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Abstract

Crack Cocaine, Marijuana, Methamphetamine and alcohol remain the commonly abused substances in the
Akron and Canton area.  The prevalence of crack cocaine is relatively unchanged; however, there continue
to be new user groups emerging.  Specifically, an increase in white, professional male/female individuals
over the age of  thirty are using crack cocaine.  Marijuana remains the most common drug used within the
region, often utilized in conjunction with alcohol and other drugs, particularly with the adolescent population.
  New user groups of youth abusing heroin, hallucinogens and “club drugs” (“Ecstasy”, “Special K”, “crank”)
 continues to increase.  Prescription drugs that are commonly being abused are Vicodin, OxyContin,
Demerol and Dilaudid.  Over-the-counter drugs such as Tylenol P.M. and cold medicines is also reported. 
Treatment challenges continue to exist for all of the drugs mentioned – especially heroin, crack cocaine and
prescription drugs.  These challenges include reimbursement, lack of residential treatment programs and
availability of intensive treatment programs.  Furthermore, multigenerational abuse among families is also
becoming increasingly apparent to treatment providers and users.

INTRODUCTION

1.   Area Description

     Akron, Ohio is a city of approximately a quarter million people located in Summit County in northeast
Ohio.  Approximately 74% of Akron’s population are white, 24% are African-American and 2% are other
ethnic groups.  Summit County is inhabited by approximately half a million people.  Of these, 87% are white,
12% are African-American and 1% are of other ethnicity. The median household income is estimated to be
$28,996.  Approximately 12% of all people of all ages in Summit County are living in poverty, and
approximately 18% of all children under the age of 18 live in poverty.  Approximately 43% of the people in
Summit County reside in the city of Akron.  Summit County contains several other incorporated cities around
Akron.  The largest of these cities are Cuyahoga Falls (containing approximately 10% of the population of
Summit County, Stow (5%), Barberton (5%) and Tallmadge (3%).  The remainder of Summit County’s
population lives in smaller towns and townships.

     Canton, Ohio is a city of 84,161 people (1990 Census) located in Stark County.  Approximately 81% of
Canton’s population are white, 18% African-American and 1% are other ethnic groups.  Stark County is
inhabited by approximately 370,000 people.  Of these, approximately 92% are white, 7% are African-
American and 1% are of other ethnicity.  The median household income is estimated to be $27,852. 
Approximately 11% of all people of all ages in Stark County live in poverty, and approximately 16% of all
children under the age of 18 live in poverty.  Approximately 25% of the people in Stark County reside in the
city of Canton.  Stark County contains two other incorporated cities, Massillon (containing approximately 8%
of the population of Stark County) and Alliance (6%).  The remainder of Stark County’s population lives in
villages and townships.

2.   Data Sources and Time Periods

· Qualitative data were collected in three focus groups and one individual interview conducted in
November, December, 2000 and January, 2001.  The number and type of participants are described
in Table 1 and 2.

· Alcohol and drug abuse treatment admission data are provided by the Ohio Department of
Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services for the state of Ohio and each specific county.



· National statistics are available from the Treatment Episode Data Set (TEDS) 1992 -1997
provided by SAMHSA.

· Availability, price and purity data are available through the Stark and Summit Counties
Sheriff’s Department and local suburban police/sheriff departments for January, 2000 through
September, 2000.

Table 1: Qualitative Data Sources

Focus Groups

Date of Focus
 Group

Number of
Participants

Active Drug Users or Front-Line Professionals

(Type:  counselor, police officer, social workers, etc.)

12/05/00 7
Active Users, Treatment Providers

1/09/01 7 Active Users, Treatment Providers

1/09/01 7 Active Users, Treatment Providers

Individual Interviews
Date of Individual Interview Active Drug Users or Front-Line Professionals

(Type:  counselor, police officer, social worker, etc.)
1/16/01 Medical Director of a large, multi-service community health agency

located in Akron, Ohio

Totals

Total number of
Focus Groups

Total Number of Focus
Group Participants

Total Number of
Individual Interviews

TOTAL
Number of Participants

3 21 1 22

Table 2: Detailed Focus Group/Interview Information

January 16, 2001

“Name” Age Ethnicity Gender Experience/Background

R 51
Arab-

American
Male

Twenty-seven years in behavioral health medicine
with a specialty in chemical dependency.  Medical
Director of large, multi-service community mental
health agency servicing clients in the Akron and
surrounding areas.

Recruitment procedure: The participant above was recruited through a previously established contact with
the Executive Director of the Summit County Mental Health Boards.  This individual was recommended for



participation in Substance Abuse Trends of adults because of his expertise in chemical dependency
treatment issues.

December 5, 2000

“Name” Age Ethnicity Gender Experience/Background

C
26 White Male Active drug user.  Primary drug of choice is

marijuana and methamphetamines.

T 52 White Male
Twenty-five years experience in Behavioral Health -
both chemical dependency, mental health and
forensics.  Registered Nurse.

M 37 White Male History of alcohol abuse with “dabbling” in drugs –
has been in and out of treatment programs for past
seven years.

J 21 White Male Active drug user.  Primary drug of choice is Heroin.
 Past history of dealing extensively marijuana –
incarcerated for robbery to support habit and
possession.

D 34 White Male Active drug user.  Primary drug of choice is
prescription medications.

B 36 White Male Active drug user.  Primary drug of choice is alcohol
and cocaine.

D2 42 White Female Treatment counselor for past seventeen years.

Recruitment Procedure: The seven participants listed above were recruited through a contact with a Summit
County behavioral health facility.  The nurse liaison asked the treatment providers to identify appropriate
candidates for participation.

January 9, 2001
“Name” Age Ethnicity Gender Experience/Background

D 37 White Male Active user of alcohol, cocaine and
marijuana.

S 48 White Male Active user of alcohol, cocaine.

T 34 Hispanic Male Recovering addict of heroin.
J 51 White Male Active user of crack cocaine.  Long

history of dealing drugs throughout
many states.  Has been
incarcerated in past for possession
and robbery.



G 38 White Male Active user of crack cocaine.  Has
been sober for past seven months.

L 44 White Male Recovering addict, treatment
provider.

T2 53 White Male Treatment provider
Recruitment procedure:  The participants above were recruited through a contact with a mental health facility
that offers chemical dependency services.  Treatment providers requested volunteers for participation.

January 9, 2001
“Name” Age Ethnicity Gender Experience/Background

Denise 43 White Female
Treatment providers for past
seventeen years.

P 20 White Male Active user of marijuana and
alcohol.  Has been incarcerated
for possession of marijuana. 
Has been using drugs since 16
years of age.

D 21 White Male Drug abuser.  Primary drug of
choice is cocaine.

J 21 White Male Active user of marijuana and
cocaine.  Has been in and out of
treatment programs for past 3
years.

T 51 White Male Treatment provider.
R 46 White Male Active user of alcohol.  DWI

repeat offender.
J2 20 White Male Active drug user of marijuana

and alcohol.  Has recently been
diagnosed with a cognitive
deficiency due to past usage of
marijuana laced with PCP and
acid.

Recruitment procedure:  The four participants above were recruited through a treatment program offered for
males with a past history of incarceration and/or involvement with social service agencies.

DRUG ABUSE TRENDS

1. Cocaine

1.1   CRACK COCAINE

     Crack cocaine remains the predominant drug of choice with drug users residing within Stark and Summit
Counties.  Cocaine in the form of crack vs. powder is the most popular form being utilized.  Low cost,
availability and ease of use are the most common reasons verbalized for crack cocaine’s continued high rate
of utilization amongst user groups.  The price of crack cocaine varies, depending on the quality and purity of
the drug, relationship with the dealer and location of the purchase – the cost of a rock in Stark County
averages approximately $15, where the cost of a rock in the Akron area is a bit higher at $20. 



… When I was 24 and someone introduced me to powder, I loved it! It made me feel invincible. 
Someone tuned me on to rock about a year later and I couldn’t find rock anywhere – I had to go
down into the bowels of Akron to find rock – now, you pretty much can find it anywhere, as long as
you don’t mind paying extra for it – just knock on your neighbor’s door…

     Crack cocaine crosses both genders, race/ethnicity and age groups.  Participants report that more
younger females and elderly individuals (45 years old and up) are abusing crack cocaine. Many of the young
females turn to prostitution to support their crack habit (“strawberries”) and it is not uncommon to see
several “strawberries” patrolling the street around known dealer locales in broad daylight.  Treatment
providers and drug abusers/dealer report a continuing increase among male/female professional clientele –
physicians, attorneys, law enforcement personnel and successful business entrepreneurs.  Treatment
providers, active users and dealers report that many individuals travel to Akron from the surrounding
suburban areas such as Medina, Green and Hudson to buy crack cocaine.   

… I go to a certain person in a house and you get a better price.  On the street, it’s $15 to $20 a
rock.  I’ll go to my guy and I spend a lot of money with him.  Instead of five or six rocks for $100, I’ll
get 10 … Someone turned me onto crack and I was off and running.  I lost houses.  What
surprises me is that there are a lot more women addicted to this stuff.  Now, I’m seeing
strawberries everywhere – If ever I go down to the ‘hood and say I need crack and affection, it’s
readily available…

     The treatment issues associated with crack cocaine remain – specifically, minimal residential treatment
is available, lack of treatment programs directed primarily towards cocaine addiction, and a complete lack of
treatment for the financially disadvantaged and indigent abuser.  Many treatment providers stated that crack
cocaine is becoming an issue with adolescents and treatment programs geared specifically toward the
young user groups.

     Exhibits 2 and 6 provide the (1997) national and (1999) Ohio adult treatment admissions data for
comparison to Summit and Stark County (1999) treatment admissions data.  Summit County reported that
14% of treatment admissions represented crack cocaine as the primary drug of choice.  Stark County
reported that 10.4% of treatment admissions represented crack cocaine as the primary drug of choice. 
Exhibits 2 and 6 illustrate the nation at 1.4% and the state of Ohio at 14.1% for crack cocaine treatment
admissions as primary drug of choice.

1.2  COCAINE HYDROCHLORIDE

     Participants report a decrease in the prevalence of cocaine hydrochloride use related to the continual
popularity of crack cocaine and the higher cost of powder cocaine.  The price of powder cocaine is
relatively stable – a gram sells for approximately $100 – 125, with a higher cost reported in the suburbs.
 Active users and dealers report an increase in the use of powder cocaine amongst the dealer groups. 
All participants reported that utilization is down in accordance with the reported poor quality of powder
cocaine on the street.

… It’s basically just a matter of supply and demand – people are more interested in crack these
days … … people are still buying it, but the quality is so damn bad – it’s been stepped on all over
– the quality has gone down because of greed … But people still buy it, if they can’t find it, they
just go further and further out into the suburbs – you can get whatever you want, you just have to
know who to ask…

2. Heroin



     Next to alcohol and crack cocaine, heroin is the drug of choice for users in the Akron/Canton region.
 This popularity is attributed to availability and low cost, improved quality and potency leading to a much
more pleasurable “high.”  Most common users are African-American males in their mid-late thirties and
a younger population of 25 years and older.

… Heroin is everywhere – it is out there, even in the suburbs, it just might take a bit of calling … In
the suburbs, you might have to wait awhile for it.  It was not a problem, it is out there and it is scary
… You can’t move away from it, you just can’t move far enough away …

     Heroin is readily available in the Akron/Canton region.  Heroin is commonly sold in bundles (ten
hits/”bags” to a bundle) and sells for approximately $250 – although many ‘discounts’ can be obtained
through dealer/seller recognition and purchasing bulk amounts.  The most popular method of
administration is smoking with several participants stating that they have seen an increase in intravenous
usage of heroin.

…The price has really dropped – years ago, it used to be $175 a gram – that was back in the early
‘80’s.  I can get bundles for $10 a piece, and a bundle for $90 … the quality has actually gotten
better over the years

      Heroin usage among a younger population continues to increase.  Participants verbalized that this
may be due to the availability of the drug, ease of usage, relatively low cost and less of a stigma
associated with heroin versus a “crackhead.”

… Teenagers and early twenty year olds are using heroin … Most people I know snort it, but I know
of a lot of people who are starting to shoot it up … I think it’s more heavily concentrated in the
black community and with male Hispanics.  It’s also real bad in the white population … I don’t think
you see elderly people doing it because there aren’t a lot of old junkies around…

3. Other Opioids

     Opioids currently popular in Stark and Summit County are Dilaudid, Vicodin, OxyContin and
Demerol.   Prescription addiction is expensive, with the cost ranging from $5 to $45 per pill and higher,
depending on the class of drug.  The most popular method of procurement remains through the medical
profession and medical system – e.g. repeat trips to the local emergency room, prescriptions from
dentists and physicians, utilizing prescriptions from elderly parents, siblings and friends.  Primary users
of prescription drugs continue to be predominantly women in their early thirties, often times used in
conjunction with alcohol.  The second most popular user groups are white males, ages 35 and older.

The 1999 treatment admissions data for Summit and Stark County report similar trends in treatment
admissions for heroin/other opiates as a primary drug of choice.  Summit County reported 2% of their
treatment admissions as representing heroin/other opiates as the primary drug of choice, while Stark
County reported 2.1% of their treatment admissions for heroin/other opiates as the primary drug of
choice.   The 1997 national treatment admissions data reported that 20.8% of admissions represented
heroin/other opiates as the primary drug of choice.  The 1999 state of Ohio treatment admissions data
reported that 5.6% of admissions represented heroin/other opiates as the primary drug of choice.  These
results demonstrated that Summit and Stark County are lower in treatment admissions of heroin/other
opiates as the primary drug of choice. (Exhibits: 2 and 6)

4.   Marijuana

     Treatment providers state that marijuana is the most readily available drug in the Akron/Canton area,



often used in conjunction with alcohol and other drugs.  Both treatment providers and users state that
users do not feel that marijuana “is really a drug.”  Due to this perception of marijuana as a ‘recreational
drug’ similar to alcohol, treatment is not actively pursued.

     Participants reported that marijuana can be found “everywhere that you look” – the cost remains
relatively stable at $50-$60 an ounce, depending on the location, the dealer and the quality.  Users
reported an increase in “homegrown” and “hydroponic” marijuana being sold. Treatment providers report
that almost all adolescents seen in treatment have a history of smoking marijuana. Combining
marijuana with other drugs such as PCP and crack cocaine, rolled into a cigar casement (“Primos”,
“Blunts”) remains very popular with younger users.

… users are getting younger – twelve, thirteen years old.  I’ve known even younger kids … It’s so
available … if you want some weed that’s good, it can probably run you about $50 for an eighth.  If you
want old commercial stuff, you’ll pay about $30 an eighth … the good stuff is “green”, it’s hydroponic …
the guy who has pot has other things too – that’s why it leads to the hard stuff…

The 1999 Summit County treatment admissions data report that 16.8% of admissions are for
marijuana/hashish as the primary drug of choice.  Stark County treatment admissions reported 18.5%
admissions for marijuana/hashish as the primary drug of choice during 1999.  In comparison, the 1997
national drug treatment admissions reported 11.2% of admissions for marijuana/hashish as the primary
drug of choice, while the state of Ohio reported 19.4% of admissions for marijuana/hashish as the
primary drug of choice during 1999.  (Exhibits: 1 and 5)   

5.   Other Drugs

     All participants reported that use of hallucinogens (LSD, mushrooms) has increased with younger
users particularly at Raves.  Furthermore, Ecstasy was also reported on the rise with youth, adult gay
men and college students.   The average cost ranges from $20 - $50 per pill and is readily available in
local bars and rock concerts.  Participants also discussed the popularity of GHB and the current practice
of “home manufacturing” the drug with individuals obtaining the “recipe” off of the Internet.  Steroid abuse,
crank and ketamine (Special K) were also reported to be popular, primarily amongst younger users.

