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Abstract 

Objective:  This study aimed to examine the effect of the unemployment rate on the number of 

Medicaid individuals accessing community-based mental health services in Ohio.  Methods:  

Researchers performed three regressions of the number of Medicaid mental health consumers per 

1,000 people on the unemployment rate for a period spanning July 2001 through June 2009.  

Regressions were performed for Aged, Blind, and Disabled (ABD), Children and Family 

Coverage (CFC), and Total Medicaid.  Results:  The unemployment effect was statistically 

significant on the number of CFC-Medicaid enrollees using community-based mental health 

services, but insignificant on the number of ABD-Medicaid enrollees using these services.   

Conclusion:  Since the unemployment effect is statistically significant for those covered under 

CFC rather than ABD, community-based mental health providers may need to determine service 

gaps for direct and supportive services based on symptom severity and age during an economic 

downturn.  Key Words:  Community-based mental health, Medicaid, Economic Recession, 

Unemployment 
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