
 

Sept. 24, 2015 

>>> ODH Report: Fentanyl Significantly Contributes to Rise in Ohio Drug Overdoses 

Based on law enforcement drug seizures, Ohio has seen a major increase in drug reports 
involving fentanyl, a more lethal opiate that is 30 to 50 times more potent than heroin.  With 
502 fentanyl-related drug overdose deaths in Ohio in 2014, fentanyl was a significant 
contributor to a rise in drug overdose deaths, according to preliminary data released today by 
the Ohio Department of Health (ODH). By comparison, in 2013 just 84 deaths involved fentanyl. 
Overall, drug overdose deaths in Ohio increased from 2,110 in 2013 to 2,482 in 2014. ODH’s 
release of 2014 preliminary drug overdose death data is seven months faster than past years 
and ahead of most states. By getting this data out more quickly it enables the state, local 
governments and Ohio communities to have a better understanding of the challenges they face 
and the tactics necessary to take on the struggle against drug abuse. State officials also 
released a document highlighting new strategies to fight the opiate crisis.   
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In the News 

9.24.15 | Columbus Dispatch Ohio sees alarming jump in drug overdose deaths 

9.24.15 | Cleveland Plain Dealer Mother organizes Beachwood talks on heroin addiction after 
daughter’s death 

9.23.15 | Associated Press Cleveland police to get enhanced training on mental health 

9.20.15 | Ashtabula Star Beacon Drugs’ other victims 

9.12.15 | Columbus Dispatch Guide to Life: Dealing with postpartum depression  

http://www.healthy.ohio.gov/%7E/media/HealthyOhio/ASSETS/Files/injury%20prevention/News%20Release%20--%202014%20Prelim%20Drug%20Overdose%20Data%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.healthy.ohio.gov/%7E/media/HealthyOhio/ASSETS/Files/injury%20prevention/2014%20Ohio%20Preliminary%20Overdose%20Report.pdf
http://mha.ohio.gov/Portals/0/assets/Initiatives/GCOAT/092015-combatting-opiates-in-ohio.pdf
http://mha.ohio.gov/Portals/0/assets/Initiatives/GCOAT/092015-timeline-2011-2015.pdf
http://mha.ohio.gov/Portals/0/assets/Initiatives/GCOAT/092015-new-strategies.pdf
http://mha.ohio.gov/Portals/0/assets/Initiatives/GCOAT/092015-fentanyl-background.pdf
http://mha.ohio.gov/Portals/0/assets/Research/OSAM-TRI/092015-OSAMogram-heroin-fentanyl-update.pdf
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2015/09/24/overdose-deaths.html?utm_medium=twitter&utm_source=twitterfeed
http://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2015/09/mother_organizes_beachwood_tal.html
http://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2015/09/mother_organizes_beachwood_tal.html
http://www.whio.com/news/ap/ohio/agency-agrees-to-train-cleveland-cops-on-crisis-in/nnmNZ/
http://www.starbeacon.com/news/local_news/drugs-other-victims/article_edce5a95-f069-59ce-8d20-f02aaa208627.html
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/life_and_entertainment/2015/09/12/a-new-life-line.html


8.16.15 | Urbana Citizen Addiction treatment meds available at Mercy REACH & More treatment 
options available for substance abuse 

Please share widely and encourage your colleagues to subscribe to OhioMHAS 
eNews on our website.  Also, be sure to join us 
on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Flickr! 
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http://urbanacitizen.com/news/1587/more-treatment-options-available-for-substance-abuse
http://mha.ohio.gov/
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