CONCLUSIONS

     Alcohol, crack cocaine, heroin and marijuana remain the most commonly abused drugs in the Summit
and Stark County area.  Alcohol and marijuana use is so widely practiced and accepted that both are not
considered to be chemical substances by drug users.  Heroin and crack cocaine crosses both genders,
race/ethnicity and age groups.  A new user group consisting of white, urban, professionals has emerged
amongst crack cocaine users.  Heroin continues to be popular among younger users (ages 17 –25), due to
easy availability, relatively low cost and pleasurable high that is associated with heroin.

The “club drugs” continue to enjoy increasing popularity among the areas younger population.  Ecstasy
remains the primary hallucinogen being utilized and is readily available at the local entertainment districts. 
Marijuana is present in all schools, including the elementary schools in the area.  Abuse of prescription
drugs is reported to be on the increase with white males.

A myriad of treatment barriers continue to exist for all the drugs discussed.  Detoxification programs are
primarily available only if an individual is in physical distress (i.e., heroin or alcohol withdrawal) and are very
limited, in terms of availability, location and length of stay.  Reimbursement issues remain a tremendous
challenge for the majority of users in terms of seeking treatment.



Recommendations

• Residential treatment programs are desperately needed for addiction treatment,
following intensive inpatient and in conjunction with outpatient treatment.  
Transitional housing should be available for individuals recently experiencing
sobriety for at least a period of 90 days.  Furthermore, treatment programs must
consider incorporating some type of “mainstreaming” of recovering addicts into
society in an effort to reduce the rate of recidivism.

• Prevention programs aimed at both younger populations and new user groups that
consist of the elderly, and urban professionals need to be designed and
implemented.

• The issue of multi-generational use amongst families needs to be addressed in both
prevention and treatment programs.

Exhibits

• Exhibits (1 – 4) compare national, Ohio and Summit County adult treatment patient’s primary drug of
abuse.  National data is for 1997, State of Ohio and Cuyahoga County data is for 1999. Statistics were
provided by the State of Ohio Department of Drug Addiction Services, Alcohol and Drug Client Data
System.

• Exhibits (5 – 8) compare national, Ohio and Stark County adult treatment patient’s primary drug of
abuse.  National data is for 1997, State of Ohio and Cuyahoga County data is for 1999.  Statistics were
provided by the State of Ohio Department of Drug Addiction Services, Alcohol and Drug Client Data
System.
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Exhibit 3: National, State of Ohio, and Summit 
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Exhibit 4: National, State of Ohio, and Summit 
County Adult Treatment Patient's Primary Drug 
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Exhibit  5: National, State of Ohio, and Stark 
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Exhibit  7: National, State of Ohio, and Stark County 
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Exhibit  8: National, State of Ohio, and Stark County 
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Abstract

The misuse, abuse and diversion of Oxycontin-R constitutes a significant problem, which
must be addressed in a rational and measured manner.  The crux of the problem is that
tighter controls on the drug will mean that patients in pain who, now by the criteria
established by the Joint commission on the Accreditation of Hospitals (JCAHO), deserve
to have their pain adequately treated will not receive a safe and effective drug, i.e.
Oxycontin-R.  The solution to this two-headed dragon of a problem is simultaneous
aggressive law enforcement, and education of physicians and all health professionals
about the appropriate use of analgesics.  Communication between health professionals
and pharmaceutical diversion investigators is an important aspect of the solution to this
multi-faceted problem.

The Internet websites continue to propagate the myth that the main risk of MDMA is
dehydration.  The main risks are hyperthermia, tachycardia, convulsions, hypertension,
irrational dangerous behavior, damage to serotonergic nerves and death.  All these
effects are caused by MDMA, not dehydration.

INTRODUCTION

1.  Area Description

The greater Cincinnati area is home to about 1.5 million people.  The population of the
City of Cincinnati is about 750,000.  The population of Cincinnati is comprised of African-
Americans, Caissons.  Sub populations of Appalachians and smaller sub populations of
Hispanics and Orientals are also present.  Cincinnati is a city of smaller neighborhoods,
each with different specific socio-demographic characteristics.  The African-American
population is relatively stable and accounts for a significant portion of the total Cincinnati
population.  The Appalachian population is well established and relatively stable.  The
Hispanic population is small, but has grown significantly in the past five years.

2.  Data Sources and Time Periods

• Cincinnati Drug and Poison Information Center (DPIC) the DPIC is the regional
drug and poison information center for southwest Ohio.  The 1999 annual report  is
enclosed

• The Cincinnati Pharmaceutical Diversion Unit (PDU).  The Cincinnati
Pharmaceutical Diversion Unit is a unit of the Cincinnati Police, which is responsible
for the investigation of the diversion of pharmaceuticals from legitimate use.  Dr.
Nelson is a member of the Ohio chapter of the National Association of Drug
Diversion Investigators (NADDI).

• The Early Prevention and Intervention Project (EPIP).  EPIP is a street outreach
project directed at people at high risk of infection with HIV, STI’s and TB.  The
program has six outreach workers and contacts thousands of people on the street
each year who are currently using drugs.



Table 1: Qualitative Data Sources.
Focus Groups

Date of Focus
Group

Number of
Participants

Active Drug Users or Front-Line Professionals
(Type: counselor, police officer, social worker, etc.)

None

Individual Interviews

Date of Individual
Interview

Active Drug Users or Front-Line Professionals
(Type: counselor, police officer, social worker, etc.)

None

Totals

Total Number of
Focus Groups

Total Number of Focus
Group Participants

Total Number of
Individual Interviews

TOTAL
Number of Participants

0 0 0 0

Table 2: Detailed Focus Group/Interview Information

“Name” Age Ethnicity Gender Experience/Background
N/a

DRUG ABUSE TRENDS

1.  Cocaine

Overall, cocaine is readily available.  Its form and price depends on market variables.
Crack tends to be used by African-Americans, and the lower SES population.  Crack use
by middle and upper SES populations certainly occurs as is evidenced by the pattern of
buys in the inner city by suburban users.  This use pattern is less visible than the use
pattern by lower SES people.  Crack on the street is a number of different chemicals and
varies from day to day.  Street Crack usually contains some cocaine, but may also
contain benzocaine, procaine, xyloacaine, lodocaine, or other local anesthetics.
Unfortunately, all of these other local anesthetics are toxic.  Crack is smoked in pipes or
other devices suited for heating and vaporizing the drug.  The practice of injecting crack
is rare to nonexistent in Cincinnati.  Crack use is associated with prostitution and low-
level gang behavior.

1.1 CRACK COCAINE

Crack cocaine continues to be an important item of street commerce in Hamilton County.
The supply is plentiful.  It is sold for $5,  $10, $20, $50 or $100 for about a gram of
material.  The material typically contains some cocaine in the base form along with other
cuts, fillers and substitute local anesthetics.  Crack cocaine is almost always smoked.

1.2 COCAINE HYDROCHLORIDE



Cocaine powder (cocaine hydrochloride) is available, but not as plentifully as crack.  The
use pattern tends to be in the middle to upper SES white population.  The price tends
around $100/g.

The socio-economically-defined patterns of cocaine and crack use continue to be quite
clear and remarkable.

2. Heroin

Heroin is sporadically available.  It tends to come into the area in batches.  It is usually
Mexican brown, but some black tar is seen and occasionally more pure white powdered
material.  The percentage ranges widely from 5 to 50 percent.  Most is on the low
percentage end.  The price is high.  The minimum is $20, with $50 to $100 needed for a
higher quality bag.  Availability is irregular.

The supply of heroin in Cincinnati continues to be among the poorest in the Midwest.
The reasons for this are many.  Narcotic Law enforcement in Cincinnati is among the
best in the country.  In the past, heroin has come down I-75 from Detroit.  This continues
to be the main route of supply.  However, the influx of Hispanic emigrants has brought
Mexican heroin with them as a source of income.  A few batches of relatively high quality
heroin reached the streets of Cincinnati in the past six months.  The heroin supply
seems to be on the rise, but lags most other cities in the United States.

3.  Other Opioids

Cincinnati’s distinction as a “Pill Town” continues.  This means that the vast majority of
opioid drugs abused in Cincinnati are opioids diverted from pharmaceutical channels.
The opioids are sometimes extracted from the tablet dosage forms and then injected
intravenously.  More of this kind of drug use goes on in Cincinnati than any other city in
the country.  In this six-month period the abuse of “Oxy”(Oxycontin-R) has become more
problematic.  Dr. Nelson has been interviewed by U.S. News and World Report (Feb. 12
2001), The Wall Street Journal (January), The Cincinnati Post, The Cincinnati Enquirer,
The Dayton Daily News, and two other newspapers regarding the abuse of Oxycontin-R.
The crux of the problem is that Oxycontin-R is an important safe and effective analgesic
when used appropriately.  At the same time there are those who abuse the drug and
divert it from legitimate pharmaceutical channels, and rob pharmacies to obtain the drug.

4.  Marijuana

Marijuana continues to be regularly and continuously available.  The sources are
multiple and include: homegrown, hydroponicly grown, wild crops, Mexican, Jamaican,
and Columbian.  The percentage THC is typically 3 to 10 percent in most of the street
product.  The price varies from $150 to $250 per once and up depending on the
perceived quality of the product.

Hashish is not as available as marijuana, but its availability is relatively steady.  The
price varies around $50/g. The source varies, but most comes from the Middle East,
Jamaica, and Mexico.  Hash oil is also available sporadically. It sells for $100/5g.



Hashish is smoked by itself in a hash pipe.  Hash oil is smoked on marijuana or smoked
on tobacco.

5.  Stimulants

Street stimulants include Crank, which varies in content, but usually contains some
amphetamine in the hydrochloride or sulfate form.  Most comes from underground
laboratories, which vary considerably in quality.  The motorcycle gang group tends to
transport and sell Crank.  Ice has showed itself very infrequently in Cincinnati. In the
past six months methamphetamine has become much more available on the street.  It is
manufactured from pseudoephedrine using organic chemical synthetic methods, which
are widely available on the Internet.

Local police and law enforcement have confiscated numerous laboratories and arrested
numerous people for the manufacture of methamphetamine.  The methamphetamine is
usually snorted up the nose like cocaine.  Cases of methamphetamine dependence are
working their way through the criminal justice and chemical dependency treatment
systems.  The violence and criminal activity associated with methamphetamine abuse is
on the rise.

Look-alike drugs are widely available.  These drugs contain phenylpropanolamine,
caffeine, and or ephedrine, and are sold at truck stops and in underground magazines,
newspapers, and on the street.  This is so even though these drugs are illegal in the
State of Ohio.  There is abuse of methylphenidate as a gateway drug and drug of
second choice, almost exclusively among adolescents.

The advent of ICE (a smokeable form of methamphetamine) has not, as of yet, become
a major problem in Southwest Ohio.  Careful attention must be paid to the law
enforcement and prevention aspects of this potentially dangerous drug abuse pattern.

Methylphenidate (Ritalin) continues to be both a useful medication for the treatment of
Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD) and Adult Attention Deficit Disorder (AADD).  The drug
is diverted from legitimate pharmaceutical sources and abused orally or snorted to
produce a stimulant high.  Methylphenidate is seldom the “drug of choice” for anyone.
Its use is mostly adolescent and opportunistic.

6.  Depressants (Sedative Hypnotics and anxiolytic sedatives)

Depressants (Sedative Hypnotics) all prescription sedative hypnotics and anxiolytic
sedatives of the benzodiazepine and GABA agonist variety continue to be abused. Of
the benzodiazepines, Xanax continues to be the “drug of choice” among
benzodiazepine abusers.  The drugs are often taken with alcohol, which exponentially
increases their overdose and addictive danger.  Carisoprodol (Soma-R) continues to be
sought out as a drug of abuse.

The abuse of depressants occurs for its own sake and as a way to come down from
stimulants, (e.g., Crack, Crank methamphetamine, etc.).  Among the benzodiazepines,
“downer” users prefer Xanax-R.  Carisoprodol is sought after because it is easily
available and produces the same effects as other “downer” drugs.  Methocarbamol is
also sought after since it is readily available and produces the same effects as other



“downer” drugs.  Depressants are often combined with alcohol to intensify their effects.
Unfortunately, such use is dangerous and accounts for a large proportion of the
depressant related deaths.

7.  Hallucinogens

The available hallucinogens in Hamilton County are:
1. LSD, readily available at doses 25 to 75 micrograms, typically as “blotter acid,” or

“window panes.”   Psylocybin is available as “Shrooms” which is dried psilocybe
mushrooms or regular mushrooms with LSD added.

2. Mescaline and Peyote continue to be rare and expensive.
3. MMDA and MDA are readily available.  The drugs are widely available and most

often used at RAVE parties by people in there twenties.  There is also considerable
use of MDMA and MDA by the gay community.  Unfortunately, these drugs are
neurotoxic to serotonergic neurons.

The Internet through the www.dancesafe.com website continues to propagate the myth
that the main risk of MDMA is dehydration.  The main risks are hyperthermia,
tachycardia, convulsions, hypertension, irrational dangerous behavior, damage to
serotonergic nerves and death.  All these effects are caused by MDMA, not dehydration.
Dance safe is the blind, although well intended, leading the blind.

8.  Inhalants

Inhalant abuse causes a significant number of drug abuse-related deaths in southwest
Ohio every year.  All volatile solvents and gases have potential to be abused.  Spray
paint and isobutane are particularly popular as inhalants of abuse.  They tend to be used
by young people ages nine to fifteen.  Occasionally older people use inhalants.
However, there is usually a developmental delay or other mental health problem, which
pre-disposes to such use.  The abuse of volatile nitrites is low and found mostly in the
gay community.

9.  Alcohol

The use of alcohol in the Greater Cincinnati area continues to be stable.  The use
patterns begin with age of first use averages of age 12.  By early adolescence a small
percentage of children are engaged in regular drinking to drunkenness.  Still other
adolescents are “binge drinkers” who drink to drunkenness, typically on weekends.
Alcoholism is the most common chemical dependency in the Greater Cincinnati area.
Most chemically dependent people use alcohol in addition to their other drug of choice,
be it crack, marijuana, stimulants, opioids, or other drugs.  The incidence of alcoholism
for most groups in Cincinnati is close to the national average.  The beverage of choice
for street and poor groups tends to be high alcohol content beers and wines.  Most
adolescents prefer beer.  People in there 20’s tend toward distilled spirits as do more
affluent heavy drinkers.  High percentage beers and ales continue to be available in
large 40-ounce bottles, which are marketed heavily in the inner city area.



CONCLUSIONS

Two disturbing trends, which have heavily impacted Southwest Ohio in the past six
months, are the explosion of methamphetamine laboratories and the strong growth of
the abuse of Oxycontin.

