increase 
due to ease of production via 
“shake-and-bake” method
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