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Unintentional Drug Overdoses & Distribution Rates of 
Prescription Opioids in Grams per 100,000 population, 

Ohio, 1997-20111-3
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Unintentional drug overdose death rate



Epidemics of Unintentional Drug Overdoses in 
Ohio, 1979-20121,2,3

4Source:  1WONDER (NCHS Compressed Mortality File, 1979-1998 & 1999-2005)  22006-2011 ODH Office of Vital 

Statistics, 3Change from ICD-9 to ICD-10 coding in 1999 (caution in comparing before and after 1998 and 1999) 
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Percentage of AOD Clients with an Opiate 
Diagnosis: SFY 2001 through SFY 2012
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14



15



16



17



18

14 19 21
25

33

50

70

88

108

125

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

R
at

e
 p

e
r 

1
0

,0
0

0

Year

Source: Ohio Hospital Association

NAS Inpatient Hospitalization Rate per 
10,000 Live Births, Ohio, 2004-2013



19



20



21



Investing In People
Not Bricks and Mortar

Gary C. Mohr, Director
Ohio Department of Rehabilitation & Correction



Prison Commitments

• 2013 Total Prison Commitments = 20,528

– 24.84% drug offenses

– Nearly 25% probation/community control 
violators (almost all F4s and F5s)

– Big Six Commitments:

• 2013 = 44.13%

• 2012 = 48.54%

Decrease of 4.4% in commitments from “Big Six”



Prison Intake

• 42% serving one year or less

• 23% truly non-violent

Female Offenders:

• Nearly 11% increase in intake of female 
offenders from 2012 to 2013



estimates of type of drug involvement for those entering prison, 2000 to 2013, from Intake samples, percent of admissions

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Cocaine/Crack 25.90 24.90 23.59 22.68 23.05 25.61 22.48 24.14 19.17 15.79 13.74 10.85 10.79 8.46

 alone & mixed with

 other drugs*

Heroin/ Opioids/ 2.90 2.72 3.80 7.52 5.27 4.94 5.53 5.71 6.22 8.72 8.66 11.15 13.54 14.94

 Pills-- alone & mixed

 with other drugs*

* There is some overlap between the categories, with occasionally both kinds of drugs being used together.
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Offender Recidivism Rates

• Ohio’s offender recidivism rate = 27.1%

• A record low for Ohio

• National rate = 49.7%

• Rural counties = Higher Recidivism Rates

– Less resources traditionally invested in rural 
counties (historically lower risk of recidivism)



What Are We Doing to Help?



Data, Data, Data

• Sharing and gathering more robust data than 
ever before: 

– Intake, violator, crime and recidivism county level 
comparisons and patterns

– Population, DRC funding levels and resources

– Probation census



Resources and Funding

• Evaluating and reallocating funding:

– Listening & considerate of local nuances and 
realities; enhancing judicial discretion

– Collaboration among State and Local entities

– Open to and embracing new ideas and 
strategies to develop resources to help people



Smart Ohio Funding

• $10.4 million over biennium

• 29 counties applied, all received funding

• Giving Judges more options:

– Probation Service Model

– Treatment Service Model

– Targeted Diversion Model



Mid-Biennial Review Funding

• Expands Investment in Community 
Corrections:

– $4.2 million in FY 2014 and $8.5 million in FY 2015 
for Halfway House and Community Based 
Correctional Facilities to add approximately 400 
treatment beds and increase non-residential 
options

– Greater capacity for judges and localities to divert 
appropriate offenders to community settings  



Medicaid Expansion

• Single greatest catalyst for positive change

– 90% of people entering jails/detention centers are 
uninsured

• DRC’s current population:
– Approximately 10,000 on mental health caseload

– 70-80% have a history with drug and/or alcohol abuse

– 90% of inmates released from DRC will be eligible for 
Medicaid





Reintegration Dorms