Methamphetamine manufacture presents dangers from the use of dangerous chemicals
by untrained would be chemists, and from the addiction, violence, and crime caused by
methamphetamine

The “Pill Town” aspect of the Greater Cincinnati area is truly unique.  This is thought to
be derivative of the high quality of law enforcement (i.e., keeping heroin out and more
conservative intravenous drug users).  The misuse, abuse and diversion of Oxycontin-R
has emerged as a major addiction, law enforcement, and pain treatment medical issue.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The misuse, abuse, and diversion of Oxycontin-R must be addressed through health
professional education regarding appropriate treatment of pain (medicine is currently
doing a poor job of treating pain).  The Joint Commission on the Accreditation of
Hospitals has recently issued a patient’s bill of rights regarding the right to adequate
treatment of pain. Health professionals must know how to treat pain and be allowed to
do it.  The approach of tightening controls on Oxycontin is not the solution.

Health professionals must be made aware that Oxycontin-R is sometimes abused and
has abuse potential.  Health professionals must learn to work with law enforcement to
stop the diversion of Oxycontin-R from illegitimate channels.

Law enforcement must understand that there are some patients who need large doses
of narcotics for long periods of time, and that such prescriptions are in the best interest
of the patient and society.

Health professionals and law enforcement must work together to solve the two severe
problems, which exist simultaneously of inadequate pain relief and the misuse, abuse
and diversion of Oxycontin-R

The problem of the illegal manufacture of methamphetamine must be addressed at the
level of law enforcement, and at the level of community organization.  The realization
that illegal laboratories constitute a fire and explosion hazard may help in this regard.
The second aspect of addressing the methamphetamine problem is to get the word out
that “SPEED KILLS.”  Methamphetamine causes strokes, convulsions, cerebral bleeds,
and violence and increases violent crimes.  Everyone has an interest in decreasing
illegal methamphetamine use.

EXHIBITS

 DPIC ANNUAL REPORT







































































PATTERNS AND TRENDS OF DRUG USE

IN CUYAHOGA COUNTY/CLEVELAND, OHIO

A REPORT PREPARED FOR THE

OHIO SUBSTANCE ABUSE MONITORING (OSAM) NETWORK

June 2000 - January 2001

Anne Koster, ND, MBA

The University of Akron
Center for Health and Social Policy

Buchtel College of Arts and Sciences
Akron, OH 44325-1915

USA
(440)331-7682

FAX: (440)331-7096
E-mail: pannoatk@aol.com

Funding for this report provided by the Center for Substance Abuse Treatment under Contract
No. 270-97-7033 (State Demand and Needs Assessment: Alcohol and Other Drugs)



Abstract

Marijuana, crack cocaine, and heroin remain Cuyahoga County’s primary drug abuse problems. The
prevalence of crack cocaine is relatively unchanged; however, there continue to be new user groups
emerging.  Specifically, an increase in white, professional male/female individuals over age thirty are using
crack cocaine.  Marijuana remains the most common drug used within the region, often utilized in
conjunction with alcohol and other drugs, particularly with the adolescent population.   New user groups of
youth abusing heroin, hallucinogens and “club drugs” (e.g., Ecstasy, Special K, crank) reported in June,
2000 continues to increase.  Treatment challenges continue to exist for all of the drugs mentioned –
especially heroin, crack cocaine and prescription drugs.  These challenges include reimbursement, lack of
residential treatment programs and availability of intensive treatment programs.

INTRODUCTION

1.   Area Description

     More than 1.4 million people live in Cuyahoga County, the most populous and urbanized of Ohio’s 88
counties.  About half a million individuals reside in Cleveland.  Although the poverty rate in the county
suburbs has gradually increased (14%), the rate in Cleveland remains more than eight times higher -
approximately 45% of Cleveland residents live in poverty.  Poverty rates have increased while unemployment
rates have declined to a record low in most areas.

2.   Data Sources and Time Periods

· Qualitative Data were collected in three focus groups and one interview conducted in November
and December, 2000 and January, 2001.  The number and type of participants are described in Table
1 and 2.

· Alcohol and drug abuse treatment admission data were provided by the Ohio Department
of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services.

· National statistics are available from the Treatment Episode Data Set (TEDS) 1992 -1997
provided by SAMHSA.

· Availability, price and purity data are available through the Cuyahoga County Sheriff’s
Department and local suburban police/sheriff departments for January, 1999 through July, 2000.



Table 1: Qualitative Data Sources

Focus Groups

Date of Focus
 Group

Number of
Participants

Active Drug Users or Front-Line Professionals

(Type:  counselor, police officer, social workers, etc.)

11/07/00 5 Active Users, Treatment Providers

11/07/00 8 Active Users, Treatment Providers

12/05/00 6 Active Users, Treatment Providers

Individual Interviews
Date of Individual Interview Active Drug Users or Front-Line Professionals

(Type:  counselor, police officer, social worker, etc.)
12/05/00 Chemical Dependency Coordinator of a large, multi-service community

health agency located in Cleveland, Ohio

Totals

Total number of
Focus Groups

Total Number of Focus
Group Participants

Total Number of
Individual Interviews

TOTAL
Number of Participants

3 19 1 20

Table 2: Detailed Focus Group/Interview Information

December 5, 2000

“Name” Age Ethnicity Gender Experience/Background

L 51 White Male Twenty-three years in chemical dependency field. 
Clinical director of large treatment facility in
Cleveland, Ohio. LISW, Doctorate in counseling.

Recruitment procedure: The participant above was recruited through a previously established contact with
the Executive Director of Neighborhood Counseling Services/Recovery Resources.  This individual was
recommended for participation in Substance Abuse Trends of adults because of his expertise in chemical
dependency treatment issues.



November 07, 2000

“Name” Age Ethnicity Gender Experience/Background

D 46 White Female
Fifteen years experience in Chemical Dependency
field, the past two years has served justice
system.  Masters degree in counseling, criminal
justice.

T 52 White Male Twenty-five years experience in Behavioral Health -
both chemical dependency, mental health and
forensics.  Registered Nurse.

A 32 Black Female Active drug user and dealer.  Primary drug of
choice is cocaine.  Past history includes dealing of
heroin and prescription drugs (Percodan, Vicodin) –
has been incarcerated twice for possession and
dealing of drugs.

L 28 White Female Active drug user.  Primary drug of choice is
marijuana and Xanax.  Past history of dealing
extensively marijuana – incarcerated once for
robbery to support habit.

S 29 White Female Active drug user.  Primary drug of choice is
hallucinogens and prescription pills.

Recruitment Procedure: The four participants listed above were recruited through a contact with the
Cuyahoga County Forensic/Correction Program.  The nurse liaison asked the treatment providers to identify
appropriate candidates for participation.

November 7, 2000
“Name” Age Ethnicity Gender Experience/Background
K 21 White Male Active user of alcohol, cocaine and marijuana.

J 20 White Male Active user of alcohol, heroin.

T 34 White Male Active user of alcohol, prescription drugs. Has been
sober for past 9 months.

D 51 African-
American

Male Active user of alcohol.  Has been in treatment
programs several times, has been incarcerated 2x for
DWI.

R 27 Mexican Male Active user of alcohol and cocaine.
L 44 White Male Recovering addict, treatment provider.  Past history

includes abuse of several drugs – “I loved them all.”

T2 53 White Male Treatment provider
G 29 White Male Recovering abuser of prescription drugs.
Recruitment procedure:  The participants above were recruited through a contact with a mental health facility
that offers chemical dependency services.  Treatment providers requested volunteers for participation.



December 5, 2000
“Name” Age Ethnicity Gender Experience/Background

M 39 African-American Female Active user.  Primary drug of
choice is heroin.  Past history
includes prostitution to support
habit.

P 31 African-American Female User of cocaine since 16 years
of age.  Has been drug-free for 6
months.

D 31 African-American Female Drug abuser.  Primary drug of
choice is crack cocaine.  Prior
history includes incarceration for
robbery & embezzling to support
habit.

P2 48 African-American Female Active user of crack cocaine. 
Has been in and out of treatment
programs for past 7 years – has
currently been drug-free for 14
months.

Recruitment procedure:  The four participants above were recruited through a treatment program offered for
females with a past history of incarceration and/or involvement with social service agencies.

DRUG ABUSE TRENDS

1. Cocaine

1.1   CRACK COCAINE

     Crack cocaine remains the predominant “hard” drug of choice with drug users residing within Cuyahoga
County.  Cocaine in the form of crack vs. powder is the most popular form being utilized.  Low cost,
availability and ease of use are the most common reasons verbalized for crack cocaine’s continued high rate
of utilization amongst user groups.  The price of crack cocaine varies, depending on the quality and purity of
the drug, relationship with the dealer and location of the purchase (cost may double in the suburbs vs. the
inner city).  The cost of a “rock” of crack cocaine is approximately $20 with the majority of users reporting
“discounts” offered from dealers to “good customers.” 

… Crack is more popular because it’s cheaper and has a faster buzz.  On every single corner there
is a dealer in the city of Cleveland … the quality is pretty bad – it’s been stepped on more than
since I was in high school … if you go directly to a source it hasn’t been stepped on as much … so
many people are dealing it and they are cutting it in different ways – adding baking powder, baby
food, all sorts of junk.

     Crack cocaine crosses genders, race/ethnicity and age groups.  Participants report that more younger
females and elderly individuals (45 years old and up) are abusing crack cocaine.  Treatment providers and
drug abusers/dealer report a continuing increase among male/female professional clientele – physicians,
attorneys, law enforcement personnel and successful business entrepreneurs.



I can say that ten years ago people were more discreet.  Drug dealers were just drug dealers and
not users.  Now, they are drug dealers AND users.  You have them getting high on their own supply.
 You have mothers with children whose boyfriend sells drugs, then ends up getting them on it …
Before, you were a user or you were a crackhead and this, that and the other.   If you were a dealer,
you were up higher.  Now, you have so many dealers that use the stuff it’s like smoking a cigarette
… I see a lot more women using it.  There are older woman in their 50’s.  I’ve seen more now in the
‘hood from my experience.

     The treatment issues associated with crack cocaine identified in the June, 2000 report remain –
specifically, minimal residential treatment is available, lack of treatment programs directed primarily towards
cocaine addiction, and a complete lack of treatment for the financially disadvantaged and indigent abuser. 
All participants agreed that treatment can only be effective if the person who seeks treatment is motivated to
pursue sobriety.

You have to want treatment first of all.  Ninety percent of people go to treatment because it’s court-
ordered.  It would be good if people would go to treatment saying that they want to save their life. 
You have to say, ‘I’m tired of being tired.’  The treatment I just went through has a class with 50
people.  The woman in charge said that out of these 50 people, only one will make it.  By the time I
left, only 5 people were left …

     According to Cuyahoga drug treatment admissions data (2000), Crack is the most widely chosen
primary drug of choice among females (Exhibit 6).  In comparison to (1997) national and (1999) Ohio adult
treatment admissions data, Cuyahoga County is much higher in the admissions of crack cocaine as a
primary drug of choice.  Exhibit 2 illustrates the nation at 1.4%, the state of Ohio at 14.1% and Cuyahoga
County at 23.8% crack cocaine admissions.

1.2  COCAINE HYDROCHLORIDE

     Participants report a decrease in the prevalence of cocaine hydrochloride use related to the continual
popularity of crack cocaine and the higher cost of powder cocaine.  The price of powder cocaine is
relatively stable – a gram sells for approximately $100 – 125, with a higher cost reported in the suburbs.

2. Heroin

     Next to alcohol and crack cocaine, heroin is the primary drug of choice for users in Cuyahoga
County and has become particularly popular with users in their late teens, early twenties.  This
popularity is attributed to availability and low cost, improved quality and potency leading to a much more
pleasurable “high.”

… Heroin users are not like crackheads – crackheads are mentally.  Their minds keep telling
them, “I need more … Heroin affects you physically – you can buy four bags in the morning and
won’t have to see the dealer again until that afternoon … I smoked heroin in junior high school – I
don’t know if it’s because I never done it before, but I thought it was better because it gets you
wasted.  After the first couple of times, you get used to it and it doesn’t make you sick.

     Heroin is available in bundles (ten hits/”bags” to a bundle) and sells for approximately $250 – although
many ‘discounts’ can be obtained through dealer/seller recognition and purchasing bulk amounts.

     The most popular method of administration is smoking with several participants stating that they have
seen an increase in intravenous usage of heroin.

…   I don’t like needles myself, but it depends on where you come from … the longer you do it, the



more likely you will graduate to the needle … a lot of people seem to be shooting it, but most
people I hang with, smoke it …

     Heroin usage among a younger population continues to increase.  Participants verbalized that this may
be due to the availability of the drug, ease of usage, relatively low cost and the lower level of stigma
associated with heroin use versus a “crackhead.”

… In the past, I may have heard the word “heroin” once or twice, but didn’t know what it was.  In the
past, all the people who were using it threw up.  I used it and didn’t throw up.  I knew I needed to
stay away from it … I never knew how much heroin was out there until I got into treatment and all I
heard was “heroin, heroin, heroin” …

     Cuyahoga County drug treatment admissions data 2000 report that next to alcohol, marijuana and crack
cocaine, heroin is the next drug of choice for females (Exhibit 6).   The data also report that heroin is slightly
higher in treatment admissions than crack cocaine for males (Exhibit 5).  The 1999 adult treatment
admissions data for Cuyahoga County reported 12.8% of treatment admissions for heroin and other opiates,
while the nation reported 20.8% in 1997 and the state of Ohio reported 5.6% in 1999.   

3. Other Opioids

     Opioids currently popular in Cuyahoga County are Dilaudid, Vicodin, OxyContin and Demerol.  Adult
users report that Tylenol III and IV are not popular due to the expense and the ineffective “high.” 
Prescription addiction is expensive, with the cost ranging from $5 to $45 per pill and higher, depending on
the class of drug.  The most popular method of procurement remains through the medical profession and
medical system – e.g. repeat trips to the local emergency room, prescriptions from dentists and physicians,
utilizing prescriptions from elderly parents, siblings and friends.

… That’s why I was sitting in jail – I did what I did to get the pills, I forged prescriptions because it
was cheaper for me to get a whole prescription, generic prescription for $7.49 rather than pay five
bucks a pill and then I would copy the prescription and forge the signature – that is until I got
busted … When going from doctor to doctor didn’t work anymore, I would go get a pad and write my
own prescription.  That way I was only paying seven to ten bucks for the whole thing and have a
refill to boot …

     Primary users of prescription drugs continue to be predominantly women in their early thirties, often
times used in conjunction with alcohol.  Other popular user groups are white males, ages 35 and older.

4. Marijuana

     Treatment providers state that Marijuana is the most common drug utilized in Cuyahoga County,
often used in conjunction with alcohol and other drugs.  Both treatment providers and users state that
users do not feel that marijuana “is really a drug.”  Due to this perception of marijuana as a ‘recreational
drug’ similar to alcohol, treatment is not actively pursued.

     Participants reported that marijuana can be found “everywhere that you look” – the cost remains
relatively stable at $50-$60 an ounce, depending on the location, the dealer and the quality.  Users
reported an increase in “homegrown” and “hydroponic” marijuana being sold. Treatment providers report
that almost all adolescents seen in treatment have a history of smoking marijuana. Combining
marijuana with other drugs such as PCP and crack cocaine, rolled into a cigar casement (“Primos,”
“Blunts”) remains very popular with younger users.



