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More than 650 individuals from throughout the state are in Columbus today and tomorrow to
participate in the National Alliance on Mental Illiness of Ohio’s 2015 conference: “A Matter of
Life, Strife or Death.. Day one of the conference focused on the historical and contemporary

institutionalization of persons with mental illness in our jails and prisons, paying special tribute
to Dorothea Dix, a pioneering voice for the mentally ill. Day Two will feature workshops on
NAMI affiliate support and development, legislative initiatives, youth supports and recovery,



resiliency and wellness. OhioMHAS Director Tracy Plouck joined Ohio Department of
Rehabilitation and Correction Director Gary Mohr this afternoon for a discussion on the
interface between the criminal justice and mental health systems. Check the OhioMHAS Flickr
page next week for more photos from the conference.

>>> State of Ohio to Host “Rx Take Back By Example” Event on May 1

In conjunction with the first annual Prescription Drug Abuse Awareness and Education Day in
Ohio, the Governor’s Cabinet Opiate Action Team (GCOAT) is partnering with the Ohio State
Highway Patrol, the Ohio National Guard, the Ohio State Board of Pharmacy and the Ohio
Department of Administration Services to offer an “Rx Take Back By Example” event on Friday,
May 1. State employees and members of the public are invited to discard old, expired and
unused prescription and over-the-counter medications and vitamins* at one of two Columbus
locations: Rhodes Tower Lobby, 30 E. Broad St and the lobby of the Ohio Department of Public
Safety, 1970 W. Broad St. from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Members of the Patrol and Guard will oversee
the collection process and proper disposal of medications. The State Board of Pharmacy will

provide locked collection bins.
*Pills only. Liquids, gels, aerosols and needles not accepted.
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Please share widely and encourage your colleagues to subscribe to OhioMHAS eNews on
our website. Also, be sure to join us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Flickr.
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