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>>> Application Deadline Extended for Community Connectors Grants 

Due to overwhelming interest in Ohio’s Community Connectors program and desire by grant 
applicants to find the best mentoring partners, the deadline to submit funding applications has 
been extended to Friday, March 6 at 5:00 p.m. Community Connectors brings together families, 

community organizations, businesses and 
others in support of Ohio schools and to 
mentor students. The initiative provides 
$10 million in 3-to-1 matching grants that 
will help give more Ohio students access to 

role models who can help motivate and inspire them, as well as help them develop the skills to 
lead to success in school and the workplace.  
 
An FAQ has been developed to address numerous questions about the types of organizations 
that fulfill the “faith-based” requirement. Applicants may also view an informational webcast 
on the Community Connectors website. A second webcast will air on Weds., Jan. 21 at 2:00 
p.m. Check out the website for more information.  
 
>>> Employment Rule News 
The latest version of the OhioMHAS Employment Rule (5122-29-11) took effect in December 
2014. In order to ensure all of our stakeholders have a thorough understanding of the changes, 
OhioMHAS will be providing on-going technical assistance. A webinar has been planned for Feb. 
10 from 1:00-2:30 p.m. to discuss the new employment rule. To register for the webinar, please 
visit https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8939851232978703105 and enter Webinar ID: 
130-274-139.  
 
The purpose and intent of an employment service is to promote recovery through the 
implementation of evidence based and best practices which allow individuals to obtain and 
maintain integrated competitive meaningful employment by providing training, ongoing 
individualized support, and skill development that honor client choice. The outcome of an 

http://communityconnectors.ohio.gov/Portals/0/FAQ1%201-15.pdf
http://www.communityconnectors.ohio.gov/
http://mha.ohio.gov/Default.aspx?tabid=260
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8939851232978703105


employment service is that individuals will obtain and maintain a job of their choosing through 
rapid job placement which will increase their self-sufficiency and further their recovery.  
 
>>> Update on OhioMHAS Rule-Making Process 
OhioMHAS is updating the Department’s process for developing and adopting administrative 
rules. The Department is streamlining the method for communicating draft rule proposals in 
order to reach a broader stakeholder base in a more timely manner. Rules will be drafted and 
stakeholders consulted primarily through the use of email distribution lists, although other 
methods of stakeholder outreach will be used as circumstances warrant. The rule process is 
outlined in the attached documents. The Department will also be updating OAC 5122-1-02 to 
codify this process. All future administrative rule communications will be through the 
“adminrules” email list. Click HERE to subscribe. 

>>> REGISTER NOW! Ohio Problem Gambling Conference — March 5-6, 2015  
The Ohio Problem Gambling Conference 2015 — Growing Awareness, Building Capacity — 
has been set for March 5-6, 2015, at the Crowne Plaza Columbus, 6500 Doubletree Avenue. 
Hosted by OhioMHAS and sponsored by Ohio for Responsible Gambling, the 1.5 day event will 
feature Dr. Jeffrey Derevensky of McGill University, who is an expert in prevention and 
treatment of problem gambling among adolescents. The second day highlight will be Dr. Lori 
Rugle, director of Maryland’s Center of Excellence on Problem Gambling, who will present on 
Gambling and SBIRT and Recovery Promotion. The afternoon of the second day will offer a 
three-hour session on Ethics with a focus on problem gambling treatment – especially useful for 
the new Ohio Chemical Dependency Professionals Board Gambling Endorsement. A variety of 
educational seminars will round out both days, including a Diversity Panel on March 5. Seating 
is limited, so register now! 

In the News 

(1/19/15) Zanesville Times-Recorder Familial support critical with mental illness 

(1/19/15) Dayton Daily News Health care jobs spike with Medicaid expansion 

(1/19/15) Toledo Blade (Editorial) Back to life 

(1/19/15) WKRC-TV PAR focuses on getting heroin addicts into recovery 

(1/19/15) Greenville Daily Advocate Schools required to teach on prescription painkiller dangers 

(1/19/15) Jackson County Daily (Letter) Preserving Ohio’s Medicaid improvements is essential 
for continued prosperity 

(1/16/15) Columbus Dispatch Ohio wants businesses to help in fight against drugs 

http://mha.ohio.gov/Default.aspx?tabid=262
http://tinyurl.com/2015problemgamblingconference
http://www.zanesvilletimesrecorder.com/story/news/local/2015/01/19/familial-support-critical-mental-illness/22019219/
http://www.daytondailynews.com/news/news/health-care-jobs-spike-with-medicaid-expansion/njqSp/
http://www.toledoblade.com/Featured-Editorial-Home/2015/01/19/Back-to-life.html
http://www.local12.com/news/features/top-stories/stories/par-focuses-getting-heroin-addicts-into-recovery-23716.shtml
http://www.dailyadvocate.com/news/news/151365335/Schools-required-to-teach-on-prescription-painkiller-dangers
http://m.jacksoncountydaily.com/comment/letters/article_3c4c7f2e-b05d-5d8f-9f04-542fae71e155.html?mode=jqm
http://m.jacksoncountydaily.com/comment/letters/article_3c4c7f2e-b05d-5d8f-9f04-542fae71e155.html?mode=jqm
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2015/01/16/businesses-target-of-drug-fight.html


(1/16/15) Fremont News-Messenger New program aims to reduce drugged workforce 

(1/16/15) 610WTVN State program aimed at reducing drug abuse expanding 

(1/16/15) WCBE 90.5 Businesses, State Join Forces to Prevent Child Drug Use 

(1/15/15) Associated Press Ohio launches drug prevention effort for businesses 

(1/16/15) WTRF-TV One Year Anniversary for Program Designed to Prevent Pill Abuse 

 

Please share widely and encourage your colleagues to subscribe to OhioMHAS eNews on 
our website.  Also, be sure to join us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Flickr! 

 

http://www.thenews-messenger.com/story/news/state/2015/01/16/new-program-aims-reduce-drugged-workforce/21851863/
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