     According to the 2000 Cuyahoga County drug treatment admissions data, marijuana is the third
highest drug of choice for females next to alcohol and crack cocaine (Exhibit 6).  Marijuana is the
second highest drug of choice by males next to alcohol (Exhibit 5).  In comparison to (1997) national
and (1999) state of Ohio adult treatment admissions data, Cuyahoga County is similar in percentage of
treatment for marijuana to the state of Ohio.  However, Cuyahoga County reported 19.2% treatment of
marijuana in 1999, while national statistics reported only 11.2% of treatment in 1997 (Exhibit 1).   

5. Other Drugs

   All participants reported that use of hallucinogens (LSD, mushrooms) has increased with younger
users (16 – 17 years old, early twenties), particularly at Raves.  Adult users did not report a high
utilization of hallucinogens. 

   Ecstasy is on the rise, mainly being utilized by younger users, but it is also popular with young, gay
men.  Inhalants remain popular with younger users primarily due to ease of use and availability. 
Participants reported that the “club drugs” are readily available in any bar in the Flats district of
Cleveland.  Several participants reported usage of “crank,” with one participant describing how
individuals can manufacture crank at home – “they are making bathtubs full of it.” 

CONCLUSIONS

   Alcohol, crack cocaine, heroin and marijuana remain the most commonly abused drugs in the
Cuyahoga County area.  Alcohol and marijuana use is so widely practiced and accepted that neither is
considered to be chemical substances by drug users.  Heroin and crack cocaine use crosses gender,
race/ethnicity and age groups.  A new user group consisting of white, urban, professionals has
emerged amongst crack cocaine users.  Heroin continues to be popular among younger users (ages
17 –25), due to easy availability, relatively low cost and pleasurable high that is associated with heroin.

   The “club drugs” continue to enjoy increasing popularity among the area’s younger population. 
Ecstasy remains the primary hallucinogen and is readily available in the local entertainment districts. 
Marijuana is present in all schools, including the elementary schools in the area.  Abuse of prescription
drugs is reported to be on the increase with white males.

   A myriad of treatment barriers continue to exist for all the drugs discussed.  Detoxification programs
are primarily available only if an individual is in physical distress (i.e., heroin or alcohol withdrawal) and
are very limited in terms of availability, location and length of stay.  Reimbursement issues remain a
tremendous challenge for the majority of users in terms of seeking treatment.

Recommendations

• Residential treatment programs are desperately needed for addiction treatment,
following intensive inpatient and in conjunction with outpatient treatment.  
Transitional housing should be available for individuals recently experiencing
sobriety for at least a period of 90 days.  Furthermore, treatment programs must
consider incorporating some type of “mainstreaming” of recovering addicts into
society in an effort to reduce the rate of recidivism.

• There exists a paucity of educational programs that exist within the school curriculum
that combat the continued increase of drug utilization among adolescents and
younger children. The DARE program needs to be re-evaluated for effectiveness in
reaching its target audience.  Many participants recommend using both active and



recovering addicts in the educational programs offered in the school system in an
attempt to “reach” this population more successfully.

Exhibits

• Exhibits (1- 4) compare national, Ohio and Cuyahoga County adult treatment patient’s primary drug of
abuse.  National data is for 1997, State of Ohio and Cuyahoga County data is for 1999.  Statistics were
provided by the State of Ohio Department of Drug Addiction Services, Alcohol and Drug Client Data
System.

• Exhibits (5 - 6) compare primary, secondary and third drug of choice by gender.  The results are for
patients who received treatment during the year 2000.   Statistics were provided by the Alcohol and
Drug Addiction Services Board of Cuyahoga County.



Exhibit 1: National, State of Ohio, and Cuyahoga County 
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Exhibit 2: National, State of Ohio, and Cuyahoga 
County Adult Treatment Patient's Primary Drug of 

Abuse
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Exhibit 3: National, State of Ohio, and Cuyahoga 
County Adult Treatment Patient's Primary Drug of 

Abuse
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Exhibit 4: National, State of Ohio, and Cuyahoga 
County Adult Treatment Patient's Primary Drug of 

Abuse
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*(None = Individuals who reported no drug use)
                (Numbers are Percentages)

Exhibit 5: Male
Cuyahoga Treatment Admissions Data 
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Exhibit 6: Female
Cuyahoga Treatment Admissions Data
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ABSTRACT

Crack cocaine remains plentiful but of poor quality. It is primarily used in the inner
city and can be easily purchased around the homeless shelters. Powder cocaine
is difficult to find in these areas, as the cocaine comes already ‘rocked up.’
However, powder is available in the suburbs and in clubs. Inner city participants
reported a limited availability of heroin and pharmaceuticals due to increased
police vigilance. Reports of the unavailability of heroin, in particular, differs from
accounts in past reports. Marijuana is widely used, so much in fact, that many do
not consider it illegal. Ecstasy is the most widely used designer drug. Users extol
its attributes: no hangovers, aphrodisiac-like effects, easy to get. As anticipated,
alcohol use is widespread, although most of the participants interviewed were
polysubstance users. Alcohol is often used to “take the edge off other drugs.”
Users felt treatment was available but too short in duration. The gay substance
user is distrustful of mainstream treatment. Specialized strategies are needed for
this population.

Generalizability is limited as focus groups were comprised primarily of men living
in homeless shelters. Also, only one gay drug user familiar with the club scene
was interviewed for this report.

INTRODUCTION

Area Description
Columbus has an estimated population of 655,458. Caucasians make up 71.5%;
African Americans, 24.7%; Asian/Pacific Islander, 3.1%; Native American, 0.2%
of the population respectively.  Officials anticipate that each of the minority
numbers will increase once Census 2000 data are available. The Somali
community alone is estimated to have grown from 40 people in 1996 to nearly
14,000 in 2000, with an estimated 20,000 by 2001. The Hispanic community
traditionally has been undercounted. Advocates of the Hispanic community report
numbers of 45-55,000 while 1998 data reflected a number of 10,000.

During 1999, the Narcotics Bureau of the Columbus Police Department charged
723 people for narcotics related offenses. This was a 6% increase over the
following year. Data from the Columbus Police Department indicate that in 1999,
570 drug arrests were made by the Narcotics Bureau and 1,835 by patrol and
other bureaus. One hundred and twenty-seven of those were juvenile arrests. In
2000, 474 drug arrests were made by the Narcotics Bureau and 1,535 by patrol
and other bureaus. Juvenile drug arrests numbered 130 for the year. A more
detailed narcotics report is found in exhibit A.

The Franklin County ADAMH Board released a discussion paper in June of 2000.
Their analysis indicates that for behavioral health clients, the cost is growing
faster than the revenue, resulting in reduced capacity. About 16,000 clients were



new to the ADAMH system in FY 1999. Of this number, about 11,000 were linked
to service, 8,000 of whom were treated. The quickest access to care is for the
severely emotionally disabled with alcohol/drug problems; the slowest access to
care is for children and adolescents with alcohol/drug problems. At projected cost
levels and need, $150 million will be required to eliminate projected FY 2005
unmet need.

Data Sources and Time Periods

• Qualitative Data were collected in 3 focus groups and 1 individual
interview between September 2000 and November 2000.

• Population data are available on the City of Columbus Web site:
http://www.ci.Columbus.oh.us/facts/population/html and in The
Community Builder, October 2000.

• Drug related crime, trafficking and seizure data are available on
the Columbus, Ohio Division of Police Web site:
http://www.police.ci.columbus.oh.us

• Substance Abuse Needs Assessment data are available in the
Franklin County ADAMH Board Report issued in June 2000.

Table 1: Qualitative Data Sources

Focus Groups
Date of Focus Group Number of Participants Active Drug Users or Front-

Line Professionals (Type:
counselor, police officer, social

worker, etc.)
9-7-00 10 Active drug users

Men’s homeless shelter
9-29-00 10 Active drug users

Men’s homeless shelter
11-9-00 8 Active drug users

College enrolled and college
aged students

Individual Interviews
Date of Individual Interview Active Drug User or Front-Line Professionals

(Type: counselor, police officer, social worker,
etc.)

12/9 Active drug user
Describing gay club scene

Totals
Total Number of
Focus Groups

Total Number of
Focus Group
Participants

Total Number of
Individual Interviews

TOTAL number of
Participants

3 28 1 29



Table 2:  Detailed Focus Group/Interview Information

9-7-0 Detailed information not availailable

9-29-00:  Homeless Shelter

11-9-01:  MDMA user group

Age Ethnicity Gender Background
50 White Male Alcohol
48 African American Male Alcohol, cocaine
68 White Male alcohol
45 African American Male crack
47 African American Male Marijuana, crack,

alcohol
30 African American Male Alcohol, crack
45 African American Female Alcohol, crack

48 African American Male crack
22 White Male marijuana
58 White Male Whatever available

Age Ethnicity Gender Background
26 White Male Master’s student,

started use in ’97, last
used 6 months ago

22 White Female Not a student, started
use in ’98, last used 6
months ago

25 White Female Not a student, started
use in “99, last used 3
weeks ago

30 White Male Grad student, started
use in ’97, last use 3
weeks ago

21 White Male College junior, started
use in ’98, last used 4
months ago

21 White Female College freshman,
started use in ’97, last
used 4 months ago

20 White Male College sophomore,
started use in ’99, last
used 6 months ago



DRUG ABUSE TRENDS

1. Cocaine

1.1 CRACK COCAINE

Crack is readily available in inner city Columbus. The quality is described as poor
and “stepped on,” or cut with Similac, heroin, baking soda, and strychnine. Adult
users note an increase in the number of juvenile users and sellers. However,
once a seller begins using:

“…you can’t really trust ‘em…can you?…I mean if you get started on it,
you’re started. If you’re started on it and you’re tryin’ to sell it, you’ll be
okay for the rest of the day and the night that you’re out there. But if you
get started on it, it’s over. I wouldn’t want to trust none of ‘em.”

Some noted an increase in older users (past 60) and use across all racial groups.
Crack is not generally used in the gay club scene. However a small minority,
primarily African Americans, do smoke crack in this venue.

1.2 COCAINE HYDROCHLORIDE

Drug using participants recruited from the homeless shelters do not have access
to powder cocaine. Any cocaine available has been “rocked up.” However,
powder is easily accessible in the suburbs and in the Short North area of
Columbus.

Powder is readily available in the gay club scene and the perception is that use is
on the rise, according to one gay participant. “Put the word out what you want
and within five minutes someone comes back to you and says I can get it.” One
gay user reported that he couldn’t use the restroom because there were so many
people in there snorting coke. “I’ve been to parties where they were passing it out
in a Tupperware bowl.” He reported people snorting it off the bar. Quality is
dependent on the relationship established with the seller.  A quarter can be
purchased for $20; a half gram for $40; a gram for $80, and a 16th for $120.
There is some freebasing as well. A line of cocaine is referred to as a “bump.”
The gay clubber also reported, “They’ve got these little things. Bullets, they’re
called, and you put cocaine in them and you turn them, turn them upside down
and its loaded. And you put it right in your nose without cutting it.” Cocaine use in
gay clubs was described as “predatory.” Older men provide it to younger men for
sexual favors.



2. Heroin

The inner city users reported limited availability of heroin. This drug is most likely
to be found on the east side of Columbus. The quality is good. The perception is
that the police have really cracked down on the use of heroin in this area.

“It’s real dangerous. And the police is floatin’ around down here and
you’re like, okay, we’ll just undermining’ the police department. Sneakin’
and doin’ from the police, you know.”

3. Other Opioids

Shelter focus group participants noted that Dilaudid is occasionally used in place
of heroin. “Every body is afraid of that needle thing.” (referring to HIV infection).
However, the availability of prescription drugs has definitely decreased. The
perception among inner city users was that pills were more available on the
south side of town and in the campus area.

4. Marijuana

Marijuana “will always be around.”  “It’s so everywhere, people don’t even think
it’s illegal. Every party you go to someone’s got a joint.” Price and quality depend
on the dealer. A quarter goes for  $60 and a half ounce for $100. The quality is
good in Ohio. One user noted that pot is hard to find in September, because it
has to dry after it is harvested. Users commented unanimously on its widespread
use. Use appears to be increasing, especially in the very young.

5. Stimulants

Stimulant use was not reported as a common occurrence. Methamphetamine
was available in the 80’s, but not recently. A shelter group participant reported
that occasionally a shipment comes from West Virginia but it is not very popular.

6. Depressants

6.1 KETAMINE
6.2 GAMMA-HYDROXYBUTYRATE (GHB)

Ketamine and GHB are popular club drugs. One half gram of ketamine is $20
and it is sometimes taken with Ecstasy.  One user described the effects of
ketamine and GHB.

“…if you’ve just done K, and you can see people who eat too much, they call
it K holes, somebody who eats too much K, they look like they’re in the dentist
chair and they’re waiting for a filling. Ninety-five percent of them can’t put
sentences together very well. That’s just typical anesthetic. And GHB of



course, that’s a big problem now, especially when people mix it with drinking.
A lot of people use GHB….I’ve met hundreds of people with GHB.”

 Ketamine is sometimes used after a cocaine high. Among those club drug users
who consider themselves experienced, GHB is unpopular. “You start out, GHB is
like a really cool, drunk feeling. You get really horny, you’re drunk. You feel
drunk. And it’s a great feeling, you know. You take too much of it, you’re out.”

A young woman expressed her distaste for GHB:

“It’s a babysitting drug. It’s horrible. Someone goes into a G hole , they’re out
for maybe over an hour, and then you’re stuck with this person. Unless you
leave them there.”

Several people believed ketamine use was increasing and GHB use was
decreasing. Ecstasy is generally perceived as the gateway drug to the
subsequent use of ketamine and GHB.

7. Hallucinogens

7.1 MDMA

This drug is almost always used in a social setting ; raves, clubs, concerts, or
parties. One tablet generally costs $20-$25 and often two tablets are taken a
night. Raves primarily attract high school students described as “club kids.”
Paraphernalia associated with raves includes pacifiers and glow sticks. Ecstasy
is very easy to obtain and is often used sporadically. Several participants were
very nostalgic about their use during the summer months, but found it necessary
to cut use back drastically during the school year. There was general knowledge
that one could get burned out with excessive use of Ecstasy.

One of Ecstasy’s more attractive attributes is that one can get very high and not
experience a hangover. One participant described use in the gay clubs:

“Orange juice kicks it in, and after that you don’t have to drink alcohol.
Pretty boys run around with bottled water. It’s a controlled buzz. If you feel
yourself getting out of control, you can think yourself through it. With
alcohol, you’re fucked up. You can wake up the next morning and go work
out…you don’t feel like shit.”

Ecstasy’s aphrodisiac-like affect was consistently mentioned.  “Everybody you
meet is very sexual. You’re very in tune with somebody, with anybody!”

LSD was perceived as a drug primarily used by white high school and college
students.



8. Inhalants

Inhalants are used primarily by young people who have no access to anything
else. Butyl nitrite is still used in the gay clubs, primarily among gay men in their
late 30’s and early 40’s, according to the gay participant.

