
 

Feb. 9, 2016 

(l-r) State Rep. Robert Sprague (R-Findlay), Mental health and Recovery 
Services Board of Allen, Auglaize and Hardin Counties Executive Director 
M ike Schoenhofer, OhioMHAS Director  

Tracy Plouck , The Hon. Scott Barrett, Judge, Hardin County Common Pleas 
Court and Nathan G., a graduate of the Hardin County program, participate 
in a press event in Kenton on Feb. 8.  

 

>>> Hardin County Press Event Highlights Ohio’s “Addiction Treatment Program”  

State and local officials gathered at the Hardin County Courthouse Monday afternoon to 
highlight how community-based addiction treatment providers and specialty docket court 
programs are partnering to reduce substance abuse and recidivism. Launched in 2014 as part of 
Ohio’s multi-pronged strategy to fight prescription painkiller and heroin abuse, the Addiction 
Treatment Program (ATP) has contributed to a decrease in drug use and criminal activity, and 
an increase in stable housing and employment among program participants. State Rep. Robert 
Sprague joined OhioMHAS Director Tracy Plouck, Hardin County Common Pleas Court Judge 
Scott Barrett and Mental Health and Recovery Services Board of Allen, Auglaize and Hardin 
Counties Executive Director Mike Schoenhofer to provide an update on program investments 
and outcomes, including an evaluation completed by researchers from Case Western Reserve 
University. They were joined by drug court graduate Nathan G. who said the program helped 
him achieve sobriety, find work and purchase a home. To date, the program has reached 410 
men and women, two-thirds of whom also had a co-occurring mental health disorder. According 
to a Case Western Reserve University evaluation of the program, past-month drug use among 
program participants decreased 69.4 percent, while crimes committed decreased 86 percent to 
3.7 percent. At the same time, employment increased 114 percent, while stable housing 
increased by nearly 29 percent. Among participants, 60 percent had a job and 91 percent had 
stable housing upon completion of the program, compared to 27 percent and 70 percent, 
respectively, before enrolling in the program. Read the media release.   
 

 

http://mha.ohio.gov/Default.aspx?tabid=718
http://mha.ohio.gov/Default.aspx?tabid=718
http://mha.ohio.gov/Portals/0/assets/Initiatives/ATPP/2015-ATP-Begun-Center-Final-Report.pdf
http://mha.ohio.gov/Portals/0/assets/News/pressReleases/ATP_2816.pdf


Coverage from The Lima News 

Coverage from WKTN-FM 95.3 

>>> Latest OARRS Report Shows Opioid Doses, Prescriptions Declined in 2015 
Opioid prescribing in Ohio continued to decline in 2015, according to a newly released report 
from the State Board of Pharmacy’s Ohio Automated Rx Reporting System (OARRS). In 2015, 
the total doses of opioids dispensed to Ohio patients decreased to 701 million from a high of 
793 million in 2012, a drop of 11.6 percent.  The number of opioid prescriptions provided to 
Ohio patients decreased by 1.4 million during the same time period. OARRS data also showed a 
71 percent decrease in the amount of people engaged in the practice of doctor shopping since 
2010.      
 
In the News 

2.9.16 | Youngstown Vindicator State grant funds additional early childhood professionals 

2.8.16 | The Associated Press State says painkiller prescriptions continue to fall in Ohio 

2.8.16 | WMFD-TV 68 Health Dept. Will Distribute Naloxone to First Responders 

2.8.16 | ABC News Duchess Kate Champions Mental Health in New PSA 

2.7.16 | The Associated Press Heroin scourge changes role of police in hard-hit areas 

2.6.16 | Bowling Green Sentinel-Tribune Wood County to get recovery housing 

2.6.16 | Akron Beacon-Journal Music and mental illness: Exploring the line between genius and 
insanity 

2.5.16 | Hamilton Journal-News New program seeks to curb addiction through education  

2.5.16 | Huffington Post Mental Illness: Talk About It More, Not Less 

2.5.16 | Athens Messenger Students Participate in “Five Minutes for Life” Drug Prevention 
Program  

2.4.16 | Columbus Dispatch Treatment centers cheer more fed money to fight drug addiction 

2.4.16 | WDTN-TV 2 Health officials react to easy access of heroin antidote 

2.3.16 | Newswise Study: Addressing trauma in juvenile offenders should be larger focus of 
rehabilitation 

Please share widely and encourage your colleagues to subscribe to OhioMHAS 
eNews on our website.  Also, be sure to join us 
on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Flickr! 

 

http://limaohio.com/news/165361/treatment-program-offers-another-chance
http://wktn.com/local-news/174248
http://www.pharmacy.ohio.gov/OARRS2015
http://www.vindy.com/news/2016/feb/09/mental-health-organizations-gear-up-to-r/
http://www.ohio.com/news/break-news/state-says-painkiller-prescriptions-continue-to-fall-in-ohio-1.660540
http://www.wmfd.com/news/single.asp?story=67329
http://abcnews.go.com/Entertainment/duchess-kate-champions-mental-health-psa/story?id=36785731
http://www.whio.com/news/ap/ohio/heroin-scourge-changes-role-of-police-in-hard-hit-/nqLRd/
http://www.sent-trib.com/news/county-to-get-recovery-housing/article_c5d529b2-cc93-11e5-915c-5f8cee780e07.html
http://www.ohio.com/news/break-news/music-and-mental-illness-exploring-the-line-between-genius-and-insanity-1.660018
http://www.ohio.com/news/break-news/music-and-mental-illness-exploring-the-line-between-genius-and-insanity-1.660018
http://www.journal-news.com/news/news/local/new-program-seeks-to-curb-drug-addiction-through-e/nqKrJ/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/peggy-drexler/mental-illness-talk-about_b_9169778.html
http://www.athensmessenger.com/news/federal-hocking-students-participate-in-drug-prevention-program/article_1b1f41ee-fe98-52cb-9130-448bdf8c3c5d.html
http://www.athensmessenger.com/news/federal-hocking-students-participate-in-drug-prevention-program/article_1b1f41ee-fe98-52cb-9130-448bdf8c3c5d.html
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2016/02/04/local-advocates-cheer-additional-funding-to-treat-opiate-addiction.html
http://wdtn.com/2016/02/04/health-officials-react-to-easy-access-of-heroin-antidote/
http://newswise.com/articles/addressing-trauma-in-juvenile-offenders-should-be-larger-focus-of-rehabilitation-study-finds
http://newswise.com/articles/addressing-trauma-in-juvenile-offenders-should-be-larger-focus-of-rehabilitation-study-finds
http://mha.ohio.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/OhioMHAS
https://twitter.com/ohiomhas
http://www.youtube.com/user/OhioMHAS
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ohiomhas/

