Sept. 24, 2015
>>> ODH Report: Fentanyl Significantly Contributes to Rise in Ohio Drug Overdoses
Based on law enforcement drug seizures, Ohio has seen a major increase in drug reports
involving fentanyl, a more lethal opiate that is 30 to 50 times more potent than heroin. With
502 fentanyl-related drug overdose deaths in Ohio in 2014, fentanyl was a significant
contributor to a rise in drug overdose deaths, according to preliminary data released today by
the Ohio Department of Health (ODH). By comparison, in 2013 just 84 deaths involved fentanyl.
Overall, drug overdose deaths in Ohio increased from 2,110 in 2013 to 2,482 in 2014. ODH’s
release of 2014 preliminary drug overdose death data is seven months faster than past years
and ahead of most states. By getting this data out more quickly it enables the state, local
governments and Ohio communities to have a better understanding of the challenges they face
and the tactics necessary to take on the struggle against drug abuse. State officials also
released a document highlighting new strategies to fight the opiate crisis.
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