9. Alcohol

As anticipated, alcohol use is commonplace but stable. Alcohol is often combined
with other drugs or used to “take the edge off” the effects of other drugs.
Treatment is accessible if “you answer the questions properly.” Treatment is
often used as a place to rest. As one person said:

“A lot of people they just go to treatment just like homeless guys say hey I
can get off the street and get ‘three hots and a cot’ for 4 to 5 days. Hey.
Do whatever for 4 to 5 days.

The gay user noted the heavy use of alcohol in the gay community.

“Ninety-five percent of the gay people I know are lushes. It’s Saturday
afternoon now and I’ve had several people call me to go drinking, ‘day
drinking.’ I think its because they can’t deal with what’s going on.”

10. Special Populations and Issues

10.1 GAY MEN

There is a high population of gay people in Columbus. A participant estimated
that 70% of the gay people in the city are not originally from Columbus.

“Everybody moves here to get away from their families. Bars provide it
(community), but I think it’s deeper. I don’t give a shit how levelheaded
you are, there is always someone trying to slam you. There’s always some
motherfucker out there who’s trying to slam me.”

Most gay men do not see treatment as an option for them. “My friends say
Alcoholics Anonymous is for quitters.” In order for this population to consider
treatment, one participant felt that specialized services were needed to address
unique needs. He felt that gay men, in general, were very self-destructive.



CONCLUSIONS

 Alcohol is the most commonly abused drug in Columbus and Franklin County,
although polysubstance abuse is the norm. Marijuana use is commonplace, and
pot is not considered a harmful drug. Quality is generally good. Ecstasy is also
not considered harmful, particularly if the user considers himself as savvy and in
control. It is associated with raves and clubs. GHB and Ketamine are also found
in these venues. Use of club drugs appears to be increasing.

Crack is cheap and plentiful, although quality varies. This form of cocaine is
typically found in the inner city. Powder cocaine, on the other hand, is associated
with suburban, middle class use. Some powder is used in clubs, and is very
popular in the gay club scene. Participants did not identify heroin use as
prevalent as the use of other illegal drugs, possibly because of the fear of
contracting HIV. No mention was made of smoking heroin. Pharmaceuticals and
hallucinogens were not widely used by individuals in these groups. Inhalants are
used by the very young who have little access to other substances and by older
gay men at the clubs in the form of poppers.

Treatment was viewed as accessible and used as a place to rest for the street
user. Many felt the reduced length of stay mandated by changes in the
healthcare system was detrimental. Although treatment is available, it does not
appear to meet the needs of gay individuals.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Specialized treatment and prevention services are needed for the gay
population. There is a distrust of the treatment system, the perception
that treatment professionals are unaware of the issues that gay people
face (i.e., rejection, shame, family problems due to sexual orientation,
HIV, etc.).

2. Research to illuminate best practices in addressing club drugs is
needed. Prevention and treatment for club drugs may require unique
approaches as the effects are not perceived as harmful, but rather
beneficial. The user feels in touch with others and does not suffer from
hangovers. Long term effects can be subtle, such as increased
depression, and often not associated with use of the drug. Therefore,
these drugs, particularly Ecstasy, are perceived as having no
consequences.

3. ADAMH data indicate that certain populations (children and
adolescents with drug and alcohol problems and the elderly with
mental health issues) are experiencing the slowest access to services.
Reasons for delays and strategies to overcome barriers should be
identified.



EXHIBIT A

(Although these data are from 1999, they have not been included in any previous
report.) For 1999, the Narcotics Bureau of the Columbus Police Department
reported the following:

• Investigative “A” Unit: During 1999 this unit was assigned to two
task forces. One of these task forces involved the investigation of a
Jamaican marijuana smuggling operation. The investigation
produced 14  Federal prosecutions, and additional Federal
indictments have been served. This unit seized 1,733 pounds of
marijuana ($2,599,500 value); 14 kilos of cocaine ($350,000 value);
309.4 grams of crack ($30,940 value); 7 kilos of Ecstasy ($28,000
value; 2.5 grams of crystal meth ($15,000 value); 900 doses of
Valium ($3,600 value; and 0.5 ounces of heroin ($1,200 value).

• Investigative “B” Unit: this unit conducted numerous investigations
and cleared 39 of 43 complaints that were assigned to them. This
unit seized 31.8 grams of marijuana; 227.9 grams of heroin; 402.9
grams of crack; 169.4 grams of cocaine ; and 22 unit doses of
methamphetamine. Investigative “C” Unit: In May of 1999,
detectives from this unit followed a trail of a methamphetamine labs
that had been supplying the Columbus area. This trail led to an
apartment in Los Angeles where these detectives, along with
Columbus and Los Angeles DEA officers, executed Federal arrest
and search warrants. This unit seized 9.0 ounces of crack; 153
ounces of cocaine; 31 ounces of methamphetamine; and 55
pounds of marijuana. During this unit’s meth lab investigation which
led them to Los Angeles, the seized 2.2 pounds of
methamphetamine; 6.8 pounds of cocaine; 17 pounds of marijuana,
and made 15 arrests for conspiracy to distribute methampetamine
and cocaine.

• Investigative “D” Unit: In June 1999, this unit targeted 13 different
locations and executed 12 search warrants, resulting in the arrest
of 40 narcotics traffickers. This unit seized 8 ounces of crack
($13,000 value); 10 ounces of cocaine ($110,000 value); 30 pounds
of marijuana ($45,000 value); 10 unit doses of LSD, and 5 tabs of
morphine.

• IN/TAC Investigative Unit: This unit initiated 57 investigations and
handled 40 citizen complaints during 1999. Routine investigations
by this unit led to 82 arrests. This unit seized 303 grams of crack;
12 pounds of marijuana; and 30 grams of LSD. A long-term
investigation for this unit resulted in the seizure of 300 doses of
LSD, almost 30 grams of illicit mushrooms, and a moderately sized
indoor marijuana growth operation.



• The Airport Unit of the Narcotics Bureau monitored over 6,000
flights in 1999. As a result, 24 people were arrested producing the
following seizures: 1,739 pounds of marijuana; 21 kilos of cocaine ;
and 2 kilos of crack.

• In 1997, the Columbus Canine Unit teams seized $240,633 in cash
and various amounts of drugs worth an estimated street value of
$579,474.
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Abstract

Although crack cocaine abuse remains the most devastating illicit drug problem in Montgomery County,
alcohol dependence/abuse continues to be the primary reason for drug treatment admissions in Dayton.
Participants perceived an increase in the abuse of heroin, cocaine HCL and crack cocaine, especially
among juveniles and young adults. This increase is described as relatively moderate, but warrants
monitoring. Methamphetamine abuse is described as rare, but active users and law enforcement officers
indicate that methamphetamine is gaining popularity and may soon be prevalent in the Dayton area.
OxyContin continues to increase in popularity at an alarming rate. The abuse of marijuana continues to
pervade socioeconomic class, gender and ethnicity. MDMA (Ecstasy) remains popular among the younger
population and continues to increase in availability.



INTRODUCTION

1.  Area Description

Named for Revolutionary War General Richard Montgomery, Montgomery County, in southwest
Ohio, is home to 565,000 residents (1999 Census). Of these, 80% are white, 18% are Black, and 2% are
other ethnic groups.  The median household income is estimated to be $34,474. Approximately 12% of
people of all ages in Montgomery County are living in poverty, and approximately 20% of all children under
age 18 live in poverty. Dayton, Ohio, the largest city in Montgomery County, is a medium-sized city of
169,338 people (1999 Census). About 33% of the people in Montgomery County reside in the city of Dayton.
Over 58% of Dayton's population are white, 40.4% are Black, and 1.1% are of other ethnicity. Montgomery
County contains several other incorporated towns around Dayton.  The largest of these towns are Kettering
(containing approximately 11% of the population of Montgomery County), Huber Heights (7%), Centerville
(4%), and Miamisburg (3%).  The remainder of Montgomery County's population lives in smaller towns,
unincorporated townships, and rural areas.

2.  Data Sources and Time Periods

• Qualitative data were collected in three focus groups and two individual interviews between October
2000 and January 2001. The number and type of participants are described in Table 1. Detailed
information about the participants is reported in Table 2.

• Alcohol and Drug Abuse Treatment Admission data are from the Ohio Department of Alcohol
and Drug Addictions Services for fiscal years 1997 through 1999.

• Urine Drug Screening data are from the Montgomery County Adult Probation Department.

• Emergency Room data are from the Ohio Hospital Association.

• Juvenile Drug Trend data are from the Dayton Area Drug Survey (DADS) conducted by Wright
State University and United Health Services.

• Drug Seizure data from 2000 drug seizures are from the Dayton Police Department’s Narcotics Unit.
Table 1: Qualitative Data Sources. 

Focus Groups

Date of Focus
Group

Number of
Participants

Active Drug Users or Front-Line Professionals
(Type: counselor, police officer, social worker, etc.)

10/12/00 8 Active Users (Ravers).

11/1/00 8 Treatment providers, counselors, assessment specialists
and DYS substance abuse specialists.

1/10/01 9 Active Drug Users.

Individual Interviews

Date of Individual
Interview

Active Drug Users or Front-Line Professionals
(Type: counselor, police officer, social worker, etc.)



10/24/00 Crime Lab Scientist

11/14/00 Law Enforcement Officer

Totals

Total Number of
Focus Groups

Total Number of Focus
Group Participants

Total Number of
Individual Interviews

TOTAL
Number of Participants

3 25 2 27

Table 2: Detailed Focus Group/Interview Information

October 12, 2000: Active Users (Ravers)
“Name” Age Ethnicity Gender Experience/Background
“R” 28 White Male Drug of choice heroin. Has used all drugs available.
“B” 18 White Male Drugs of choice marijuana/Rx meds. (Xanax).
“C” 18 White Female Drugs of choice MDMA, marijuana, ketamine.
“J” 27 White Male Drugs of choice heroin, marijuana, “Club Drugs,” LSD.
“S” 24 White Male Drugs of choice primarily stimulants; Rx meds.,

marijuana.
“R” 18 White Female Primarily uses “Club Drugs” (e.g., MDMA, LSD,

mushrooms, ketamine, marijuana).
“L” 18 White Female Primarily uses MDMA, LSD, ketamine.
“W” 26 White Male “Has used everything;” injection drug user--heroin,

speed, crack.  Reports being an addict since age 18.
Recruitment Procedure: The above participants were recruited by asking “R” to recruit young, active drug
users, with experience using “Club Drugs.” 

November 1, 2000: Treatment professionals
“Name” Ethnicity Gender Experience/Background
“C” White Female Parole officer with 8 years experience in DYS and substance

abuse field.
“C2” Black Female Assessment therapists at CrisisCare for 1+ years. Prior experience

working with dually-diagnosed clients.
“M” Black Female Assessment therapist at CrisisCare for nearly 5 years.

Assessments conducted primarily in prisons in Montgomery
County.

“D” White Male 22 years experience in substance abuse field. 10 years experience
working with juveniles. Currently working with adults in residential
programs.

“B” Black Female 25 years experience in substance abuse filed, primarily working
with heroin and crack cocaine users.

“B2” Black Female 22 years experience in substance abuse and mental health fields—
both direct services and administration.

“L” White Female Clinical supervisor; experience in the substance abuse and mental
health field for over 23 years. Prior work involved adolescents with
mental health or substance abuse problems.

“M2” White Male 4+ years in substance abuse and mental health fields. Primarily
conducts assessments.



Recruitment Procedure: Participants were recruited by contacting treatment programs located in the Dayton,
Ohio area.

“Name” Ethnicity Gender Experience/Background
Scientist White Male Several years experience analyzing drugs and other related items

for Montgomery County Law Enforcement and surrounding
agencies.

Recruitment Procedure: The individual was recruited by contacting the Miami Valley Crime Lab in Dayton,
Ohio.

November 14, 2000: Law Enforcement
“Name” Ethnicity Gender Experience/Background
Detective White Male Primarily working in “major” purchases (e.g., large quantities of

drugs seized/purchased) narcotics division; prior to current
position worked on “street-level” narcotics division.

Recruitment Procedure: Administrators at the Dayton Police Department were contacted and asked to
provide names of officers willing to participate in an OSAM focus group.

January 10, 2001: Active Drug Users
“Name” Age Ethnicity Gender Experience/Background
“M” 37 White Female Drug of choice, heroin. Starting using drugs at age 10;

has been using heroin for 10+ years.
“D” 21 White Female Recovering (4 months); drug of choice was heroin;

using for 3 years.
“T” 31 Black Female Drugs of choice heroin/crack. Started using crack from

17-31 years of age then switched to heroin as primary
drug; has been using heroin since age 20.

“P” 57 Black Female Drug of choice crack since 1988; Heroin drug of choice
prior to that time (35 years of use).

“B” 57 Black Male Drug of choice crack; using for 12+ years.
“M2” 31 Black Female Drug of choice crack; using since age 17.
“K” 22 Black Female Drugs of choice Xanax/marijuana; using marijuana for

7+ years.
“R” 27 White Male Drug of choice powder cocaine/marijuana/Rx

medications; using since age 14.
“T2” 47 Black Male Drug of choice heroin; using 30+ years (recovering 10

months).
Recruitment Procedure: The participants listed above were recruited through the use of outreach workers
employed by Project CURE, Inc. The outreach workers were asked to recruit a diverse group of active drug
users within the community.



DRUG ABUSE TRENDS

1.  Cocaine

1.1 CRACK COCAINE

Since the inception of the OSAM Network 2 1/2 years ago, we have consistently reported high, steady
levels of crack abuse in Montgomery County. This observation has consistently been documented by
diverse qualitative and statistical data sources. While user groups have expanded, for example, to the
working class and professionals as reported in January 2000, and increasingly over the last six months to
juveniles and young adults 16-21, crack cocaine has become an enduring epidemic in Montgomery County
with little sign of decreases in abuse.

Among the illicit drugs, treatment providers report crack cocaine continues to be the primary reason for
drug abuse treatment admissions. Treatment providers report that the majority of their crack abusing clients
are referred to treatment because of their involvement in the criminal justice system. Among court-referred
crack cocaine users in treatment, providers perceived an increase in young, white females. However, as one
treatment provider explained, this perceived increase may be due to the Montgomery County court system’s
new policy to screen females more stringently:

“And I'm wonderin' again if some of this may be because of the drug courts. Because
they're targeting and looking for it [cocaine]... I think before they were just looking at the
males and not paying attention to the females.”

Treatment providers and active users perceived an increase in juveniles and young adults between the
ages of 16 and 21 abusing crack cocaine sporadically. Given the highly addictive nature of crack cocaine,
treatment providers fear a significant increase of these young individuals needing treatment in the future. As
one treatment provider commented:

“It used to be when they first started drug court, started screening adolescents it was
basically primarily marijuana.  Now they're seeing, they're [adolescents] still using marijuana
but they're starting to adventure and they're catching them with crack cocaine in their
system.”

Data from focus groups with active users, treatment providers and criminal justice personnel indicate
crack cocaine availability and abuse continues to remain steady at very high levels with devastating
consequences to society. Active drug users report an increase in the number of “crack houses” in areas
that never had crack houses in the past. While the quality of crack cocaine various significantly throughout
the year, law enforcement officers and active users report an ounce of crack cocaine costs $800-$1200.
Miami Valley Crime Lab officials report crack cocaine analyses to be among the most requested analyses
conducted throughout the year in Montgomery County.

Qualitative findings are supported by statistical data showing that (crack) cocaine appears as the
second most commonly detected drug among individuals involved with the Montgomery County Adult
Probation department (Exhibit 2). Reported lifetime use (used at least once in lifetime) of crack cocaine has
dropped among 12th (4.3%) and 9th (3.1%) graders since 1998, but has increased slightly (.5% increase to
3.0%) among 7th graders (Dayton Area Drug Survey (DADS), 2000). The Dayton Area Drug Survey is a
biennial survey of self-reported drug use by area high and middle school students conducted by the Wright
State University School of Medicine and United Health Services.



Active users reported that crack cocaine continues to be injected by a small number of people,
including “speedball” (heroin and cocaine) injectors who find it less expensive than powder cocaine.

1.2 COCAINE HYDROCHLORIDE

Cocaine HCL abuse remains steady at a relatively low level, as reported in the June 2000 OSAM report.
Powder cocaine snorting continues to be found primarily among young adults 18-25 of black and white
ethnicity, particularly in the club scene. Snorting the drug is the primary route of administration, although
heroin users will inject the drug when “speedballing.”

In the June 2000 OSAM report, active users described an emerging population of young (ages 17-30),
black and white individuals living in the suburban areas of the county using powder cocaine. Since that time,
active users and treatment professionals have perceived an increase in abuse among youth, particularly
between the ages of 16 and 21. In fact, two arrests involving over 10 kilograms of powder cocaine were
reported in October 2000 in Dayton (Dayton Daily News (DDN), October 3, 2000, pg. 2b). In addition, in
Butler County two university students were arrested with over 500 grams of cocaine (DDN, October 2, 2000,
pg. 2b). The two students arrested were under age 21, and the individual arrested in Dayton was age 30.

Somewhat contrary to the observations of focus group participants, the Dayton Area Drug Survey
(DADS, 2000), reported lifetime use of powder cocaine showed a slight decline from 1998 to 2000 among
12th graders from 9.5% to 8.5%.

Active users report powder cocaine is very available, but the quality is often poor. Active users report the
price of a gram of cocaine hydrochloride ranges from $50-$100. An eight ball (1/8 ounce) sells for $125-$250
and an ounce sells for $900-$1100. These prices are consistent with prices reported six months ago.

Since treatment providers were not seeing this younger population of abusers in treatment in June of
2000, it is likely that the OSAM Network detected this emerging population very early. This potential trend in
young powder cocaine abusers should be carefully monitored as future treatment admissions data become
available. Given the relative paucity of drug abuse treatment programs for juveniles in Montgomery County,
the OSAM Network’s early detection of an increase of powder cocaine abuse in this population is critical.

2.  Heroin

Since June of 1999, we have consistently reported increases in heroin abuse that was described as a
“new epidemic” by active users in June of 2000. At that time, treatment providers had not observed an
increase in the prevalence of heroin abuse. However, during the last six months, providers have noticed a
significant increase in clients seeking treatment for heroin addiction. In fact, one agency in Montgomery
County has almost doubled its population of heroin abusers in the last six months. The population is
described as a younger population of both black and white young adults largely between the ages of 18 and
21. Providers report that approximately 50% of these clients snort heroin, and the other 50% inject it
intravenously or by “skin-popping.”

Data from the Dayton Area Drug Survey (DADS, 2000) shows 6.2% of 12th graders, 3.5% of 9th graders
and 2.3% of 7th graders reported using heroin at least once in their lifetime. Motivated, in part, by a national
increase in heroin abuse, this is the first year lifetime use of heroin has been assessed by the Dayton Area
Drug Survey.



Data from the Montgomery County Adult Probation department that indicate a 2.6% increase in positive
urine screens for opiates in 2000 add support to the heroin epidemic in Montgomery County (Exhibit 2).
Positives for opiates have been on the rise since 1997. Emergency Room mentions for heroin poisoning
have increased slightly from 1997 to 1998 (Exhibit 3).

White or brown powder, as opposed to tar, continues to be the most common form of heroin in the
Dayton area. Active users report heroin availability and quality continue to increase and the price of heroin
has increased slightly from six months ago. A gram reportedly now sells for $225-$250, compared to $200
in June 1999.

In summary, the national heroin epidemic that active users described as emerging in the Dayton area a
year ago has finally come to the attention of substance abuse treatment providers, thereby adding credence
to the observations of local users and documenting how OSAM can identify emergent drug abuse trends.
Such findings can be used to inform policy and resource allocation.

3.  Other Opioids

All participants perceived an increase in the abuse of Vicodin and other prescription opioids such as
Tylenol III. Prescription opioids, such as Vicodin, are readily available on the streets for $2-$3 as reported by
active users. Prescription opioids are commonly abused with other drugs. For example, crack abusers take
them to help come down from their high. In addition, youth and young adults often abuse these drugs.
Lending support to these observations, data showing Emergency Room mentions for drug poisonings
indicate an increase in ER mentions for opiates from 1997 to 1998 (Exhibit 3).

In the June 1999 report, oxycodone long-acting (OxyContin) was described as a “new” drug that
warranted future monitoring. For this period, both active users and treatment providers reported alarming
increases in OxyContin abuse, particularly by heroin injectors who both inject or swallow the tablets.

The nationwide OxyContin abuse epidemic has clearly emerged in the Dayton area and presents a
growing problem. Exemplifying the recent popularity of OxyContin in the area, the Dayton news channels
reported the robbery of several pharmacies by a man demanding primarily OxyContin tablets. Because of its
current popularity, an OxyContin prescription can generate a significant profit for the seller. According to
active users, 20mg tablets sell for approximately $4, 40mg tablets sell for approximately $7-$10, and 60mg
tablets sell for approximately $15.

Treatment providers expressed the difficulty in treating clients abusing OxyContin and other related pain
medications. Clients taking these prescription medications for pain issues cannot be admitted into a drug
treatment program until they are no longer taking the pain medication—treatment programs will not treat
both the addiction and the pain issues.

Participants reported a very low occurrence of Utram (Tramadol) and Dilaudid abuse. Many active users
suggested OxyContin had replaced the once popular prescription opioid, Dilaudid.

 4.  Marijuana

Marijuana abuse remains consistently high in Montgomery County. Treatment providers, active users,
and law enforcement officials all agree that the prevalence of marijuana abuse is increasing. Treatment
providers perceive marijuana as the drug of choice among juveniles. 

As reported in the June 2000 OSAM report, treatment providers continue to see an increase in clients



coming to treatment exhibiting withdrawal symptoms from marijuana. In addition, some treatment agencies
are seeing an increase in clients being referred to residential treatment for marijuana abuse/dependence.

Active users report an increase in the use of “blunts” (marijuana wrapped in a cigar wrapper) among
marijuana users. This perceived increase is present among all ages and ethnicities.

Statistical data support the qualitative findings of increases in marijuana abuse.  Urine screening data
show positives for marijuana to be the primary drug detected among individuals involved with the
Montgomery County Adult Probation department (Exhibit 2). Dayton Area Drug Survey (DADS, 2000) data
indicate an increase in 12th graders reporting lifetime use of marijuana since 1998. Dayton Area Drug Survey
data suggest that 52.0% of Dayton area high school seniors have lifetime experience with marijuana. Daily
use is reported by 6.6% of the 12th graders, about the same percentage that was been reported in 1998
(Exhibit 5).

Dayton law enforcement officials report an increase in homegrown marijuana and report that undercover
officers have been able to purchase much larger quantities of marijuana in the past year to six months.
Large quantities of marijuana can be purchased for $1000 a pound (high quality) and $800 a pound (poor
quality). Street value of a pound of marijuana is approximately $1700; an ounce sells for $220-$550
depending on the quality. These prices reflect a slight increase since our last report.

In summary, marijuana continues to be the most popular illicit drug of abuse. The popularity of
marijuana pervades gender, ethnicity, socioeconomic status and age. Although perceived as a harmless
drug by those who abuse it, treatment providers are observing an increase in individuals exhibiting
withdrawal from the drug and an increase in individuals being referred to residential treatment for marijuana
abuse.

5.  Stimulants

5.1 METHAMPHETAMINE

Although treatment providers continue to observe a very low prevalence of methamphetamine abuse in
the Montgomery County area, narcotics officers reported a significant increase in methamphetamine
availability. In fact, one officer predicted that the abuse of methamphetamine would hit Dayton hard in the
near future. According to one narcotics officer, very little methamphetamine was seized in 1999, but
increased significantly in 2000.

Among students surveyed by the Dayton Area Drug Survey (DADS, 2000), 8.8% of 12th graders, 6.8% of
9th graders and 4.0% of 7th graders reported using methamphetamine at least once during their lifetime. This
is the first year the Dayton Area Drug Survey has specifically surveyed lifetime use of methamphetamine.

At present, Dayton law enforcement officers appear to be keeping the proliferation of methamphetamine
abuse under some control in the area. In September and November of 2000, Dayton law enforcement officers
raided methamphetamine labs that were producing fairly large amounts of methamphetamine (DDN,
September 30, 2000, pg.2b & November 28, 2000, pg. 1b).

Officers we interviewed were not optimistic about being able to continue to control the spread of
methamphetamine abuse in the Dayton area. Although treatment providers are not seeing this population
yet, methamphetamine could emerge as a significant problem in the near future. 

6.  Depressants



6.1 PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS

Treatment providers and law enforcement officers perceived a steady, moderate trend in alprazolam
(Xanax) abuse over the past six months to one year. Active users, however, reported a slight increase in
Xanax abuse in the past six months. This population of abusers continues to be described as primarily
young adults, including crack users. A Xanax tablet reportedly sells for $2-$3.

Treatment providers voiced concern over the increasing number of clients they see in drug abuse
treatment who have been taking prescribed medications such as Xanax for several years. This is particularly
alarming to treatment professionals because individuals can develop physical dependence upon these types
of drugs over relatively short periods of time. Treatment providers report many clients have been taking these
medications as prescribed by their doctor for as many as five years. However, it is uncertain whether this
long-term use is as a result of a doctor’s negligence or the abuser’s manipulation of health care
professionals.

6.2 GAMMA-HYDROXYBUTYRATE (GHB)

Gamma-hydroxybutyrate (GHB) continues to be relatively rare in the Dayton area. However, as reported
by young, active users, abuse is increasing among youth and young adults. This increase is particularly
evident among college students and youth attending Raves. In April of 2000 a Kettering, Ohio resident (22-
years-old) attending Ohio State University died after ingesting GHB in combination with alcohol (DDN, April
22, 2000).

7.  Hallucinogens

Treatment providers and older active users (older than age 25) report hallucinogens such as LSD,
mushrooms and PCP continue to be present at a low level in the Montgomery County area. However,
younger drug users (ages 18-25), particularly those associated with the Rave scene, perceived a slight
increase in the abuse of these drugs, especially LSD. This perceived increase in LSD was reported in our
June 2000 report as well.

Data from the Dayton Area Drug Survey support this perceived increase in hallucinogen use among 12th

and 7th graders (Exhibit 6).  Among 12th graders, nearly 22% reported lifetime experience with
hallucinogens—more than twice the number who reported such use in 1990. Emergency Room mentions for
hallucinogen poisoning in Montgomery County show an increase in reported cases from 1997 to 1998
(Exhibit 3). Drug abuse treatment admissions for individuals (ages 18-25) reporting hallucinogens as their
drug of choice have declined slightly since fiscal year 1998 (Exhibit 7). Drug abuse treatment data from the
newly implemented MACSIS system will provide information that may lend support to the perceptions of
increased hallucinogen abuse among youth and young adults. These data should be available for future
OSAM reports.

7.1 MDMA (Ecstasy)

The abuse of MDMA (Ecstasy) has increased significantly over the past few years. Data from the
Monitoring the Future Study conducted by the University of Michigan, show this national trend of increased
ecstasy abuse among youth (MTF, 2000). This increase in popularity of ecstasy is also evident by the
increase in television news programs and newspaper articles reporting on ecstasy popularity among youth.
Locally, television news channels and newspapers in the Dayton area have increasingly begun reporting on



this phenomenon.

Treatment providers have noted an increase in clients abusing MDMA (Ecstasy). This increase is
almost exclusively among young, whites 16-25 years old. However, younger teens are also using the drug.
A 14-year-old female died in May of 2000 after reportedly ingesting ecstasy at a sleepover with friends (DDN,
May, 30, 2000, pg. 6b).

Narcotics officers also reported an increase in the availability and use of the drug. In December of 2000,
a Rave was raided in Warren County which resulted in the arrest of several young adults and the
confiscation of ecstasy and LSD (DDN, January 3, 2001, pg. 3b). In addition, a 22-year-old Dayton man and
woman were arrested in August for trafficking ecstasy (DDN, January 14, 2001, pg. 17a). A Dayton Daily
News article reported that Dayton police had confiscated 100 tablets of ecstasy in 2000, while in the
previous year no tablets had been confiscated (DDN, January 3, 2001, pg. 3b). 

Active users reported an increase in ecstasy abuse last six months and continue to see this increase.
As one user commented, “You can go out on the weekend and run into people rolling everywhere you go. 
Just like at Meijer’s rollin’.  We saw like four other people in Meijer and we passed ‘em, and they were like
rollin’.”

The price for a tablet of ecstasy is between $15 and $25. The typical user is between ages 16-25. When
asked if using ecstasy contributed to high-risk sexual behavior, active users’ remarks were mixed.

In summary, similar to the national trend in increases in ecstasy abuse, data from both treatment
providers and active users indicate that MDMA abuse is increasing in prevalence among teenagers and
young adults in the Dayton area. The increase in ecstasy abuse in the Dayton area has been consistently
reported by law enforcement personnel since January 2000. Interestingly, treatment providers are now just
beginning to see this increase in ecstasy abuse among the young clients they encounter.

7.2 KETAMINE

In our January 2000 report, ketamine was reportedly gaining popularity among the youth of Montgomery
County and the drug was easily accessible. In June of 2000, ketamine availability was considered rare in
Dayton. As reported by one young active user, ketamine continues to be hard to find in the Dayton area:

“It’s been dry.  K has, around here lately.”

       Although Ketamine is reportedly rare in the Dayton area, young, active users report it continues to gain
popularity among the juvenile population. As exemplified by this young users experience:

“…like me and my sister we’d go and get a gram of K and just go to a park and do it in like
rounds and just like trip out and lay there. We do it to like, get along, like get along, like
open up with each other … we just open up and it really hasn’t really affected me any…”

Despite an increase in robberies of veterinary clinics to steal ketamine in several large cities in
the United States, law enforcement officers did not report such robberies in Dayton. Active users
report ketamine to be more expensive than other “club drugs.” A gram of ketamine sells for
approximately $65.

It appears that despite the popularity of ketamine among the younger population, access to the
drug is limited and sporadic in the Montgomery County area. Other sources support this
observation. Treatment providers had no experience with people abusing the drug.



8.  Inhalants

Inhalant abuse continues to be sporadic and difficult to identify. It remains primarily an issue among
young, white juveniles. Furthermore, as supported by drug abuse treatment admissions data for
Montgomery County, individuals are rarely admitted to drug abuse treatment because of inhalant abuse
(Exhibit 1). Data from the Dayton Area Drug Survey (DADS, 2000) show a decrease in self-reported lifetime
use of inhalants from 17.6% to 12.6% from 1998 to 2000 among 12th graders. Any abuse of inhalants
appears to be experimental or because the user is unable to obtain any other type of drug at the time.

9.  Alcohol

As reported by treatment providers and as seen in treatment admissions data from fiscal years 1997
through 1999, the primary reason for treatment among clients admitted to substance abuse treatment
programs in Montgomery County is alcohol dependence/abuse (Exhibit 1). The acceptability of alcohol
within our society makes it a significant and persistent problem.

Reflecting the high acceptance of alcohol use, the Dayton Area Drug Survey (DADS, 2000) shows
alcohol to be the most commonly reported drug of lifetime use among 7th  (38.8%), 9th (63.7%) and 12th

(81.6%) graders. This trend has existed since 1990.

10.  Special Populations and Issues

10.1  DUAL-DIAGNOSIS

As reported in past OSAM reports, treatment providers continued to voice their concern over the
difficulty in treating dually-diagnosed clients. They expressed their frustration at not being able to move
these clients easily from drug treatment to mental health treatment and report this process is convoluted.

10.2 JUVENILE CLIENTS

Treatment providers are beginning to see a larger number of juvenile clients (under age 18) presenting for
alcohol and drug treatment. This increase is reportedly due to the more extensive drug and alcohol
screening techniques recently implemented by the court system in Montgomery County. This increase is
disturbing to providers because of the current paucity of treatment programs that exist for juveniles.

CONCLUSIONS

Alcohol remains the most prevalent drug problem in the Dayton area and accounts for the majority of
clients in drug abuse treatment programs.

Marijuana continues to be highly accepted and continues to increase in both availability and abuse.
Treatment providers have seen an increase in clients being referred to residential treatment programs for
marijuana abuse.

Treatment providers report crack cocaine abuse is still the primary reason for drug treatment (among



illicit drugs) in Montgomery County treatment programs. Several participants perceived an increase in
young, white females abusing crack cocaine. It appears juveniles ages 16-21 are increasingly experimenting
with the drug.

Although cocaine HCL use and availability is reportedly at low levels, participants have noticed an
increase in use of the drug, especially among younger, white individuals.

Active users continue to describe heroin abuse as an emerging “epidemic.” This population is also
described as a younger generation of users. Numerous sources of information indicate that heroin abuse is
on the rise and should be closely monitored.

Opioids such as Vicodin and OxyContin continue to increase in abuse. Most notable is the significant
increase in OxyContin abuse.

Methamphetamine continues to be relatively rare in Montgomery County, but users and law enforcement
officials perceive a significant increase of the drug in the area. Law enforcement officials expect
methamphetamine to gain popularity rapidly in the near future.

Ecstasy (MDMA) abuse is still increasing significantly throughout the area. Law enforcement officials
are seizing larger amounts of the drug each year.

Gamma-hydroxybutyrate (GHB) and ketamine (Special K) appear to be uncommon in the Dayton area,
but participants report a slight increase in use and availability since June 2000. Hallucinogens such as LSD
and mushrooms also remain in the area at moderately high levels.

RECOMMENDATIONS

I.       Our investigation indicates some emerging populations and drug trends that warrant further attention
in the Dayton area.

• Participants noted an increase among juveniles and young adults experimenting with crack
cocaine.

• Significant increases in heroin abuse were reported, particularly among the younger population
(ages 16-21).

• OxyContin abuse continues to escalate.
• Marijuana abuse continues at a high level, and treatment providers are receiving clients referred

to residential treatment for their abuse of the drug.
• Club drugs, most notably MDMA, are rapidly growing in popularity among teenagers and young

adults.
• Methamphetamine abuse is still present at low levels, but law enforcement officials report that

abuse will increase in the near future.

II. The following recommendations were expressed by participants:

• Treatment providers are concerned about an increase of juveniles being referred to treatment
through the legal system. Few treatment programs exist in Montgomery County to care for this
young population.

• There was great concern among treatment providers regarding the paucity of dual-diagnosis
treatment centers in Montgomery County. Treatment providers report that the majority of their
clients exhibit both drug and psychological problems.



0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

1997*

1998*

1999*

EXHIBITS

*Represents a fiscal year (e.g., July 1, 1998 to June 30, 1999 is fiscal year 1999).
Note: The change from the ADCDS system to the MACSIS system for tracking substance abuse treatment
admissions has made fiscal year 2000 substance abuse treatment admissions data unavailable in
Montgomery County. It is anticipated that substance abuse treatment admissions data will be available for
fiscal year 2002.

Exhibit 1: Adult Treatment Admissions
Montgomery County



* Includes amphetamines, barbiturates, benzodiazepenes and alcohol.
Note: Graph represents percentage of each drug category that was found in positive urine screens (One
individual could submit a urine sample that is positive for one or more drug categories screened).
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Exhibit 2: Drug Positives
Montgomery County Adult Probation



*Includes Barbiturates and Benzodiazepenes.
**Includes Lidocaine (lignocaine), Procaine and Tetracaine.
Note: Drug categories as defined by the American Medical Association’s ICD-9.
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Exhibit 3: Emergency Room Mentions
Montgomery County



Drug Quantity
Powder Cocaine 30,890 grams (68.1 lbs.)
Crack Cocaine 258 grams
MDMA (Ecstasy) 5 tablets
Heroin 256 grams
LSD 79 unit doses
Marijuana 449,884 grams (991.80 lbs.)
Steroids 56 unit doses
Prescription Medications (Seized) 1200 unit doses
Prescription Medications (Diverted) 16,000 unit doses
Liquid Opium 24 fluid ounces

*Quantities reported from January 2000 to November 2000 and reflect seizures from the large quantities
narcotics division as opposed to street-level seizures.

Exhibit 4: Dayton Narcotics Unit Year
2000 Drug Seizures*



*Lifetime use is defined as having used the drug at least once.
Note: The Dayton Area Drug Survey is a biennial survey of self-reported drug use by area high and middle
school students conducted by the Wright State University School of Medicine and United Health Services.
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Exhibit 5: Dayton Area Drug Survey
Self-reported Lifetime Marijuana Use*



*Lifetime use is defined as having used the drug at least once.
Note: The Dayton Area Drug Survey is a biennial survey of self-reported drug use by area high and middle
school students conducted by the Wright State University School of Medicine and United Health Services.
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Exhibit 6: Dayton Area Drug Survey
Hallucinogens: Lifetime Use*



*Represents a fiscal year (e.g., July 1, 1998 to June 30, 1999 is fiscal year 1999).
Note: The change from the ADCDS system to the MACSIS system for tracking substance abuse treatment
admissions has made fiscal year 2000 substance abuse treatment admissions data unavailable in
Montgomery County. It is anticipated that substance abuse treatment admissions data will be available for
fiscal year 2002.
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Abstract

In 1998, the city of Lima experienced a 21% increase from the previous year in the
number of drug cases that were sent to the Allen County Prosecutor, and the numbers of
drug related arrests have increased each year. Lima’s location in proximity to other large
cities (one hour south of Toledo, one hour north of Dayton, one and half hour east of
Columbus, and one hour west of Ft. Wayne, Indiana) make Lima a lucrative drug market
for drug dealers who can sell their drugs for more than they could in their respective
cities. Another factor is the large number of remote rural areas, which make it ideal for
growing marijuana. The use of Powder Cocaine  among middle class whites between the
ages of 25-60 has been the trend for some years and has not seen a significant increase.
Crack cocaine  use remains as the primary drug problem in Lima. According to reports
by focus group participants, crack, alcohol, and marijuana are being used concurrently
and/or sequentially, and treatment admissions for crack are up significantly from the
previous years. Heroin use in the Lima area has not been reported as being a problem,
but its use has increased. The number of new marijuana users entering treatment has
shown a steady increase since 1996. Reports indicate that the use of marijuana among
teens ages 16 and up are a significant part of that increase. Alcohol use in the Lima area
has increased, with the number of admissions for treatment rising over the previous year.
Although focus group participants have reflected that crank is starting to resurface, the
use of Methamphetamines and Hallucinogens  has not been reported as being a problem
in Lima. Minimal data were collected on the use of Depressants. Inhalants continue to
be widely used among youth.

INTRODUCTION

1.  Area Description

Allen County is located 70 miles southwest of Toledo, and according to the 1990 census,
has a population of 109,299. Of this population 87% (96,177) are Caucasian, 11%
(12,313) are Black, and 2% (809) are Hispanic. Median family income for Allen County
is estimated to be #32,573.00. Lima, which is the largest city in Allen County, has a
population of approximately 45,243. Of this population 78% (33,049) are Caucasian,
24% (10,940) are Black, and 1% (681) are Hispanic and other Ethnicity. The median
family income is $25,775 per household, with 11.7% of  household population earning
$14,999.00 or less, and 8.1% of household population earning between $50,000-$74,999.
Approximately 41% of Allen County’s population lives in Lima.

2. Data Sources and Time Periods

• Qualitative Data were collected through three (3) focus groups conducted in January
and February of 2001. The numbers and types of participants are described in Table
1.



Table 1: Qualitative Data Sources

Focus Groups
Date of Focus Group # of Participants Participants
1/11/01 9 Active/former users
2/01/01 9 College Students
2/05/01 6 Active/former users

DRUG ABUSE TRENDS

1      Cocaine

1.1 COCAINE HYDROCHLORIDE (HCL)

Powder Cocaine continues to be readily available and according to focus group
participants its use is increasing among the 17-25 age group.  Because of the price
of powder cocaine $35-$40 ¼ gram and $1,000 for an ounce, users are generally
individuals with jobs, and middle to upper class.

Focus group participants stated that powder cocaine is widely used by drug
dealers.  Quality of powder cocaine varies but when purchased in the inner city
quality is not that good because of the multiple numbers of times it has been cut.

The primary method of administration continues to be snorting, although some
participants stated that when they are speed-balling (mixing heroin & cocaine
together) they inject cocaine.

1.2 CRACK COCAINE

Crack Cocaine continues to be the number one illicit drug problem in Allen
County.  According to focus group participants you can purchase crack for as
little as $2-$3, and it can be purchased at any time of day or night in most
neighborhoods.

Because of its low cost and widespread availability, crack crosses age, race, and
gender groups.  One focus group participant stated that she knew a youth 13-years
old that was addicted to crack; another participant stated that he will be 60 years
old in July, and he still smokes crack.

There has been a reported increase in the number of youth ages 14-17 selling
crack.   According to focus group participants most youth in this age group don’t
use crack because of not wanting to become labeled as a “crack head.”



The use of crack has increased in Allen County according to active/former users.
There are various methods of administering crack from smoking it in a glass bowl
to crumbling it up and mixing it with marijuana.

2. Heroin

Heroin is not as widely available as crack or marijuana but can be found.  Most
focus group participants stated that heroin use in Lima is among older individuals
who have used for years; quality of heroin in Lima is not that good because of the
number of times it has been stepped on (cut).  Most purchases are made in either
Toledo or Dayton because of inferior quality in the Lima area.

3.      Other Opioids

Focus group participants did not have any information to add to this report.

4.  Marijuana

Marijuana is widely available in Lima.  The quality varies from what is
commonly known as “ditch weed” to Hydro or Hydroponics, which is more
expensive ($400-$450 an ounce) and more potent.

Marijuana is used by people in all ethnic, age, and economic groups.  Its use is
very prevalent among high school youth.  Marijuana is generally used with
alcohol and/or mixed with crack (a process commonly known as “Freakin it”).
Marijuana is also commonly smoked in cigar papers or “blunts.”

The majority of focus group participants did not view Marijuana as a drug.

5.  Stimulants

The use of Crank was briefly discussed among focus group participants.  They
stated that to their knowledge it was mostly used among truckers and other
occupations in which require being up for long hours.

6. Depressants

Valium was the only depressant discussed by focus group participants; according
to participants it is primarily used among white females and made available
through prescriptions from physicians.

7. Hallucinogens

The use of Ecstasy has seen a significant increase in Lima.  Although it’s used
mainly among white youth/young adults (15-23 years), there has been a



noticeable increase among black high school age youth.  Tablets of Ecstasy can be
purchased for $20-$25.

LSD is a widely available and used primarily among white high school aged
youth.  “Gel tabs” are sold for $5 an eyedropper; drops are placed under eyelids.

8. Inhalants

Focus group participants did not have any information on inhalants.

9.       Alcohol

Focus group participants stated that alcohol is generally used with drug of choice,
and that because of its accessibility it continues to be the source of the beginning
of drug problems.

10.  Special Populations

10.1     COLLEGE STUDENTS

College youth stated that alcohol and marijuana were the primary drugs of choice
on their campus.  Use of ecstasy is widespread and can be easily obtained
especially during parties on campus.

The use of crack cocaine and heroin was not prevalent according to focus group
participants: Powder cocaine can be found off campus but students don’t have any
information about its availability on campus.

Students reported that there was occasional use of Ritalin especially during exam
times but didn’t see this as drug abuse.

RECOMMENDATIONS/CONCLUSIONS

q There was a consensus among active/recovering users that the need for drug
awareness/education for youth should begin as early as elementary school.

q User group participants also stated a need for more treatment facilities that focus
on crack cocaine addiction.
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Abstract

The information provided by the participants in the focus groups in Kent, Ravenna (Portage County),
Warren (Trumbull County), and Mentor (Lake County) suggests that the use of marijuana and cocaine
continue to be the most prevalent drugs (other than alcohol).  It appears as though marijuana use is
considered normative among many, with no associated stigma.  Powder cocaine is available and continues
to be used among those who can afford it.  Crack cocaine is extremely available and continues to be widely
used.  While lower in prevalence, concern was expressed about the increasing use of painkillers.  Little is
known about heroin use, amphetamine use, and depressant use.  PCP is virtually unheard of.  There were
increasing reports about the misuse of medically prescribed as well as illegally obtained opioids.  Once
again such use appears to be increasing among a wider population than previously reported.

As has been the case previously, the need for affordable inpatient treatment was expressed.  In
addition, it was suggested that prevention programs be introduced at younger ages and that parents be
educated as well as kids.

INTRODUCTION

The information provided by the participants of the focus groups and interviews is presented in the
following report.  Participants in the focus groups were asked about their perceptions of price and use
patterns of an array of illicit drugs.  The goal of this research is to attempt to get a picture of drug use trends
from the perspective of users, treatment providers, and the police.

1. Area Description

Portage County has a population of 151,222 (1999 census estimate).  About 96% of this population
is European American, 3% African American, and 1% Asian American.   In 1995, the median household
income was $37,825.  In terms of poverty rates, 8.9% of the population was below the poverty line (12.9% of
those under 18 years of age and 10.7% of related children 15-17 were in families in poverty).  In 1990, 79.3%
of the population had graduated from High School and 17.3% had graduated from college.   In 1996, the
unemployment rate was 4.4%.  The interviews took place in Kent, which has a population of 26,8333, and in
Ravenna which has a population of 11,961 (1998 estimates).

Lake County has a population of 227,145 (1999 census estimate).  About 97% of this population is
European American, 2% African American, about 1% Asian American, and about 1% Hispanic American. 
In 1995, the median household income was $40,364.  In terms of poverty rates, 5.7% of the population was
below the poverty line (8.6% of those under 18 years of age and 7.0% of related children 5-17 were in
families in poverty).  In 1990, 81.1% of the population had graduated from High School and 17.5% had
graduated from college.  In 1996, the unemployment rate was 4.4%.  The interviews took place in Mentor,
which has a population of 49,227 (1998 estimates).

Trumbull County has a population of 225,066 (1999 census estimate).  About 92% of this population
is European American, 7% African American, about 1% Asian American, and about 1% Hispanic American.
  In 1995, the median household income was $34,487.  In terms of poverty rates, 11.2% of the population
was below the poverty line (18.5% of those under 18 years of age and 11.4% of related children 15-17 were
in families in poverty).  In 1990, 75.2% of the population had graduated from High School and 11.4% had
graduated from college.  In 1996, the unemployment rate was 6.2%.  The interviews took place in Warren,
which has a population of 46,866 (1998 estimates).

Three focus groups were conducted between December 6, 2000 and January 11, 2001 with a total of
20 participants.  One of the focus groups took place in Warren, one took place in Ravenna, and one took
place in Mentor.  All focus groups included users who have recently begun treatment.  The data contained in



this report was gathered through successful completion of three focus groups that were audio-taped and
summarized.

Table 1: Qualitative Data Sources
Focus Groups
Date of Focus

Group
Number of

Participants
Active Drug Users or Front-Line Professionals (Type:

counselor, police officer, social worker, etc.)
Location of

Focus Group
12/6/00 6 Users in treatment Warren, OH
12/12/00 7 Users in treatment Ravenna, OH
1/11/01 7 Users in treatment Mentor, OH

Totals
Total Number of
Focus Groups

Total Number of Focus Group
Participants

Total Number of
Individual Interviews

TOTAL Number of
Participants

3 20 0 20

DRUG ABUSE TRENDS

1.  Cocaine

1.1 POWDER COCAINE

Users in the Warren, Ravenna, and Mentor focus groups agree that powder cocaine is readily
available in their areas.  However, users in Ravenna state that it is not as available as crack cocaine.  All
groups agree that trends of availability have remained consistent over the last six months.  Users in Mentor
stated that the availability of powder cocaine could be decreasing because its demand is not as high as it
once was.  Users of powder cocaine in this area have begun to use alternative drugs.

Users in Warren state that 1/16 of powder cocaine sells for around $120.  The price decreases as
the quantity increases.  Users in Ravenna state that powder cocaine sells for $60 to $90 a gram.  Users in
Mentor state that an eight ball (1/8 ounce) of cocaine sells from $120 to $200, regardless of quality.

Warren users state that the quality of powder cocaine in the area is decreasing.  Most of the
powder cocaine available has been stepped down.  However, good quality powder is available.  Users in
Ravenna are unaware of the quality available in their area.  Users in Mentor state that high and low quality
cocaine are available in the area.

The methods of administration include snorting, shooting, and smoking after converting to crack or
smoking marijuana cigarettes laced with cocaine.

Users in Warren state that powder cocaine use is evenly distributed among people of different
racial, gender, and socioeconomic backgrounds.  However, several Warren users stated that powder
cocaine is more observable among Blacks.   Also, powder cocaine use occurs in younger populations in the
area (18 years and up).  Users in Ravenna and Mentor perceive powder cocaine use to vary by
socioeconomic status.  Middle class group members are more likely to use powder cocaine.

Users in Ravenna did not have any knowledge regarding treatment and recovery for powder cocaine,
but users in Warren and Mentor stated that help is available if the user wants help.
 
1.2 CRACK COCAINE



Users in Warren, Ravenna, and Mentor agree that crack cocaine is more available than powder
cocaine.   All groups also agree that the use of crack cocaine has steadily increased over time (including
the last six months).

The price of crack cocaine depends on the quality available.  Users in Warren state that the quality
of crack in their area is generally poor (but sometimes better than others). Ravenna users state that the
quality of crack cocaine in their area is medium.  A user can purchase an eight ball (1/8 of an ounce) for
$100.  Mentor users state that the quality of crack in their area is dependent on how it is cooked.  A user
can purchase an eight ball for $150.

Users agree that the primary method of administration is smoking crack.  However, users in Warren
state that crack users sometimes lace tobacco cigarettes or marijuana joints with crack to slow down the
effects of the drug.

Users in all groups agree that crack users are not differentiated by race, gender, age, or
socioeconomic status.  Users in Ravenna state that younger populations use crack (as young as 16 years
of age).  One user in Warren stated that people who have been using powder cocaine for a long time often
move from using powder cocaine to using crack.  Users in Mentor state that younger populations are also
more likely to use powder cocaine and move on to using crack.

Users in Warren and Mentor state that getting treatment for crack use is not a problem, but the
user must want to quit or his/her recovery will be unsuccessful.  Users in Ravenna state that getting
treatment is more difficult because Narcotics Anonymous groups are not as prevalent in Portage County. 
According to these users, Alcoholics Anonymous groups focus solely on alcohol, whereas Narcotics
Anonymous groups are more receptive to all drug addictions, particularly dual addictions.  Furthermore, one
user stated that crack is a more difficult drug habit to kick compared to other drugs.

Exhibits 2, 6 and 10 illustrate (1997) national and (1999) Ohio adult treatment admissions data in
Portage, Lake and Trumbull Counties (1999).  Each exhibit illustrates the percentages of crack cocaine
treatment admissions as a primary drug of choice.  Portage County reported that 8% of their treatment
admissions were for crack cocaine.  Lake County reported that 10.1% of their treatment admissions
represented crack cocaine.  Trumbull reported that 8.8% of their treatment admissions were for crack
cocaine.  Exhibits 2, 6 and 10 report 1997 national crack cocaine treatment admissions at 1.4%, while 1999
state of Ohio treatment admissions of crack cocaine are at 14.1%.  

2.  Heroin

Warren users state that heroin is available in the area, but you have to know who to get it from. 
Use and availability patterns have remained consistent over time.  Users in Ravenna state that heroin is not
very available in the area.  Users in Mentor state that heroin is currently more available than it has been in
the past.  One heroin user stated that heroin availability has been steadily increasing over the past two
years.

The quality of heroin in the Warren and Mentor areas is good, and the price depends on the quality
available.  Users in Mentor state that a small bag of heroin (roughly equivalent to a serving size packet of
sugar) may be purchased for around $25.

The primary methods of administering heroin is shooting up or snorting.  Users in Mentor state that
the effect of the drug is better when it is injected, but that users must get past the stigma of using needles
before they are able to utilize this method. 



According to Warren users, heroin users socialize mainly with other heroin users.   These users are
usually from thirty to fifty years of age and are primarily black.  Mentor users state that anyone can be a
heroin user, although more men and people above the age of 18 years use heroin.

 Treatment and recovery are often difficult because it is difficult to get Methadone in Trumbull
County.  Recovering users have to go to Youngstown or Cleveland to obtain Methadone for treatment and
recovery.  Users state that treatment is available in the Lake County area, although there are not many
treatment facilities in the area.

Exhibits 2, 6 and 10 illustrate (1997) national and (1999) Ohio adult treatment admissions in
Portage, Lake and Trumbull Counties (1999).  Each exhibit illustrates the percentages of heroin/other
opiates treatment admissions as a primary drug of choice.  Portage County reported that 2.8% of their
treatment admissions were for heroin/other opiates.  Lake County reported that 2.7% of their treatment
admissions represented heroin/other opiates.  Trumbull reported that 2.2% of their treatment admissions
were for heroin/other opiates.  Exhibits 2, 6 and 10 report 1997 national heroin/other opiates treatment
admissions at 20.8%, while 1999 state of Ohio treatment admissions of heroin/other opiates are only at
5.6%.  

3.  Opioids

Users in each county state that opioids (particularly Vicodin and OxyContin, but also Dilaudid and
Percocet) are readily available in the area.  Users in Warren and Mentor have seen an increase in availability
of these drugs, while Ravenna users perceive consistency over time.  Users in Mentor state that opioids use
and availability is increasing the most as compared to other drugs.  One user in Mentor also states that
opioid users generally move on to heroin.

A large dose of  OxyContin may cost from $60 to $100 on the street.  A smaller dose of OxyContin
may cost from $10 to $30 on the street.  Vicodin costs from $4 to $10 on the street.  Users in Mentor state
that the appeal of opioids is the consistency of the quality and the “assurance” that they know what they
are getting.

The primary method of administering opioids is ingestion.  However, the contents of the capsules
are sometimes crushed and snorted or smoked.  Alternatively, the contents of the capsules are sometimes
crushed and dissolved with water and injected.  Opioids are often used in conjunction with alcohol.

Users agree that opioids are used by a wide variety of people, although most agree that they are
used by people in their mid-twenties and older.  Some users stated that working class individuals are more
likely to use opioids because of their higher risk for being hurt on the job and being prescribed opioids to
deal with the pain.  Several users claim that it is fairly easy to find a doctor who will prescribe pain pills.

Users perceive treatment as available, but many agree that opioid users do not take advantage of
treatment.

4.  Marijuana

Users agree that marijuana is highly available in their areas. 

Good quality marijuana is available and sells from $60 to $80 a ¼ bag.  Users in Mentor state that
very high quality marijuana is available in their area and may sell from $120 to $200 a ¼ bag.  Users in all
groups state that an increasing amount of marijuana users are growing their own marijuana.

The primary method of administering marijuana is to smoke it in a joint, a bong, or a blunt.



Users agree that marijuana users cannot be differentiated by social background.  One Ravenna user
stated that she knew of children as young as eight years old who smoked marijuana.  Mentor users stated
that children as young as 10 to 12 years old smoke marijuana. They emphasized that first time marijuana
users are becoming younger over time.

Treatment is generally not an issue with marijuana because users do not see marijuana use as a
problem.  The only reason that users come in to treatment is usually because the court has ordered them to
seek treatment.  However, users recognize that there are long-term problems associated with using
marijuana.  These problems include memory loss and loss of money.  Also, users state that marijuana may
be dangerous if it is laced with PCP, cocaine, or embalming fluid.  Finally, users recognize that younger
populations are increasingly using marijuana.

5.  Amphetamines

Users agree that amphetamines are readily available from the doctor or the drug store.  However,
they also agree that they are not as popular as they once were.

Users state that younger (in their twenties) women are more likely to use amphetamines.

6. Methamphetamines

Users in Warren do not have knowledge of methamphetamines in the area.  Several users in
Ravenna state that they are available if you know the right people.  Likewise, users in Mentor state that they
are available if you know the right people, but that they are generally not popular in the Lake County area.

Users in Mentor state that methampetamine users are generally younger (16 to 20 years old) and
socialize with the rave crowd.  The price of methampetamines in the area is $10 to $20 a “bump” (a line).

Some problems associated with methamphetamines include loss of weight, loss of sleep, loss of
money, loss of family, trouble with the law, and emotional problems.

7.  Depressants

Users in Warren state that depressants (specifically Valium) are available, but are not as popular as
they once were.  Users in the Mentor area state that depressants, including Xanax, Ketamine, and Somas
(muscle relaxers), are available in the area. 

Valium is usually taken by middle-aged and older women and is obtained through a prescription. 
However, they are available on the street for around $2 a tablet.  Xanax and Somas usually sell for $1 a
tablet.  Ketamine is usually taken at raves—The primary method of administration is sniffing. 

8.  Hallucinogens

Users agree that hallucinogens (specifically acid and mushrooms) are relatively easy to obtain. 
However, hallucinogens are not in demand like other drugs.  Users in Mentor state that the availability of
hallucinogens comes and goes in spurts, but that demand is high when availability is high.

Users in Mentor state that acid sells from $5 to $10 a hit (in primarily liquid and sometimes gel tab
form).



Users of hallucinogens tend to be younger and white.  Because most hallucinogen users do not
develop a habit, treatment is usually not utilized.

9.  Inhalants

Users agree that inhalants are available in the area, but are mostly used by junior high kids who are
experimenting and cannot access other drugs.   Nitrous oxide was also associated with the college crowd.

Users in Mentor stated that the use of nitrous oxide is very social in nature.  One user stated that
nitrous oxide is often used to get off cocaine.

10.  Alcohol

Users agree that alcohol is widely available in the area and is used by a wide variety of people. 

A large problem associated with alcohol is the use of other drugs while drinking.  Users state that
individuals tend to drink when they are on drugs to increase the effect of the drug.  Often times, users drink
more when they are on drugs, leading to a potential alcohol problem.  Other problems associated with
drinking include health problems, legal problems, financial problems, and family problems.

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

There are a number of recommendations that were offered by the participants in the user
focus groups. 

Treatment recommendations:

More Narcotics Anonymous groups are needed in Trumbull and Portage Counties. 
Some users believe that Alcoholics Anonymous based twelve step programs do not
adequately help recovery because addiction to alcohol and addiction to narcotics is not
the same thing.  In addition, non-alcohol dependent individuals do not feel welcome in
such meetings.

Treatment facilities in Ravenna are overloaded.  More facilities are needed to take care
of overflowing classes.

There is a need for more inpatient facilities in Trumbull County and Portage County.  As
of right now, there is no inpatient facility in Trumbull County and there is only one
inpatient facility in Portage County.

A couple of users stated that treatment facilities should be located in larger towns to
better insure client anonymity.

Prevention recommendations:



Greater emphasis should be placed on drug prevention programs.  There needs to be
increased education for kids AND parents about drug use and consequences of use. 
Education should include providing information regarding the physical and mental
effects of different drugs. 

Increase activities available for school age children.  Users state that younger children
often use drugs because they are bored.

Exhibits

Exhibits 1 through 4 compare national, Ohio and Portage County adult treatment
patient’s primary drug of abuse. National data represents 1997, State of Ohio and Portage
County data represent 1999. Exhibits 5 through 8 represent Trumbull County and Exhibit 9
represents Lake County. Statistics were provided by the State of Ohio Department of Drug
Addiction Services, Alcohol and Drug Client Data System.

 



Exhibit 1: National, State of Ohio, and Portage 
County Adult Treatment Patient's Primary Drug 
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Exhibit 2:  National, State of Ohio, and Portage 
County Adult Treatment Patient's Primary Drug 

of Abuse
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Exhibit 3: National, State of Ohio, and Portage 
County Adult Treatment Patients Primary Drug 

of Abuse
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Exhibit 4:  National, State of Ohio, and Portage 
County Adult Treatment Patient's Primary Drug 

of Abuse
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Exhibit 5:  National, State of Ohio, and Trumbull 
County Adult Treatment Patient's Primary Drug of 

Abuse
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Exhibit 6: National, State of Ohio, and Trumbull 
County Adult Treatment Patient's Primary Drug 

of Abuse
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Exhibit 7: National, State of Ohio, and Trumbull 
County Adult Treatment Patient's Primary Drug of 

Abuse
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Exhibit 8: National, State of Ohio, and Trumbull 
County Adult Treatment Patient's Primary Drug 

of Abuse
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Exhibit 9: National, State of Ohio, and Lake County 
Adult Treatment Patient's Primary Drug of Abuse 
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